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H E Diſputes about the Sabbath, 
in the oy Century, #ook the ſame | 

| Turn, and had much the ame 1ſ- 
Pal ue. with ſeveral other Religious 
2 OTE ies; 2 they muſt Fe ſo 
—— ) while, on the one ſide, a Set of Men 
affetting Novelty more than Truth, ran into 
extremes, and ſheltered themſelves under Nice. 


ties and Diviſions, . (the finer they 
are (pun) are the farther from any. thi 
N . — and 176. higher 5 are — 40 
are — ſo much nearer to the Clouds : 400 
(eon rhe other) more Pains were taken to pull 
down Caſtles in the Air, and ſbew our ex 
tion from the Jewiſh Toke ; than to ſettle any 
thing conſiderable in their "ſtead. And what 
could all this tend to, but to confound Peoples 
Underſtandings, and make them looſe and care- 
leſs (as it hath done, in the practical Part? 
A conſequence of not foreſeeing this, is only 
a 2 rag 


_ growing Evil, by awakening People to think 


PMBEASTHSLE 


foo viſible. And as Religion ſuffers the mean 
pagers by the common ſcandalour Prophanatr- 

on of the Lord's-Day : It concerns us in purti- 
lar who have the Care of Souls, to check this 


mare, and conſider Matters better, than they 
commonly do. 

This being the Dein of the following Pa- 
pers, will (4 ber Ti for ada 11 
Penrunce. | 

They, who ( with different Vi jews ) unite in 
leſſening that Sacred Reſt, ſhift off the natu- 
ral ſenſe of Gen. ii. 3. C And God bleſſed the 
ſeverith day, and ſanctified it : becauſe that in 
it he had reſted from all his Works, which God 
created and made. ] Groe us but a "BC 
rount bf the Fourth Commandment, which 
Cap af ws af Hg B. delivered by 
God; un ſen all Hoh Days under the 
Goſpel, ur rat aeriveu from mere men 
Tuſtirution. 

The Affurance of rheſe People, hath led me 
75 N into the Foundution upon which ir 
| And ] hope, that (in ſome meaſure ) 
735 * undone whut they have been doing, 
and ſet things in a truer Light,” 

I muſt have better Luck than my Prete- 
ceſſors in this Diſpute, if my own. ad ber- 
rence, the Nicety of the Subject, and that Mul. 
titude of Circumſtances which I have amaſſed 
together, for the farther clearing of the Truth; 
have not occaſioned miſtakes and overfights. 

1heſe 


PREFACE. 
Theſe therefore, 1 wy that Perſons of Can-. 
dowr will forgive. That a Diſcourſe of this 
Nature is "wanting, — appeal to Experience 
Je Proof. And uf this Hay of mint pro- 
any of beter Abilities to perform ſume- 
— more conſiderable un the Subject: { ſball 
— fave Pais very well beſtowed. - © 
— time I have this advantage, that the 
Heats about the Sabbath ure long ſince over: 
That the Diſputes which have been raiſed up- 
on it within theſe laſt twenty or thirty Tears, 
_ been managed with a great deal of Calm: 
That Truth relating thereto, will be 
— with the leſs Paſhiom and Prejudice; 
and (fo far as it 1s found to be the Truth ) will 
meet with the better quarter. | 
It was the want of Care and Cantion in 
this matter, that blew up thoſe Flames in the 
laſt Century, which have. had fo wiched an 
Influence upon the preſent. For this Reaſon; 
I have endeavoured 40 avoid the extremes on 
either fade: And to write as inofenſively as 
J can, without infuring the Truth. x 
And wonld every body do ſu, all Ge 
ſies would ſye within If compaſs, and have 
a quicker and more happy Iſſue. | 
J cannot conclude this Preface, nden | 
doing Dr. Heylin that Fuſtice, as to own, that 
there are ſeveral good Things in his Hiſtory 
of the Sabbath His manner of writing 
( which was a little before the Civil Wars in 
King Charles the Firſt's time) is cool and 
| 7 mart : 


| | PREFACE: 
ſmart : His Callection from Authors, labors-. 
ous: 1 is Stile clear, lively, and maſculine : 
His Method pretty exat#: His Search into 
Antiquity, ſingular : His Wit very quick and 
beautiful: And the variety and extent - ns. 
Knowledge, ſurpriging. * 
And had he, who ( after leaving that part | 
which conſiſts moſt of Argument, to others *, 
makes no ſcruple of undertaking the _— of 2 
Diſputant, as well as that of an Hiſtorian ; 
diſcharged a good Conſcience in both, and ſtea- 
Aly made it his Buſineſs to reaſon and repre- 
ſent things juſtly : His Performance had Nn 
one of the brighteſt of that Age. 

But he fails in both theſe Points, as the 
following Diſcourſe will ſhew ; and I hops fo 
make more evident hereafter. 

The beſt Excuſe which can be . on Fry 
ide, (and that's but an indifferent one) is 
what Mr. Vernon gives us, in the Account of 

his Life, printed 1682. p. 87, 88. vis. That 
his Hiſtory of the Sabbath was written, print- 
ed, and preſented to the King in leſs than four 
Months. But if his being in ſo much haſte, 
( which was it ſelf a Fault) occaſioned ſuch 
Errors as thoſe I was juſt now ſpeaking of : 
[| The Author of them l-ved Tears enough af- 
| | ter, to look back and. conſider what he had 
5 done ; and publickly to retiify, or ast Pardon 


* See his Preface, 


OE: ( for 
| 8 * 


PREFACE. f 
for his Miſtates: Neither whereof, (as far as 
J can find,) he ever dis. 2 5 BY 
And when his Performance gives but a mean 
Idea both of the Fourth Commandment, and 
of the Religious Obſervation of the Chriſtian 
Sabbath; and withal, is drawn up with Art 


are too eaſy that way, and { by this Means) 
does Miſchief ſtill ; and the more, becauſe it 
Has paſſed in the World for near an Hundred 
Tears, without any tolerable Reply : It can- 
not be improper to pull off the Diſguiſe, and 
male it appear that neither the Fourth Com- 
mandment, nor the Lord's-Day are the worſe, 
becauſe (lite many other good Things) they 
have had the Misfortune- to be abuſed by the 
Folly and Superſtition of one Party, and the 
Spleen and Artifice of another. 9 
- The. Sabbatarians are the Men whom Dr. 
Heylin plants his Artillery againſt. 
And ( in ordey to ruin them) the Sabbath 
muſt be pelted from the beginning of the World, 
to Anno Chriſti 1655. What Luck he has 
had with this long-liud Chace, the Reader 


Wo 3, © WT. 


5 is left to judge. | 

a 1 ſhall ſay no more of it, but only that as 
N the ſlate of Things is much altered ſince his 
1 Time: So there can be no Wrong done, if I 
1 


tale occaſion from his Words to do 27 to 
Subject, while he is after ſomething elſe. 


1H 


and Aſſurance enough to deceive thoſe uh 
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EXO D. xx. 8, 9, 10, 11. 


Remember the ſabbath-day, to keep it holy, 

Six days ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy work. 

But the ſeventh day is the ſabbath of the Lord thy, 
God: in it thou ſhalt not do any work, thou, nor 
thy ſon, nor thy daughter, nor thy "vant, 
nor thy maid-ſervant, nor thy cattle, nor thy ſtran- 
ger that is within thy gates. 

For in ſix days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
ſea, and all that in them is, and reſted the ſeventh 
day: Wwherefore the Lord bleſſed the ſabbatb- day, 
and ballowed it. 


FIHAT God as the only abſolutely per- 
| fect 5 the great Maker, Preſer- 
ver, Lord, and Judge of the World; 
A whoſe Off-ſpring we are, and to 
27] whom we are accountable for our Be- 

"HA haviour ; to whoſe Bounty we are 
beholden for all the Bleſſings of this Life, and = 
| A 
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SERMON 4 


thi Behgine&s ie tape for in u better; (hugh þ 
1 Titk to dur Worſhip and Service; That 


theſe oughit pu ublickly (as well as privately, ) *to'be 


performed: That Time being a neceſſary Acciderit 
of l we do, à proper cbnvenient Portion of it 
ouglit to be laid out for both: That this:ought 
to be tempered fo, as neither to encourage Super- 
ſtition on the one hand, nor (on the other) in- 
dulge too much to worldly Cares and Amuſe- 
ments: That while corrupt Nature is prone to 
theſe Extremes, ſome ſettled Rule muſt be of uſe : 
And that the reducing what has been ſaid, from 
Theory into Practice, is far enough from a Trifle: 
ſeems agreeable to the pureſt Dictates of Nature; 
and (as far as Hiſtory gives us Light) is confirm- 
ed by the common Senſe of all Ages. 

It does not ſuit with my preſent Purpoſe, to 
2 on theſe Preliminary Points, of which e- 

nough hath been already ſaid by the Learned. 

My Buſineſs is with Scripture, where nothing is 
anne plain, than that the Almighty did think it 
worth his while, to ſet out a Day for his publick 
Worſhip and Service in particular; and net on! 
fix it to one Day in ſeven, but determine whic 
of the ſeven it ſhould be. And though there hath 
been pretty much Diſpute, Whether that Rule was 
given to Mankind, or only to the ewe; wiſe and 


good People ſeem generally to acquieſce in this: 


That Gen. ii. 3. (of which more anon) relates to 

the original Bleſſing and Sanctifying of the Seventh 

Day, long enough / before either Moſes or the Fews 

were heard of; and is HED. by Moſes himſelf 

where. it is moſt proper, ſuppoſing the Day to have 

abeen then actually bleſſed and ſanCtified ;and ſup- 
ling this Bleſſing and Sanctification to relate to 


0 
Mankind, as other things 9 and after) in the 
ſame 


i Bt 


SERMON I. 3 


ſame Hiſtory do: That the Obſervation of one 
Day in ſeven (particularly the ſeventh from the 
firſt of Labour) is wiſely and well enough calcula- 
ted for a common ſtanding Rule in all. Ages, to 
reſerve. a Memorial of God's ſeventh Days Reſt, 
3 the Work of Creation, and (by Conſequence) 
of the Creation it ſelf; to promote an hereditary 
Regard for the Great Creator; and to ſerve the 
common Intereſt of Piety and Vertue. In this re- 
ſpect, at leaſt, the Sabbath bears the Marks of 
that God, who alone ſaw through the whole Ex- 
tent of Time; was perfectly acquainted with hu- 
man Nature, and knew how to ſuit himſelf to 
every Age: Who alone hath ſuch an Authority in 
the Caſe, as will not admit of Cavils and Diſ- 
putes, which (Experience ſhews) the ſtated Time 
of Retirement from ſecular Affairs is much more 
liable to, than many other Circumſtantials are; 
who alone is uncapable of Miſtake or Prejudice; 
and (for this Reaſon) is the fitter to check People's | 
common greedy Humour, who are not caſily 
brought off from the Cares and Amuſements of 
the World, without enquiring by what Authority 
it is done, 1 4 
For theſe Reaſons, it ſeems natural enough to 
ſuppoſe the common Father of the World, and 
the God of Peace and Order, as well as of Truth; 
to interpoſe in this Matter, which (in its Conſe- 
quences) would affect their Good as his Creatures, 
and his own Honour 8 | dr 


4 


* 
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SECT. II, 


And this naturally leads me to my Text; in the 
handling whereof I ſhall not confine my ſelf to eve- 

ry Particular in it, but diſcourſe of the Words in 
the following, Method. 


I. I will conſider the Duty here ROPE (Re. 
member the ſabbath-day, to keep it holy.) 


II. The Motive to this, (which conſidering the 
Place where it ſtands, the Manner how ' tis brought 
in, the Uſage of Scripture, and the Streſs which 
is there laid upon it; had been much the ſame, if 
what is tranſlated [ for] had been omitted; ) for in 
fix days the Lord made heaven and earth, the ſea, | 
aud all that in them is, and reſted the ſeventh day : 
wherefore the Lord bleſſed the ſabbatb. day, and hal. 
lowed it, Some Practical Notes on theſe two Heads 
I reſerve till hereafter, when they will appear with 
more Advantage. I begin with the 


. Firſt, Remember the ſabbath-day, to Jeep it holy, 
As if the Almight batt ſaid, Seriouſly call to mind 
this ſacred Feſitva the Memorial of-it freſh 


upon your Minds, ae your ſelves to the 


Thoughts of this ſtated Reſt and Retirement from 
the World: Conſider it with that Intenſion which 
becomes the Subject. God calls you not to idle 
Speculation, but to ſuch a Remembrance of the 
Day as ſerves the end, (the keeping of it holy). And 
"a9 I come to the Motive in my Text (For in ſix 
days, &c;) This there's only too much Occaſion 


to immind People of, while we are ſo apt to for- 


get our ſelves, when (in Obedience to Cuſtom, and 
the 


S DPR ON Ii 4 


the Direction of our Church) we repeat thoſe 
Words at the End of the fourth Commandment, 
in the Communion- Office (Lord have mercy upon 
us, and incline our bearts to keep this law), Which 
(ſays Dr. Heylin, in his Hiſtory of the Sabbath, Part 
2. c. 8. ſect. 3.) being uſed accordingly, as well 
upon the hearing of the fourth Commandment, as 
of any other; hath given ſome Men a Colour to 

rſuade themſelves, that certainly it was the 
Meaning of the Church, that we louie keep a 
Sabbath (that is, as he explains himſelf afterwards, 
a Fewi/h kind of Sabbath) ſtill, though the Day be 
changed. 

Then he takes Pains to prove (what we readily 
own) that the Reviſors of the Liturgy could not 
mean thus; but had more of the Chriſtian, than to 
admit of any ſuch Thought. 

Next he favours us with his own Account of the 
View wherewith this ſhort Prayer was put in, viz. 
In order to cruſh the furious Fancies of the Anabap- 
tiſts, who were againſt the hallowing of certain 
Days for God's Service. (He ſhould have added, 
As a Contradiftion to the Spirit and Tenor of the 
Goſpel ; and an Abſurdity for Man to pretend to, with- 
out a Warrant for it from the Word of God: For up- 
on this Principle thoſe Auabaptiſts went). 

Suppoſing then that the forementioned Clauſe 
(Lord have 7 upon us, &c.) was placed there, 
ut ſupra, In order to cruſh the Anabaptiſt Fancies ; 
the Deſign of ſuch Inſertion muſt be, to infinuate 
that a human Authority is ſufficient to make the 
Inſtitution of theſe Days lawful: That the Scrip- 
ture (rightly underſtood) makes rather for, than 
againſt ſuch Inſtitution; And that all this may fair- 
ly be drawn from the fourth Commandment. But 
as it is impoſſible that this ſhould cruſh the furious 

Fancieg 


bath, is the Day indirectly pointed at here, ſeems 
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Fancies of the Anabapriſts, who. would look upon 
ſuch Inſinuation as a mere Fancy; and no body 
could ever ſhew how this Jumble of certain Holy- 
days (without Regard to the Chriſtian Sabbath,, 
more than to any other) is countenanced by the 


fourth Commandment : I am the more loth to be- 


lieve that this is a juſt Account of the Intention of 
the forementioned Compilers; and would rather 
hope that they had no ſuch Deſign, or (at leaſt), 
that they never deſigned to 9 any ſuch Opt- 
nion upon others. | " 
- Secondly, That the cruſhing of the Fancies of the 
Anabaptiſts, was the End of putting in the fore- 
mentioned Clauſe, does not appear from the Hi- 
ſtory of thoſe Times; and that we are not obh- 
ge £0 take bag rh upon the TIONS 
redit, will (I hope) ſufficiently appear, before ! 
„ | Shi rar 4 
Thirdly, The Doctor adds (if we look into the 
Articles of our Church, 26, 37, 38, 39.) We fhall 
find what eſpecial Care was taken to ſuppreſs the 
Errors of the Auabaptiſts in other Points which 
had taken Footing (it ſeems) in this Church and 
Kingdom. . 
And from hence he concludes, that it was the 
more likely that this Clauſe was added in the Com- 
munion Office, with the ſame View. The Argument 


lies here: The Church, in another Place which was 


proper for it, paſſes a Cenſure upon the Errors of 
the Anabaptiſts in other things. Therefore it is the 
more likely, that the fore- mentioned Clauſe was ad- 
ded in a Book where not one Word is ſaid of the 
Anabaptiſts, or their Errors, from one End to the 
other. Now what is this but to beg the Queſtion ? 
Fourthly, That the Lord's Day, or Chriſtian Sab- 


moſt 


. 


„ 
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moſt agreeable to this : That (the 'Sabbath-Day ) 
was then one common known Title of the Lord's 
Day ; which it was not of any other of our Holy 
Days. N 

| Fiftbly, This Clauſe, or Petition, being indiffe- 
rently uſed at the End of the fourth, as well as of 
the other Commandments ; and this farther Clauſe 
(Lord bave mercy upon us, and write all theſe thy 
laws in our hearts, we beſeech thee) being added ar 
the End of the tenth ; [which preſuppoſes our Con- 
cern in them all, though (as we are taught by our 
"Catechiſm, as well as by Mofes,)) they were directly 
and immediately given to the Jews]: The fourth 

Commandment being placed by God and the 
Church among thoſe few choice Laws which relate 
'to the common 'Good of civil Society, and infor- 
ced with that Motive which was long enough be- 
fore the Diſtinction of Few and Gentile, (God's 
Reſt from the ſix Days Work of-Creation, and his 
Bleſſing and Sanctifying of the Day whereon he 
reſted) and, as here introduced by the Church, ha- 
ving no other Preface, than (God ſpake theſe words 


ſaying, I am the Lord thy God: He who is as 
much our Lord and God, as he was the Lord and 


God of the Jeu): And that being omitted, on 


this Occaſion, which was particular to that People 


(who brought thee out of the' land of Agypt, out of 


the houſe of bondage) : All this laid together ſeems 


to imply, that (in the Judgment of the Reviſors, 
confirmed by the Acceptation of-Church and State) 
we ought to obſerve the weekly facred Reſt after 
the ſix Days of Labour: That as the Fews did this 
on that Day of the Week, and in that Manner, 


which ſuited beft with the Diſpenſation under 
which they lived; ſo we ſhould do it on that Day 


of the Week, and in that Manner, which ſuits beſt 
with 


take away the other 
. preſent Diſpute. _ Tis ſufficient for my Purpoſe, 
that no ſuch Inclination appears to have been, as 
to the Lord's Day: Nor does the Doctor himſelf 
(in his Hiſtory of the Reformation) ſo much as pre- 
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with the Chriſtian State: That our Obligation ſo 
to do, is deducible from the Equity of the fourth 


Commandment; and that whoever refuſes to do, 
ut ſu pra, ſo far offends againſt this Law of God. 
It will be proper now to conſider what Dr. Hey- 
lin ſays further, in the ſame Section, viz. That 
this ſhort Prayer, at the End of the fourth Com- 
mandment, was conceived when there was no Sul- 


picion that any would make uſe thereof to intro- 
duce a J7ewiſb Sabbath, but when People were ra- 


ther inclined to the contrary Error; to take away 


thoſe certain and appointed Times, (Lord's Days, 


and other Holy Days) which, by the Wiſdom of 
the Church, had been retained fince the Reforma- 
tion. To which I anſwer, | 
What Inclination People had, or had not, to 
Holy Days, is wide of the 


tend what he talks of here. But we deny not 


that People were then /as they are now) far enough 
from being inclined to the Few!/h Extreme; and 


were more tainted with the contrary Error, as it 
ſprings from an Over- love of, and Value for, the 
orld. And if (in order to prevent this grow- 


ing Evil, to which all Ages are too much incli- 
ned) thoſe Reverend Prelates provided ſome Re-. 
medy, and placed it in the ſtanding Service of the 
Church, and the moſt ſolemn Part thereof, the 


Communion- Office; they did that which (though 
not likely to cruſh. the furious Fancies of a mad- 


brained Party) might have a good Effect upon the 
more peaceable Members of her own Communion, 
who join in her. publick Service, and have a Re- 


ſpect 
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ſpect for her Authority. The Statute 370 & 6tg 

Edv. 6. and what the Doctor quotes from Q. Eliza 
beth's Injunctions, ſhall be conſidered hereatter; in 

. their proper Place. | 

* 


SECT. III. 


In the mean time I cannot but obſerve, that 
though the Provocation which Dr. Heyliz met 
with from a Superſtitious Party, carried him ſome- 
times beyond his Guard; he is not for baniſhing 
the ten Commandments out of the Communion- 
Office, as ſome ſingular ſelf-conceited People are. 

We grant, that the putting of the Ten Com- 
mandments into the Communion-Office, was not 
done, at firſt, by our Reformers; who being 
ſo lately come out of the Sink of Popery, may be 
all not ſo ſuddenly to think of every thing 
that was decent and proper. 1 

But it was done afterwards, upon ſecond 
Thoughts: And whether this be a ſuffieient Rea- 
ſon for expelling the Commandments from that 
Part of our publick Service, the World is left to 
judge. | | 


| 

| 

| | 

2. Though the Ten Commandments wete not | 
| 


iI--mn ov 0 © 


put, at firſt, into the Communion-Office ; they 

were placed then, as the main Summary of our 

Duty, in the Church Catechiſm, which repreſents 

the Obſervation of the Sabbath, as implyed in that 

Love, Worſhip, Gratitude, Invocation, and Ho- 
nour for him and his Word, which are properly | 
God's Due. 4 233 | 
3. By the gth Injunction of King Edward t <<.» 
VIth, 4 the frſt Year of his 2 they 4 fg 
be examined, who came to Confeſſion in Lent, | 
Whether they could recite their Credo, Pater M- | 
n fers,” | 


„ I2 E.£& p LA As, 


J 


4 
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er, and Ten Commandments in Engliſh, before 
they received the Bleſſed Sacrament at the Altar, 
In the firſt reformed Communion-Office, and in the 
Prayer for Chriſt's Church, the People were di- 
rected to pray for Grace, that they might keep 
God's Commandments. And in the Catechiſm, (be- 
fore the Review of the Liturgy) they were told that 
theſe Commandments are the 2 which God ſpake 
in the 20th Chapter of Exodus. But if it was de- 
cent, and proper, (even then) in the Communion- 
Office, to put up the ſame Prayer ( in different 
Words) with relation to the whole Set; it could 
be no Crime, or Abſurdity afterward, to do the 
ſame thing (in different Words) with relation to 
each Commandment. \ 
4. At the ſame Time that theſe People are for 
utting the Ten Commandments out of the Communi- 
o0n-Oſfice, they are ſo gracious as to allow them a 
Place in the Church Carechiſm. But why the fourth if 
Commandment ſhould ſtand there, if the Law of the 
Sabbath is not one good Means toward publick 8 
Peace and Order, and to . Religion in the 
World; or why (if the Caſe be otherwiſe) it may 
not ſtand in the Communion-Office ſtill, without 
any Crime, or Indecency ; no body hath yet been 
able to ſhew. | | 
5. The Ends for which the Ten Commandments i 
are put into the Church Catechiſm, and into the 
Communion-Office, are different; as is hinted by the 
Title of the one, and the Rubrick of the other. 3 
And the former is ſo far from ſuperſeding, that 
it rather makes way for the other. Thus the 
Church ſeems hitherto to have thought: And (till 
ſufficient Reaſon appears for the contrary )- they 


who have more Reſpect for the Judgment of the 
| Church, 


„ 


FRA a” 5 »% &A 
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= Church, than for the A en of ſome ſingular 
People, are likely to think ſtill. 7 1 85 
6. In the Judgment of the Church, our having 
or not having the Ten Commandments in the Commu- 
nion-Office, was left to her Liberty; who (without 
cenſuring of other Churches, or troubling herſelf 
about what they have not done in this Matter) 
might act as ſhe thought fit for the Good of her 
= own Members. And though this Church does not 
pretend to be infallible, ſhe may (without Immo- 
deſty) expect from her own Clergy at leaſt, that 
they ſnould not affront her for acting upon this 
Principle, to the Scandal of that publick Service 
to which they have ſolemnly ſubſcribed. In parti- 
cular, it may reaſonably be expected, that they 
who make ſuch a Stir about negative mere hu- 
man Precedents, ſhould ſhew how far ſuch Prece- 


dents oblige : Why our Church ſhould be confined 


in this Point, to the Pattern ſet by others, when 
there are ſo many other Circumſtances where ſhe , 
was under no ſuch Obligation: What Precedents 
there are (either antient or modern) of other 
Churches not putting the Ten Commandments in, for 
the ſame Reaſon that theſe People would have 
chem put out of, the Communion-Office : Or why the 
= four'!b Commanament may not as properly. ſtand 
chere, as in the Decalogue where God thought fit 
to place it. 
hey inſiſt, chat the Sabbath hath ſomething in 
it which looks foreign to the Chriſtian Religion. 
Where, if by (the Sabbath) they mean the Fewiſþ 
Sabbath, as Part of that hand-writing of ordinances 
which was againſt us, which was contrary to us, and 
was blotted out by the Death of Chriſt, Colo. ii. 
14, 16. *tis granted that there is more than ſome- 
B 2 thing 


look ſomewhat impertinent, or improper, under 


other would not ſignify much. 


lick Reading of the Bible, but in the Goſpel for the 


Saviour, Matt. xxii. 37, 38, 39, 40. as the Summ 
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thing in the Sabbath, which not only looks, but 
is quite foreign to the Chriſtian Rehgion. — © 
Hut if they mean, that to 6bſerve one Day in 
ſeven, as a ſeaſonable Relief to Man fatigued with 
the Buſineſs of the ſix preceeding Days ; that Day 
which ſuirs beſt with the Chriſtian Diſpenſation: 
That for Coriſtians to do this, out of Reſpett te 
him who is both our Maker and Redeemer, the 
Creator and Saviour of the World; to the common 
Intereſt of Piety and Vertue; to the Practice of 
the Apoſtles, and of the Church ever fince; to 
publick Peace and Order ; to their owh Good and | 
Comfort; to the Law of God, as grounded on his 
own Example long enough before the Diſtinction 
of Jew and Gentile z and to the Appointment of 
our own Governors in Church and State, whom the 
Goſpel hath taught us to obey : That to do this, 
js ſomething foreign, to the Chriſtian Religion; that 
it is againſt and contrary to us as Chiſtians; or 
that Chriſt himſelf, or any of his Apoſtles, ever 
ſaid, or did any thing that makes ſuch a Practice 


the Goſpel ; they ought plainly to ſay fo, and (in 
the next Place) to juſtify the Aſſertion. But the 
latter I defy them to do; and (without this) the 
Let us now hear what they would have their 
Mother the Church do, in Obedience to their ſu- 
perior Wiſdom; and that is, (out of Spight to the 
fourth) to expel the Ten Commandments out of the 
Communion- Office; and to place in their Room what 
we have already, (not only in the common pub- 


18th Sunday after Trinity Sunday) the Words of our 


and Subſtance of rhe Decalogue : Adding thereto the 


\ 
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People's Anſwer at the End of the tenth Command- 
ment, and inſtead of ſaying (Lord have mercy upon 
us, and write all theſe thy in our bearts, ur be- 
fetch thee;) would have it altered thus, (Lord have 
mercy upon us, and write all thy laws in our hearts, 
we beſeech thee,) without ſpecifying Particulars, as 
the Decalogue does: A. Propoſal ſomething odd, as 
well as the Seaſon in which it appears. Of the 
latter I need ſay no more; only give me leave to 
add an Obſervation or two upon the former. 
1. The Ten Commandments (as they ſpecify thoſe 
Acts wherein the Love of God and our Neighbour 
conſiſts, and help People more readily to think of 
the ſeveral chief Breaches of Dury which they have 
been guilty of, and ask Pardon for, in the Petition 
at the Cloſe of each Commandment,) are more 
proper in this Place, and eſpecially before the giving 
of the Communion, than a ſhort Summary which is 
defective in both theſe Points, and (though exceed- 
ing juſt and good, agreeable to the Spirit of the 
Law, and particularly to that of the Goſpel ; ve- 
ry ſeaſonable at all times, as well as when deliver- 
ed by our Saviour ; very fit, as ſuch, for the Me- 
mory in tender Years; and to be afterward open- 
ed and impreſſed upon the Mind, as People grow 
more capable of it z) is not ſo plain and intelligible 
as the Ten Commandments are to common Under- 
ſtandings, which want Helps and Aſſiſtances that 
others can better ſhift without, and withal are not 
- capable of the more ſublime refined Parts of 
uty. 

| 2. Theſe People do not ſeem to conſider the 
Conſequence of what they would be at ; the Re- 
flection it would bring upon the Judgment of 
Church and State, who” have hitherto thought fit 
to let the Commandments ſtand where they do } 
„ 5 
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and could never yet ſee any Reaſon why they 
ſhould not do ſo ſtill: How many among our 
ſelves it would diſſatisfy; what a Door it would 
open to endleſs Diſputes, where (whoever 1s in the 
right) Religion is ſure to ſuffer in the End : The 
Scandal it would give to the leſs diſtinguiſhing 
Kind of People in particular, who are already too 
inclinable to abuſe any Colour of Excuſe for looſen- 
ing the Bonds of Duty ; and to catch at all Ad- 
vantages from any publick Affront put upon any 
one of the Ten Commandments, to think leſs ho- 
nourably of all the reſt. | | 
3. The placing of the Ten Commandments in the 
Engliſh (and after in the Scotch) Communion-Office, 
was neither cenſured at Home, nor proteſted a- 
gainſt Abroad ; and hath paſſed among us ever 
fince, with the common Approbation of wiſe and 
good People. And after our Liturgy hath been ſo 
often reviewed, corrected, and confirmed by Au- 
thority, and the Ten Commandments ſtill keep their 
Place; it would be perfectly new and unpreſiden- 
ted, for any one of tolerable Modeſty to expect 
that the Church ſhould break and alter this Part 
of her Service, before ſhe can tell why. =Y 


CT. IV. 


There's another Objection which I muſt remove, 
before I can diſcourſe any farther on my Text 
with Advantage. 

Tis grounded on thoſe Words of our Saviour, 


* 


Mark ii. 28. (therefore the Son of man is Lord alſo of 


the ſabbath ,) which (with a little Variation of the 
Phraſe) we find in St. Matthew and St. Luke ; and 
hath often been impertinently alledged by way of 


Slurr upon the-fourth Commandment ; and is ſo by 
| Dr, 
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Dr. Heylin in particular, Hiſt, Sabb. Part 1. c. 8. 
ſe. 6. The Truth of the Caſe was this: The Pha- 
riſees were highly offended at our Saviour's Diſci- 

les, for no greater Crime than Satisfying their 
— by plucking, rubbing in their Hands, 
and eating the Ears of Corn, as they paſſed in the 
Fields on the Sabbath-Day. For though the Action 
was warranted by the Law, Deut. xxi1. 253. yet 
in regard to the Day when it was done, they took. 
ſuch a Freedom to be unſeaſonable and . ; 
and accordingly draw up their Charge : 4 ebold, 
why do they (thy Diſciples) on the ſabbath-aay, that 
which is not lawful ? Mark ii. 24.] | 
Here therefore our Saviour mildly vindicates the 
Innocence of his Diſciples, 
By the Example of David (that Man after God's 
own Heart,) and thoſe that were with him, when 
hungry; who were allowed to eat the Shew-Bread, 
which (by the Law) was appointed only for the 
Prieſts : See 1 Sam. xx. 3, 4, 5, 6. compared with 
Exod. xxix. 32. Levit. vill. 31, 32, 35. 
By the Work which the Prieſts did in the Tem- 
ple, on the Sabbath; which (according to the ſu- 
e Rigour of the Phariſees) was prophane, 

ut (by God's Order and Appointment) was made 
blameleſs. 

By this Conſideration, (But I ſay unto you, that 

in this place is one greater than the 7. emple.) (t) 
By that famous Text in the Prophet Hoſea, (chap. 
vi. ver. 6.) I will have mercy, and not ſacrifice : 
(where God, the beſt Judge, gives the Preference 
to the former of theſe two.) And, 


By 


(+) Meaning himſelf; of whom the Prophet ſpeaks thus (ebe 
Lord whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to his Temple, even the Meſ- 
ſenger (or Angel) of the Covenant, who ye delight in, Mal. iii. 1.) 
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the Intention of the great Lawgiver, and the 
Eber which the Sabbath was home of "1 
The Sabbath ( ſays our Saviour) was made for man; 
and not man for the Sabbath: As if he had ſaid, The 
Sabbath was made for Man's Good and Comfort; 
and cannot (without contradicting its original be- 
neficent Deſign) make thoſe Actions unlawful, 
which are not only innocent in themſelves, but ne- 
ceflary for the Support of Fleſh and Blood, and 


88 r 
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e (ſo far) neceſſary in order to the Duties of the ab- 
Wit bath. The Sabbath was made for Man, not Man 
16% to be lorded over by the Sabbath: Man was made 
6% for nobler Ends, which ſuch a Rigor is inconſi- 


fl ſtent with. This hits the Phari/ces, both antient and 
| modern. See Matt. xii. ver. 1, to g. Mark ii, 23, 
to the End ; and Luke vi, 1, to 6. 4 

There's one Topick more which our Saviour ar- 


il gues from, which hath occaſioned a great deal of WP: 
8 Speculation 3 * ( for the San of man is Lord alſo of the i# 
1. ſabbath): that is, (as appears by the Connexion of WP" 


Wk this with what goes before.) He is ſo, in Matters 
0 of this kind; ſuch as the Diſciples were blamed 
10 for, and ſuch as the ſuperſtitious Phariſees laid ſo i 
0 much Streſs upon. | 
| This common Lordſhip our Saviour (an uncom- 
mon Perſon, who acted by a divine extraordina 
4 Commiſſion) might well challenge to himſelf. WF 
1 [The ſabbath (of which he was Lord) was made for 
15 man, and not man for the ſahbath.] F 
bl. 8 And from hence it follows (not that any Man is 
"hi the San of Man, but) that any Man hath a Right 
f to the ſame Privilege in the ſame Caſe ; much more 
the Son of Man, in 2 of himſelf and his o 
Diſciples. | ' 
To this Purpoſe it may not be improper to ob- 
ſerve, that St. Mark (chap. ii. ver. 28.) doth 2 
Ys, 
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2 y, (nc 5 Kipp» leu, &c. ) but Ces Kin- iow 5 d- 7 
e  Foafdure,) Thus again in St, Matthew, 
hap. xii. ver. 7, 8. (But if ye bad known what this 
eanetb, [ will have mercy and not ſacrifice, ye would 
g have condemned the guiltleſs. For the Son of man 
Ss Ld cuen (or alſo) of the ſabbath : Ki. Þ irs 5 
eu dig. N u. And to this the Words 
St. Luk: (chap. vi. ver. g.) very well agre, (Or. 

We © ion u. en dnlgarcy %; rod ca], where the 
Emphaſis is ſtil] laid (not upon his being Lord of 


But this only by the By. To return then to 
hat we are told before by theſe three Goſpel-Wri- 
© IS ; doo which I have two or three Obſervations 
add.“ 
Hit then, Our Saviour (on this Occaſion) checks 
ee high-flown Zeal of the Pbariſees, who made the 
abbath more ſtrict than God had made it; and 
Whcews what poor Interpreters they were of their 
pwn Law. 1 
But it does not appear from any thing he ſays, 
at he meddles with that 1 Whether he 
ho was made under the law (Gal. iv. 4.) and came 
not to deſtroy, but) to fulfil its Precepts, Mat. v. 
7. could (when he ſaw the End of the Law per- 
erted) wholly diſannul the Law of the Sabbath, as 
Memorial of God's Reſt after the Work of Cre- 
lion; (which could only ſerve to make things 
orſe, eſpecially conſidering how many other things 


Wide : ) Or, Whether he had Authority to diſſolve 
l Obligation to obſerve any Sabbath at all. 
There's nothing which he ſays, or does, either 


ccounted for, without running ſuch Le ag 
| his, Weakly therefore do Dr. Heylin, Mr. T a 
== C 0 
| : 


e Sabbath, but) upon his being the Son of Man. 


ight, under the ſame Pretence, have been ſet a- 


re or any where elſe, but may eaſily enough be 


/ 
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(of whom more hereafter) and others, argue fron i 
our Saviour's Words or Deeds, or both, that e 


have ſuch an Authority over the Sabbath as there ; 
is no Occaſion for; and would be neither for the 


Credit of this ſacred Reſt, nor for the publick 
Good. | 
Secondly, That the Sabbath was made for. the 


good of Man, our Saviour ſeems to intimate, not 3% 1 


only in Mark ii. 27, but in the 716 of St. Fobn, u, 
23, 24. [Fa man on the ſabbal b. day receive circum: 2 
ciſion, that the Law of Moſes may not be broken: an 


ys angry with me, becauſe (out of a tender Regard 


for the Good and Comfort both of Soul and Body) 
1 bave made a man der y whit whole on the ſabbalb 
day? (See John v. 14.) Judge not according to 2. 
pearance, but judge righteous judgment.) Where the 
Fewws, to whom our Saviour ſpeaks, might have 
retorted on him with Advantage; if Acts af Mer. 

cy and Goodneſs were not molt agreeable to the 


original Deſi ign of the Sabbath, or if this was not 


diſcoverable in Scripture, + - 
Thirdly, 'Tis for the Honour of the Sabbath, ; 
that its Lord and ours urges ſo many conſiderable b 
Things, and takes ſo much Pains, to excuſe a ne- 
ceſſary innocent Action done upon it by his Diſc: 
ples and Servants: That he derogates no farther WW 
even from the ceremonial Part of that Sacred Reſt, i 
than by teaching People, that (by God's own Di- 
rection) this ought to 1 ſubmit to Acts of Neceſſity 
and Mercy 3 ( which would take up no conſidera 
ble Time, and hinder neither the publick nor pri- 
vate Worſhip and Service of God): And that 
(while he reproves the ignorant, high-flown Zeal WF 
of a fuperſtitious Party) he gives ho Colour for 5 
the contrary Extreme. | 


- Fourth * 
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e fron Fourthly, The Sabbath (as made for the Good 
hat we BF Man, was the fitter to be given to Mankind, 


s there pe fore the Jews were heard of in the World. 

for the | 

ublick +4 STEW 

or the And thus I come once more to that which will 


e, no ive Light into my Text; and from whence the 
1, ver, Part of it is copied with ſome Difference, (ſo 
nuch as the Spirit of God thought moſt ſuitable to 
Wche different State of Things under and before the 
Law). I ſpeak now of Gzn. ii. 3. where we are 
told, that God bleſſed the ſeventh day, (after the ſix 
of Creation) and ſanctiſied it: becauſe that in it be 
ad reſted from all bis work, which God created and 
ade. ; 

This is what Scaliger (in the laſt Edition of his 
Emendatio temporum ) calls the firſt Sabbath. In Cran- 
mer's Bible, 1546. (the Contents of Gen. ii.) it is 
called the Sabbath-day, which God is ſaid to hallow 
or ſanctify. And fo it is in Mr. TyndaPs Bible, 
1549. And we deny not (fays Dr. Heylin), but 
that Text in Geneſis affords us a ſufficient Intima- 
tion of the Equity and Reaſonableneſs of it (Man's 
Sabbath,) which is, God's reſting on that Day from 
all his Works which he had made, Hift. Sabb. Part 
1. c. 2. ſect. 5 But becauſe what 5 — Al- 
mi would e in creating th's World; 
— would _- Tal hacker Gat Reſt ſhould 
be exemplary or not, and in what Kind or Degree 
depended on the Pleaſure of che Creator, and is 
not deducible from the mere Principles of Reaſon : 
The Equity and Reaſonableneſs of Man's Sabbath 
— a Divine Revelation, in Regard to God's 

Farther, it ſuppoſes an Agreeableneſs in 
the Circumſtances of m_ to whom the Revela- 
* tion 
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tion is made. But becauſe the dwelling on theſe 
Points would lead me to Speculations which ar 
not ſo directly to my preſent Purpoſe ; I ſhall con. 
tent my ſelf with juſt eee of them, and 
beg Leave to obſerve what the Scripture 1s clear 
enough in, and all Parties are agreed about: Tha nn 
God's Reſt after the ſix Days Work of Creation, 
was deſigned to be exemplary. The oe is, 
Whether this Exemplarineſs extended to Mankind, 
or only reſpected the Jes? | And this Queſtion if 
hath been attended with another; Whether God's i 
Reſt was a mere Ceaſing to create? As ta the for- 
mer we have this Advantage; That no ſuch Limi- 
ration to that particular People, appears in, the 
Words themſelves, Gen. ii. in the Place where they 
ſtand, or in the Drift or Occaſion of the Diſcourſe. 
Nor does the Scripture give us the leaſt Hint of 
any particular Regard which this Reſt had to the 
Zews, till between Two and three thouſand Years 
after, Nor can the forementioned Limitation be 
proved from the Abſurdity of ſuppoſing God's Ex- 
ample to have had a more extenſive View; as will 
(I hope) appear to any one who impartially conſi- 
ders what I obſerved at the Beginning of this Diſ- 
courſe, | | ; 
Nor do our Antagoniſts pretend to prove the 
forementioned Limitation from any Place of Scrip- 
ture which ſpeaks of God's Reſt, of the Day when 
he reſted, of what he reſted from, or of the rela- 
tion which his Reſt had to Practice : But (in this 
Part of the Difpute) fly to Places which ſay no- 
thing of the Matter ; and endeavour to pump that 
3 its Silence, which they cannot from any thing 
it ſays. 1 _— 
Let us now hear Dr. Heylin, who tells us, that 
Gen, ii. 3, relates to the Time wherein Moſes my 
an 


dy 
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and wrote; and that this is the more general Ten- 
ar dry unanimouſly delivered both by Few and Chri- 
con. ian; and not fo much as queſtioned till theſe later 

and Days. Hi/t. Sabb. Part 1. c. 1. ſect. 2. To which 
clea WW 1 anſwer. 


Tha I. Nor then neither. For what Party in theſe 
tion, later Days, ever made any Queſtion, whether this 
n i, Text relates to the Time when Moſes lived, and 
cind, wrote? The Diſpute is about ſomething elſe, viz. 


{tion Whether that original Reſting on, Bleſſing and 
00's WW Sanctifying of, the ſeventh Day, which had a View 


for- to thoſe who lived ſo many Ages after, had not 
mi. ¶ſome Regard to thoſe who lived in the intermedi- 
the ate Space. 2 
they II. Suppoſe Jew and Cbriſtian to be generally 
urſe. (with one Conſent) agreed, That the Text now 
nt of before us relates directly and immediately to the 


Time when Moſes lived, and wrote; and that its 
doing ſo, was not ſo much as queſtioned till theſe 
later Days; (that is, as far as appears, till the 
Point came to be more narrowly ſifted:) The 
Force of the Arguwent lies in a Preſumption, that 
what paſſed through ſo many Hands, could not 
fail of being throughly canvaſſed ; and that what 
ſuch a Number agreed in, muſt needs be right. 
But if when the Caſe: comes to be throughly ex- 
amined, no ſufficient Reaſon can be found for any 
ſuch Agreement: If *tis generally agreed, that (in 
W things of no more Importance) both Few and Gen- 
ile have ran into as great Miſtakes as this, if it be 
one: And if (in a Matter which depends ſo much 
W upon Revelation) we have Reaſon to expect ſome- 
thing farther than telling of Noſes : Then all this 
WT takes off from the Force of the forementioned Pre- 
WT ſumption; and may reaſonably make us ſuſpect, 


W char che Agreement which the Doctor ſpeaks of, 
N is 
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is grounded more on the Confidence of ſome, and 
the Credulity of others, than on any thing of Right 
or Truth. | 
Dr. Heylin (in the ſame Section) quotes Fo/ephns, 
on his Side. And there needs no farther Proof of 
his Impertinency, than the Words of that learned 
Few. The Paſſage is in the Dr's Hiſt. Sabb. Part 1. 
c. I. ſect. 2. (xai r x05puor, &c. So that Moſes 
fays, bat the world, and all that is therein, cas made i 
in fix whole days; and that on the ſeventh day God il 
Fook reſt, and ceaſed from his labours 1 "O81 . 
Tram av F rb var rar ayers Thy yu igœs : By reaſon 'F 
whereof we likewiſe deſiſt from Travail (t) on 
that Day which we call the Sabbath, that is, Re- 
pole. God's Reſt therefore (according to Fofepbus) 
was the Reaſon why celebrated one. And 
when he ſays (we alſo obſerve a rot) he ſuppoſes i 
an antecedent Celebration of that Reſt, which theirs 
opied from. And what Service all this will 
do the Doctor, it is not eaſy to conceive. 
Solomon Jarchi tells us, that God's bleſſing, on the 
ſeventh Day, relates to a thing future. And who 
ſays it does not? The Diſpute (as I obſerved be- 
fore) is about ſomething elſe, viz. Whether that 
Bleſſing had not a prior View to Mankind: And 
here Solomon Fachi is nothing to us; any farther, | 
than he proves what he affirms. | 3 
Mercer afferts no more, but that the Jews, com- 
monly refer the San#:fication of the Sabbath, to the | | 


Law eſtabliſked by Moſes. And that this (if true) 
is not much to the Purpoſe, ſhall be ſhewn in id 
proper Place. 


f 
f 


(#) It mould be, W+ alſe obſerve a Ref 
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Mean time, give mè Leave to obſerve, That 
the ſame Mercer is of Opinion, that the Firſt Fa- 
thers (taught of God) obſerved the /eventh Day. 
See his Comment upon Gen. 11, . 

But he does not believe that they had any Con- 
mand for this Purpoſe, 1 5 

And ſo far (for any thing I know) he is in the 
right. N 

Ehe next Place, which aſcends ſo high as the 
Original of the Sabbath, is my Text: Where (as 
well as in Gen. ii. 3.) one thing is viſible z that the 
= Reaſon given for God's being and ſandtifying of the 
= /cv-nib, rather than of another Day, is not drawn 
trom any thing which bis Day hath in it , more 
chan the ohe, Days of the Nee; but from its be- 
Ing che Day whereon he reſted from the Work of 
Creation. And if the Reaſon of bleſing and ſanti- 
Hing the Day, may be allowed to guide us, as to 
the end for which the Day was bleed and ſancti- 
id; then from hence it appears, that (in ble//ing 

and ſantiifying of the ſeventh Day) the Almighty 
did not ſo much regard the diſtinguiſhing of one 
Day from another, as the keeping up a Memorial 
= of his Reſt from the Work of Creation, and (by 
= Conſequence) of the Creation it ſelf. But to keep 
alive a Memorial of the Creation was (upon ſeveral 
Accounts) very uſeful and convenient for Man- 
kind, as well as for the Jes; and, in particular, 
ss a Preſervative againſt Idolatry. And as the 
Great Creator fitted it for ſo extenſive a Purpoſe, 
es moſt worthy of him, to ſuppoſe that this was 
not done in vain. | 

There's one Place more where Moſes ſpeaks of 
God's primitive Reſt ; and the Occaſion is particular 
enough. *Tis Exod. xxxi. 17. 


Here 
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Here God Almighty calls the Sabbath a Sign be- 
tween him and the Children of 1/rael for ever. And 
had it been originally intended as ſuch, between 
him and them only ; Whar could have been more 
proper, than to have implied this, in giving only 
ſuch a Reaſon for its being a Sign, (ut ſupra) as 
had no relation but to them alone, and to them 
only after their Deliverance out of Egypt? 

But God, who beſt knew his own Meaning, ne- 
ver once gives any ſuch Reaſon for it. The only 
Argument which he urges, on this Occaſion, is ſuch 
as had been as proper before, as after their Servitude 
in Egypt, and their Deliverance from thence ; or 
might as well have been preſſed on any Worſhippers 
of the Creator in the /preceeding Patriarchal State. 
Give me Leave to add, that what's called here (a 
Sign for ever,) in the Words immediately before, is 
called an everlaſting Covenant. Where, by the Re- 
petition of the Terms, the Scripture intimates the 
Emphaſis which is laid on that Continuance. And 
at this we ſhall wonder the leſs, when we conſider, 
that the Reaſon given for it, (God's making heaven 
and earth in fix days, and reſting on the ſeventh; 
——ſuppoling it any Reaſon or Motive at all,) 
would not totally expire with the Jewiſh State: 
And (for this Reaſon) was the fitter for the Cog- 
nizance of Mankind, before the giving of the 
Law. 

I cannot diſmiſs the Text now before us, with- 
out obſerving farther, that what in Gen ii. 3. is ex- 
preſſed thus, (and be reſted on the ſeventh day,) is 
here improved into (he reſted and was refreſhed : ) 
Which ſeems to imply ſomething more than bare- 
ly ceaſing to create; ſince otherwiſe (and was re- 
freſbed) had better been let alone. Tis true, God 


who is infinitely perfect, cannot be weary, or want 
Refreſh» 
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Refreſhment. *Tis below him, to be affected, as 


we poor Mortals are. b 

But (in Condeſcenſion to human Underſtandings) 
he hath many things aſcribed to him in Scripture, 
in the human way, which muſt not be taken ſtrict- 
ly as they ſound. And ' tis as true, that he who 
hath not our Affections, hath ſomething more con- 
ſiderable which anſwers to it, in a way ſuitable to 
the ſuperior Excellence of his Being. To ſuppoſe 
the ſame, in relation to the preſent Caſe, is, to 
ſuppoſe no more than is agreeable to the Uſage of 
Scripture, 

One thing more I cannot but take Notice of ; 
and that is, that Reſt and Refreſhment (as aſcribed 
to God) being different things from what they 
are, when aſcribed to Man; may be one Reaſon 
why the Scripture (which lays ſo much Streſs up- 


on God's ſeventh Day's Reſt, and the following of 


his Example ) gives no farther Account what that 
Reſt was, which Man's is copied from. Nor is it 
very material, Whether the Curioſity and Imperti- 
nence of ſome People will be ſatisfied with this, or 
any thing farther that can be ſaid about it. Tis 
ſufficient for honeſt religious Minds, that (in things 
which depend on Revelation) *tis God's Buſineſs to 
preſcribe what Meaſure of Light we ſhall have: 
And *tis ours, to acquieſce in his Pleaſure. 

The next Place which touches the Original of 
the Sabbath, is Mart ii. 7, Of which before. | 

There's only one Scripture-Writer more who 
meddles with that Point, and that only in one 
Chapter : St. Paul, Heb. iv. implicitly, v. 3. more 
directly, iv, 10, Of the two former I ſhall have 
Occaſion to take Notice by and by. My Buſineſs 
at preſent is with the laſt : (For he who is entered 
into his Reſt, he alſo hath ceaſed from his own 

7 ene enn | Works, 
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Works, as God did from his. Kerizevos d Þ Kevin 
art, dn gg das F ien 604%, hath reſted from his Works, 4 
as God did from his own.) Where the Terms' a » 
plied to God and Man allude to a common Ca 
That Reſt from ſome conſiderable Work when fi. 
niſhed, which diſcovers it ſelf by ſuitable Marks of 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction. 

Again, (be hath reſted from his Works) preſup- 
poſes Labour and Travail as proper to the Chri- 
ftian State. Let us labour therefore ( ſays the Apo- 
ſtle in the very next Verſe) 7o enter into that reſt, 
left any man fall after the ſame example of unbelief. 

here he points at the Caſe of the Jes in the 
Wilderneſs the Difficulties they ran throu h, be- 
fore they came to their Reſt in the Land of Canaan; 
and the bad State of thoſe who fell ſhort of it, by 
their Unbelief. 

Reſt preſuppoſes Labour; and Labour makes 
Reſt ſweet, 

Farther, theſe Words (bath reſted, 8c.) ſuppoſe 
ſome Analogy between God's Reſt and Man's: So 
much at leaſt of the conſiderable i in the Divine Reſt, 

as is ſufficient to encourage all the Pains which a 
Chritian is obliged. to take. Let us labour there- 

fare, (ſays the 21 le. in the next Verſe) to enter 
into that reſt. But of this more anon. 

Thus tar then (T hope) we are got clear; and 
the Bible will do our Antagoniſts no Service, but 
is rather more favourable on our Side. 

To make, this more plain, as to Mises in particu- 
hoes: whole. Account the Apoſtle (in the rected 
Chapter); glances at; give me Leave once more to 
reſume that Text in Gene/ts (cop. ii.) and to pre- 
ſent you with the Whole Paſſage, as Moſes does him- 
fell. Tas tbe heavens and the earth were finiſhed, 
and all the hojt of them, (that is, in tlie ſix preceed- 
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ing Days; as appears by the Chapter before this,) 
My on 1 gvenib day God ended (aten. erfe&ed) 
bis work which he had made. And God blefſed the 
ſeventh day, and ſanttified it: becauſe that in it be 
had reſted from all bis work, which God created' and 
made; or, created to make, ver. 1, 2, 3. Where tis 
owned on all Hands, that God's finiſhing the Hea- 
vens and Earth, and all the Hoſt of the g 7 = 
fecting his Work on the ſeventh Day; and reſtin 
from all his Work which God created to make; 
are all actual, and relate to what paſs'd then. 

Now the bleſing and ſan?tifying being ſubjoined 
to God's ſeventh Day's Reſt, as that is to his per- 
fecting his Work; and this to his finiſhing the Hea- 
vens and Earth, and all the Hoſt of them; and 
the ſame Copulative (and) being uſed all the way, 
without the leaſt Mark of any Difference with Re- 
gard to the Point in Diſpute : To believe that this 
ble//ing and ſanctifying (as well as the other Particu- 
lars) were actual, and bear the ſame relation they 
do, that is, to Mankind is, to believe what ſuits 
beſt with the Nature of Hiſtory, and the Circum- 
ſtances of the Place. From this Bottom we ought 
not to ſtir, without ſome urgent Reaſon for it, 
which 1s what I could never yer meet with. 

"Tis granted, that (in Scripture) we meet with 
Anticipations, or actual Deſignations, which relate 
to ſome future very diſtant Uſe. And theſe eafily 
diſcover themſelves, when compared with other 
Places; and by the Abſurdity of expounding * 
as we do the Text in Diſpute. But this could ne- 
ver yet be proved, in relation to Gen. ii. 3. And 
therefore ſuch Anticipations, or Deſignations, in 
other Places, will not prove that no more may be 
meant in this. n 
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Give me Leave to add, that where Anticipations, 
or actual Deſignations, relate to ſome diſtant Mat- 
ter of Fact; the Theory of them in the mean 
while, was far enough from uſeleſs and inſignifi- 
cant. | 

But if God's bleſſing and ſanctifying of the ſeventh 
Day, was not actual, or (if actual) directly and 
primarily related to the Jes, and to them alone: 
Of what Uſe could that Bleſing and San#ification 
be, ſo long before the Zews were born? | 
There's no doubt but their being placed ſo high, 
would add a kind of Solemnity to the Buſineſs. 
But there was no Octaſion for this Difference be- 
tween the Sabbath, and the other 7ew:/b Feſtivals 
if there was not a ſuitable Reaſon for it: Or if the 
ſeventh Day's Reſt was originally deſigned to be as 
much a Peculiar of the Jews, as the Feaſt of the 
New Moon, or that of Tabernacles. | 
One thing more I cannot but obſerve, that if by 
the Bleſſing and Sanctiſication, Gen. ii. 3. no more is 
meant than in other Places where the Scripture 
ſpeaks only by way of Anticipation, or Defighd- 
tion, ſuch as our Antagoniſts would confine this 
Text to: The ſame Way of Speaking would have 
been ſufficient, and more ſuitable to the Senſe here, 

as well as there, | 
Was there no more in that primitive Bleſſing 
and Sanktification, than this comes to: The Word 
( /anfified) without the Addition of (Heſſed) would 
better have ſerved the Turn, And of this San- 
Fiification the fourth Commandment (and what 
followed after) would have been ſuch a Record 
as had been both early and full enough. All 
this laid together, makes it probable that there 
was ſomething farther in the Caſe, than our Anta- 
goniſts are willing to admit. And this makes a 
els 
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leſs Wonder, that Philo Judæus (De Opif. Mundi, 
De vita Moſis, I. 2. & De Migrat. Abrabami:) The 
Targum upon the Title of the 92d Pſalm : St. Chry- 


ſoſtom, (in Lib. Gen. Hom, 10. & 18.) Lyra, in Gen. 


it. 3. Philoponus, (Com. in Hiſt. Creat.) D. S. Iſlip, 
Arch. Cant. (in Mandat. de Feſt. celebr. ſub Edv. 
III. 1362.) T. Aquinas, (S. Theol, S. S. Ed. 1608. 
213.) Alex, Hales, (Oper. Par. 3. in 3m. præcept.) 
Hugo Cardinalis, (Com. in Bibl. S. Hieron. ad Gen. 
ii. 3.) Syncellus, (in Chronol. ab Adaino.) Cardin. 
Bonadventure, (J. Oper. 7. Com. in Gen. ii. 3.) Lu- 
ther, (T. Op. 6. Com. in Gen. 11. 3.) Sir Tho. More, 
(Anſwer to Tyndal, Edit. 1557. p. 492.) Calvin, 
(Com. in Gen. ii. 3. & in Exod. xx. 11.) Salme- 
ron, (T. Op. 1. Edit. 1602. p. 85.) Munſter, 
(Notes on the Bible, 1546.) Henr. Stephanus, 
(Zrominziz, &c. Ed. 1628. p. 232.) Suarez, (Lib. 
2. de Relig. c. 1. ſet. 3.) Emmanuel Sa, (in Gen. ii. 
3.) Vatablus (Not. in Gen. ii. 3.) Engliſh Bible 1537. 
(Marginal Note in Gen. ii. 3.) Homily of our Church, 
(on the Place and Time pf Prayer.) Engliſb Bible, 
1539. (Margin. Note iþ Gen, 11. 3. ) Engliſh Bible 
printed 1551. (Marginal Note on the ſame.) Spa- 
niſh Bible 1569. (Contents of Gen. ii.) Queen Eliz. 
Bible 1572. (Contents of Gen. ii.) The Rhemiſts, 
in Apoc. i. 10.) Doway Bible, (Annot. in Apoc. i. 10.) 
Petavius, (Dott. temp. J. 4. c. 6.) Dr. Alix, (Re- 


flections on the Books of Script. 1688. Part 1. c. 7.) 


Turretinus, (Inſtit. Theol, 1689. p. 86, 87.) Dr. 
Tully, (Enchirid. Edit. Oxon. 17 12. p. 60.) Card. 
Bellarmine, (de Cultu Sanct. 1. 3. c. 11.) Dr. Lucas, 
(Serm. Vol. 2. Edit. 1702. p. 7.) Hugo Grotius, 
(Annot. in Exod. 20. Idem. & in Bapt. Puer. Inſt. 
Edit. 1706. p. 60, 61.) Curcellzus, (Oper. p. 955, 
Sc. Digreſſ. de Sabbato.) Epiſcopius, (Inſtit. Theol. 
1.3, c. 7. ſect. 4.) Eſtius, (Com. in J. 4. Sent. — 
1615. 
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1615. T. 3. p. 132.) - Wolzogen, (Op. Vol. 1. Edit. 


1656. p. 462.) Archbiſhop Uſer (Summ and Inf, 


.&c. printed 1649. p. 243. See alſo his Letters, 


printed 1686. p. 500, Cc.) The preſent moſt Re. 


verend Archbiſhop of Canterbury, (Expoſition on 
the Church Catechiſm on the fourth Commandment, ) 
Dr. Hammond, (on Heb. iv. 10.) Mr. Baxter, (Di. 
vine Appointment, &c. printed 1677. p. 181.) Ju- 
nius (Anal. in Gen. Edic. 1607. p. 134, 135.) Cor- 
nelius a Lapide, (Com. in Gen. ii. 3.) Biſhop An. 
drews, (Expoſition of the fourth Commandment, 
c. 4.) Biſhop Burnet (upon the Articles, &c. print- 
ed 1720. p. 104.) Dr. Taylor, (Duff, Dubitant. 
Printed 1696, p. 272.) Mr. Marſhall, (Chron, Tal. 
printed 1613.) The Oxford Bibliotheca Biblica far 
1717. N. 3.) And Biſhop Kidder, (See his Demon- 
ftration of the Meſſiah, printed 1726. p. 81.) And 
Biſhop Beveridge, in his Expoſition of he Church Ca- 
zechiſm, directly or indirectly give into the Senſe of 
Gen. ii. 3. which I have been pleading for, which 
ſeems to be the common Senſe of aur Divines. 

Nothing now remains upon this Head, but to 
anſwer the chief Objections againſt this Senſe of 
that Place, and the Uſe we make of it in-relation 
to the Patriarchs. | 

Firſt then, The Silence of Scripture, as to obſer- 
ving the ſeventh Day, in the Patriarchal State; or 


as to any Notice that was taken of the weekly Di- 


viſion of Time, before the giving of the Law: 1s 
urged as a notable Proof, that there was no ſuch 
thing antecedent thereto. 

* This is the grand Argument of Archbiſhop Bram- 
Hall, Dr. Fiddes, and others; particularly of Dr, 
Heylin, in the 2d and 3d Chapters of the Firſt Part 
of his Hiſtory of the Sabbath. To this therefore | 


anſwer : 
| 1. That 
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1. That the Silence of Scripture is no deciſive 
Argument in the Caſe, and amounts to no more 
than a ſtrong Preſumption 3 the moſt conſiderable 
of our Antagoniſts ſeem now pretty ſenſible. 
And that it does not amount to ſo much, will 
(I hope) appear, before I have done, 
2. The Account which Moſes gives of Things, 


from the Creation to the Flood; particularly of what 


relates to God's Worſhip and Service : is but ſmall. 
In Gen. iv. 26. we read, that when Euoſb (the 
Grandſon of Adam, from whence the holy Seed de- 


ſcended,) was born, then began Men to call _ 
by 


the Name of the Lord. Which (if expounde 

the like Expreſſions in Scripture,) ſeems to imply, 
that they diſtinguiſhed themſelves this Way ; which 
will beſt be underſtood by obſerving what they did 
before. But what made them do thus, or how far 
the Almighty did or did not concern himſelf in it, 
the Text ſays nor. 

In the 16th Verſe of the ſame Chapter, we read, 
that Cain went out from the preſence of the Lord; 
Which (one would think) ſuppoſes ſome ſpecial 
Sign or Token of his Preſence who is every 
where, in that Place which Cain went from. And 
this ſuits well enough with what's ſaid before, 
In ver. 3, 4. of the fame Chapter, viz. that (at the 
end of days, — ſo the Marginal Hebrew;) it came 
to paſs, that Cain brought of the fruits of the ground, 
an offering to the Lord. And Abel, he alſo brought 
of the firſtlings of his flock, &c. nothing being more 
agreeable, than ſomething particular in the Time, 
as well as in the Place. But whether this End of 
Days, was the End of the Days of the Week, 
Month, or Year ; the Hiſtory tells us not. 


This Advantage, however, we have, that ( no 


farther off than Gen. ii. 3.) we read, that after the 
Lord 


| 
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Lord had finiſhed his workin ſix days, (or, at the End 


of the Days of Creation ;) he reſted on, and bleſſed the 
ſeventh day, and fitted it for holy Uſes: That we 
have Evidence enough from Scripture, that this had 


a View to Man's Reſt at the End of the Days of 
Labour, and in particular to the ſeventh Day of 
the Week : That the bringing of Oblations to the 
Creator, at the End of Days, as an Act of Ho- 
mage to him who is Lord of all; ſuits beſt with 
that which is moſt agreeable to the End of publick 
Worſhip, a ſet appointed Time for that Purpoſe: 
That no Time (as I ſhewed at the Beginning of this 
Diſcourſe) was ſo proper for that Purpoſe, as the 
Day which this Lord himſelf had (no longer be- 
fore) bleſſed and ſanctiſied: That the Preſence of this 


Lord (ſpoken of Gen. iv. 16) made this ſtill more : 


proper : That the Scripture is the beſt. Expoſitor 
of it ſelf, and favours this way of expounding one 


Text by another; and that we ought not needleſly } 


to hale in a foreign, or leſs natural Account. 

But let us for once ſuppoſe what was never pro- 
ved? that in Gen. iv. 3. (which is the only Text 
we know of in a Hiſtory of about 2500 Years, 
where Moſes mentions the Time of paying ther 
Homage to the Great Creator ;) the End of Days 
muſt be ſhifted off ro ſome other Time ; (we know 
not what, nor why : ) This confirms my former 
Obſervation : How /mall the Account of Things is, in 
that long Space, with relation to the Worſhip of God. 
Or if any ſuch thing can be collected from his 
Words, tis only by way of Conſequence ; and this 
not very well, without Recourſe to other Parts of 
Scripture, as well as to Reaſon. Now I appeal to 
any conſiderate impartial Man, (Whether in ſuch a 
Hiſtory as this) it was not poſſible enough, not to 
tell us that the ſeventh Day was obſerved by 1 
@- 
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0 bpatriarchs; or that they who worſhipped the Cre- 
the Mator, kept up this Memorial of the Creation : ſup- 
we poſing that (in Fact) they did fo. 

had 3. They who deny Adam's having any Law given 
of nim in — 4 to the Sabbath, and alledge the Si- 
of ¶ lence of Scripture (particularly of Moſes) in that 
the Point, as a Proof of it; generally deny not a vo- 


luntary Obſervation of the ſeventh Day, grounded 
on the Decency and Convenience of imitating God's 


ick Example after the Work of Creation; or that ſuch 
ſe: FS. Pradice is agreeable enough to the general Rule 
this laid down in the ſecond of Noab's Precepts. 

the WF 4. The Streſs that's laid upon the Silence of 
be- ¶ Scripture, as to the Obſervation of the ſeventh Day 


in the Patriarchal State; ſuppoſes it neceſſary (if 
che Day was then obſerved,) that this ſhould be 
mentioned in the Sacred Records. But this Occa- 
ſion doth not appear. And this may be one Rea- 
ſon why they who make ſuch a Stir about the Si- 
lence of Scripture in this Point, particularly of Mo- 

ſes; take ſo little Care about ſhewing what it is to 
the Purpoſe ; or how it follows from hence, that 
there was no ſuch Thing. i 

But (ſay they) Moſes tells us of the Piety and 
Devotion of God's People, in that State. And, 
from ſeveral Paſſages in his Writings, we may pick 
out their Obſervation of other Parts of the Deca- 
logu?, And if they did obſerve the ſeventh Day, 
and this Part of the Decalogue was (thus far) then in 
Being: Is it not very ſtrange, that he ſhould not 
tell us this, as well as thoſe other Particulars ? ; 

Anſwer. Was the Obſervation of the ſeventh Day, 
firictly and properly moral, (as ſome People have 
dreamed) it 1s likely that this would have been 
mentioned, as well as the other Particulars, 


= 
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But as the Caſe ſtands; the Wonder is ſo much 
the leſs. However, there ſeem to be ſome Hint 


of that which there was no Occaſion for the Scrip- 


ture to take any direct or expreſs Notice of, 


8. Suppoſe the Scripture had mention'd the Ob. 
ſervation of the ſeventh Day by this and t'other Pa iſ 
triarch : Not what they did, but what the Creator 


did as a Motive thereto ; had been the main Point, 
and that which beſt deſerved Regard. 
Here then we are firſt and chiefly to enquire, 


(not whether the Patriarchs obſerv'd rhe /eventh Ml 
Day; or whether the Scripture mentions ſuch a if 
thing, or no :) But whether the Almighty ſaid, or MW 
did what may fairly be looked upon as an Occaſion 


of ſuch a Practice, 


But our Antagoniſts are not ſo fond of attack. | 


ing us on this Side: Nor is it very difficult to gue 


at the Reaſon. D440 

6. What might be the Uſe and Advantage of 
imitating God's ſeventh Day's Reſt after the Work 
of Creation; I ſhewed at the Beginning of this Dil. 
courſe, 

Whar I obſerve upon it now, is, that (ſuppoſing 
the Patriarchs not to have had the /eventh Day. 
Reſt among them, and that this is the Reaſon = 


the Scripture does not mention any ſuch thing, as 


their obſerving it:) either God Almighty ſupply'd 
to them this Defect, ſome other way; or he did 
not, If he did; it does nat appear what the Sab. 
bath (rightly underſtood) is the worſe for this. I 


he did not; (which, as far as I cand find, appears 


to have been the Caſe:) the Diſpenſation under 
which they lived, was (in this Point) the leſs pet- 
fect. And chus having anſwered, I might diſmiſs 
the Objection drawn from the Silence of Scripture, 


But | 


| 
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But becauſe our Antagoniſts will take nothing 


bor an Anſwer, without more Scripture Evidence 
on our Side, which they ſtill call for; and promiſe 


to be very civil, if they could find any tolera- 
ble Colour in the Sacred Records, for thinking 
that the Patriarchs took any Notice of God's /e- 


ventb Day's Reſt after the Work of Creation; or 
WW ſhewed any Regard to the Weekly Diviſion of 


Time, or to the /eventh more than to another Day; 
or that God (in his ſeventh Day's Reſt) had any 
farther Regard than to the Jews : I will throw in 
my Mite toward their farther Satisfaction in a Point 
which wiſe and good People have had, and will 
have different Sentiments about ; asking no farther 
Favour, than that (till our Antagoniſts have ſome+ 
thing more conſiderable to produce on their Side 
of the Queſtion, ) they will be the leſs unmerciful 
to what we have to alledge on ours. 

Firſt then, Of the frequent, urcommon, remarks 
able Uſe of the Number Seven in Scripture, (even 
in the Book of Geneſis, and that of Exodus before 
the Law 3) particularly the Sorting of Things by 
Sevens: none ſo natural an. Account was ever yet 
given, as that which ſuppoſes a particular Regard 
to the firſt Septenary, which the Almighty made 
remarkable enough by creating this World in fix 
Days; and reſting on, and bleſſing and ſanctifying 
of the ſeventh, $6. 

The Scripture (as both Sides agree) is the beſt Ex- 
poſitor of it ſelf. And *tis neither for the Credit of 
the ſacred Records, nor for the common Intereſt of 


Religion; unneceſſarily to call in a foreign Account. 


But ſuppoſing the forementioned to be the moſt 
natural Account: Why ſhould not the End and 
View of what relates to the Number even, ut fu. 
Pra, be ſhifted off TY and only to the Tow ? 

* 2 LEV - Fan- 


* 


16% ER MON I. 
] anſwer : Becauſe the Scripture gives us no Oe. 
caſion for this. | 
Secondly, To ſuppoſe what the Scripture ſets be. 
fore us, ut ſupra, under the Patriarchal State, 'to 
have the ſame relation to that State, which other 
things in the ſame Hiſtory have; is, to ſuppoſe no 
more than ſuits with the Nature of Hiſtory, and b 
moſt eaſy and obvious to Reaſon. And there's no 
more Reaſon to ask us why we follow this Rule, iſ 
than there is to ask a Traveller why he follows the 
Highway. Tis their Buſineſs who are for By- 
Roads, to give a Reaſon for it. 
I cannot diſmiſs this Topick, without taking No- 
tice of Dr. Heylin's Conceſſion, that ſome Reaſon 
may be given why things in Scripture are ſo often 
ordered by dens and /vens, viz. (as Juſt. Marty iſt 
tells us)*!24 Prangdh i wiipen A veõ xgo wer r eie i, the bet · 
ter to preſerve the Memory of the Creation, Reſp. ad 
9.69. See the Doctor's Hiſt. Sabb. P. 1. c. 1. ſect. 12. 
Nor is this the leſs pertinent, (however meant 
by the Doctor) becauſe (as he obſerves in his ſame 
Bi lory, Part 1. c. 1. ſect. 11.) the ſame Number 
of even is ſometimes in Scripture (and before, as 
well as under, and after, the Law ;) applied to 
things bad, as well as to what's good: To things 
which (how different ſoever in other Reſpects) a 
gree in this (which is ſufficient) that they ſtrike the 
Imagination with ſomething very remarkable. Nor 
(from what was ſaid before) does it follow, that 
there's a myſtical Vertue, or Signification, in the 
Number ſeven; any more than that every thing 
which is remarkable, muſt needs be good: That if 
God Almighty's finiſhing the whole Compaſs of Na- 
ture, raiſing the ſpacious Fabrick of this World, 
ſo richly (as well as variouſly) furniſhed for our 
Comfort and Advantage, and ſo ſingularly fitted 
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to Exerciſe, and affect both our intellectual and 
our ſenſitive Part; if his doing this in ſix Days, 
and reſting on, and bleſſing and ſanctifying of the 
ſeventh, and pro oſing his Example for the Imita- 
tion of Mankind z If this (joined with the natural 
Curioſity of Adam's Stock to pry into this Mat- 
ter, and their as natural Aptneſs to be affected 
with it;) if all this made the Number /ever taken 
ſuitable Notice of, therefore it muſt be ſo where 
the Caſe is widely different: That it ought to paſs 
for a common Rule, that things great or conſidera- 
ble are made ſo by their Number : or that we have 
any need to trouble our Heads about the various 
Maggots which Chriſtians, Jets, and Heathens have 
had in relation to other Numbers which the Scrip- 
ture takes leſs Notice of. 
Thirdly, To what hath been obſerved about the 
Number even, add the four diſtinct feven Days in 
one Year, (ſee Gen. chap. vil. ver. 4. chap. viii. ver. 
10, 12.) the three laſt whereof ſucceſſively follow 
one another ; and compare this with all that was 
faid before; and (upon the whole) TI hope it will 
appear to be not improbable, that very early Re- 
gard was had to the Weekly Diviſion of Time : 
That Noah (who lived 600 Years before the Flood, 
was born no very great while after Adam's Death, 
and was ſtill alive in Abrabam's Time; and, on 
this Account, was the fitter to receive and convey 
any Intelligence of this Kind:) took more Notice 
of the foremention'd Diviſion, than ſome People 
are willing to allow; and of the ſeventh Day in 
particular, than of another Day; and was not with- 
out Hopes that the ſeventh Day would be diſtin- 
guiſhed (as it was from the Beginning) with ſome 
particular Mark of God's Favour. And fo it fell 
out. For on the ſecond ſeventh Day * the 
| ove 
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Dove was ſent out of the Ark, ſhe returned to 
Noab with the Leaf, or tender Branch of an Olive 
(the Emblem of Peace and Reſt,) in her Mouth, 
ver. 10, 11. of that Chapter. 

Here is, at leaſt, ſome Colour in the Caſe ; with- 
out flying (as our Antagoniſts do) to mere In- 
vention. 

Fourthly, St. Paul, Heb. iv. ver. 1. to 12. (*) 
hath theſe Words : (Let us therefore fear leſt a pro- 
miſe being left of entering into his (God's) reſt, any of 
you ſhould ſeem (+) to come ſhort of it. 

For unto us was the goſpel preached, as well as un- 
to them (the Fews, We have had the good Tidings 
of that bleſſed Reſt, as well as they.) But the word 
preached (the Word of Hearing) did not profit them, 
not being mixed with faith in them who heard it. 

For we who have believed, do enter into reſt, as be 
(the Almighty) ſaid, (by way of Implication in thoſe 
Words} As 1 have ſworn in my wrath, If they ſhall 
enter into my reſt : (a way of ſpeaking which implies 
a vehement Negation; as will eaſily appear by look- 
ing into the Hiſtory of Moſes, to which the Apoſtle 
here refers :) although the works (from which God 
N ) were finiſbed from the foundation of the 
world. 

For be ſpake in a certain place, (Gen, ii. 2. Sept.) 
of the ſeventh day in this manner : And God did reſt 
the ſeventh day from all his works. 

And in this (other) place (Pfal. xcv. 11. Sept.) 
again, If they ſhall enter into my reſt. 

Seeing therefore it remaineth that ſome muſt enter 
therein, (it not being a Reſt prepared in vain;) *« 
« Tgerign dN, (and they who before us, of 

before 


Upon which ſee Dr. HbÞichy's Notes. 
(+) That die is often an Expletive all Criticks own. 
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before their Entrance into the Land of Canaan, 
had the good Tidings of that Reſt ;) entered not in 
becauſe of unbelief : (it naturally follows, that as, on 
the one hand, here is ſomething to inſpire Believers 
with Hope; ſo, on the other, to alarm our Fears, 
and 3 our Care, leſt that which excluded 
them from the typical Reſt of Canaan, ſhould ex- 
clude us from the Antitype.) 

Alain, he limiteth a certain day (or Time) ſaying 
in David, (his Words,) To day, after ſo long a time 
(of the Reſt of God's People in the Land of Canaan) 
as it is ſaid (Pſalm xcv. 7. Sept.) To day if ye will 


7 hear his (God's) voice, harden not your bearis. 
, For if Jeſus (Joſhua) had given them reſt, (that 
Reſt whereof the Reſt in Canaan was but a Type 
bs and Pledge to Believers ;) then would not he (God 
ſe Almighty by David) have ſpoken of another day (ot 
il] Time of Reſt to come.) | 
* There remaineth therefore a reſt (ca88ariru®-, the 
6, 3 of a Sabbath) zo (or for) the people of 
od. 
5 For he (the Believer) who is entered into his reſt, 
be be alſo hath ceaſed from his works, (when finiſhed, ) 
as God did from his own, (when he had finiſhed the 
. ) Work of Creation.) | 
| Let us labour therefore to enter into that (bleſſed) 
| reſt, leſt any one fall after the ſame example. (viz. 
.) that of the Jews in the Wilderneſs.) Where the 
F Apoſtle all along alludes to a common Caſe : Reſt 
— from Labour when finiſhed, and from Toil and 
3 Travail when at an End; where Nature dictates to 
> us the Thoughts of ſuitable Eaſe and Comfort, Plea- 


ſure and Satisfaction. 

And that the Chriſtian enjoys this, when his Ser- 
vice is over; the ſame Apoſtle plainly implies, 
when he repreſents the Ceſſation in the 100b Verſe 

of 
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of that Chapter, to be ſuch as is ſufficient to en- 
courage all good People under all which they meet 
with, in their Way to Heaven. 

But if the naturally active Spirit paſſes from the 
Body into a mere Ceſſation: If it parts with the 
Comfort of a good Conſcience, and the Joys of the 
Holy Ghoſt, (whoſe Power the Goſpel ſo movingly 
deſcribes;) for the Ceſſation of a Stone, or Block, 

put into Motion: The Change is not ſo very temp- 
il ting. The Circumſtances of the Cafe therefore 
16 ſuppoſe more and farther than a bare Ceſſation. 
* Next, it is viſible that the Apoſtle infers this 
Ceſſation from more Topicks than one, and (in par- 
ticular) from God's ſeventh Day's Reſt; as will ap- 
as pear, by following up the Thread of his Diſcourſe 
|" from ver. 12, to ver. 2. of this Chapter. 
Wh But if that primitive Reſt was a mere Ceſſation, 
* or (at beſt) but a ſolitary thing, which God's own 
Servants had nothing to do with; and which no 
body was the better for, till between Two and three 
thouſand Years after; and no body then, but the 
Fews, as a ſeparate People from all the World be- 
ſides: Or if the having any Intereſt in that Type 
and Pledge of a future bleſſed Reſt with God, was 
no Privilege of a religious Faith, but only of a 
Party: this very much weakens the Apoſtle's Diſ- 
courſe, and leaves, Chriſtians but ſmall Comfort, in 
Compariſon to what he ſeems to promiſe. | 
I ſay Chriſtians: For that God's primitive Reſt iſ 
relates to them in particular, is plain from the 
Apoſtle's own Words: (for unto us was the goſpel 
preached, as well as unto them (). But the word 
preached, did not profit them, not being mixed with 
fail in them cobo heard it. For we (Chriſtians) who 
believe, 
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believe, do enter into reſt, as he (the Almighty) aid, 
WT (implicitly, in excluding them who wanted the Pre- 
W r<quiſite of a living Faith;) A have ſworn in my 
wrath, If they ſhall enter into my reſt : although the 
works (from which God reſted) were finiſhed from the 
oundation of the world. For he ſpake in a certain 
place of the ſeventh day in this manner: And God did 
reſt the ſeventh day from all his works,) And that 
we may take the more Notice of this; the ſame 
Doctrine is inculcated again, in different Words, in 
the th and roth Verſes of the ſame Chapter... 
But where's the Senſe, or Truth, of this Part of 
the Apoſtle's Diſcourſe, if the cus were the on- 
Wy People to whom God's primitive Reſt had any 
relation? And if that original Reſt related to Be- 
ievers after (as well as under) the Law; why 
Not to thoſe before, who (as appears by the 1175 
Chapter of the ſame Epiſtle) had that very Faith 
upon which the Apoſtle grounds our Intereſt in the 
WI ype and Pledge of a future bleſſed Reſt, (ut ſu- 
7%) as well as in the Reſt it ſelf? | 


SECT. vn. 


Another Objection is drawn from the laſt Verſe 

Wn my Text, where the Word is not (vajiſobotb) 
rom (/abath,) but (vajanach) from ( nuach : ) 
hich (as we are told by the famous Dr. Wallis, in 
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eſt iis Defence of the Chriſtian Sabbath, Part 2, p. 114.) 
the ew that vajifpboth in Gen. ii. 3. is not to be taken 
pe! or /abbatizing, but only for reſting, ceaſing, or be- 
ord g guiet. To which I anſwer : ; 
1th Firſt, Ceaſing, or being quiet from a conſidera- 


dle Work when finiſhed, implies more than barely 
ealing or being quiet; As every body owns. But 


he Cealing (Exod. xx. 11.) is of this Kind; as ap- 
F | pears 


muſt of Courſe, proportionably affect the ſevents 
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pears from the very Text: (for in fix days the Lon 
made heaven and earth; the ſea, and all tbat in then 
ig; and reſted the ſeventh day.) 
The Concluſion I leave to any indifferent Reader 
Secondly, What Moſes once deſcribes by YVajanac 
from Nuach,\ Excd. xx. 11. he thrice deſcribes by WM 
(Vajiſhboth) and (Shabath) Gen. ii. 2. 3. Exod, x. 
ty; And what in Gen. ii. 3. is called the /eventh if 
Day, in Exod. xxi. 11: is called the Sabbath-Day, 8 
which (in the Language of Scripture) almoſt un: 
verſally ſignifies a holy Solemn, ſtated Reſt : And 8 
where it bears only an alluſive Senſe, there is always 
ſomething extraordinary in the Caſe, I 
Farther, *tis evident, that (in this laſt mention: 
ed Text) Moſes ſpeaks of the original Day and Ret MW 
after the Work bf Creation, Gen. ui, j 
But (ſays the Doctor) whatever that Reſt was, 
it was God's, and not Man's, Defence of the Cbri 
Sabb. Part 2. p. 116. I anſwer! 
That the Reſt from the Work of Creation, (which 
is the Reſt here ſpoken of,) was Ged's, and not 
Man's: no body denies or diſputes. g 
So were other Thngs enough before and after, 
in the ſame Hiſtory : which however had ſome re. 
lation to Mankind, as all confeſs. And why thi 
muſt be excepted from the common Rule, no ſuff-: 
cient Reaſon appears. ; 
I carinot- diſmiſs God's Reſt from the Work of 
Creation, without obſerving what hath been late 
advanced by way of Baffle to making the World 
in fix Days, as it is commonly utiderſtood : (which 


Day's Reſt:) and that is, one Scrap out of St; Au 
tin, and another from the Son of Syrac, in otdet 
to perſuade us that all things were created tog 
thet 3 and that Maſes, who repreſents the Caſe 6 
FR ther wilt 
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therwiſe, ſpeaks only ad captum humanum, This ia 
cutting the Knot which is nat ſo eaſily untied. And 
to this I anſwer j—— _ | 
= 1. By denying the Son of Syrach (as our Church 
very juſtly does, in her 64þ Article of Religion;) 


to be an inſpired Writer, ar of Authority ſufficient 


yy co build our Faith upon. | 
: 1 2. As to St. Auſtin, and ſame other of the Fa- 
ar chers who ſing the ſame Tune with the Son of Sy- 


rach; while (as far as appears) neither he nor 
| y they intended that Uſe which hath ſince been made 
of it: We reverence what's wiſe and gaod in them; 
but know no Law of God or Man which ties us up 
to their particular Conceits, And that their Opi- 
nion in this Matter, is of that Kind, I have the 
, Wore Reaſon to ſuſpect : Becauſe the making ſo 
bold with Moſes in this Point, cannot be proved 
eicher now to be, or ever to have been, agreeable 
tio the common Sence of the Church. Fo 
= 3. *'Tis moſt agreeable to the Idea which the 
cripture gives us of Almighty Power, as well as 
to the Account of Moſes, Gen. i. compared with 
alm cxlviii. g. Sept. to believe that the Work of 
che firſt Day of Creation (and ſo of the reſt) was 


after; inmediately done by the Creator, in Vertue of his 
yy only ſpeaking the Word: And that a great Variety 
„uff (as well as a great Number) of Things, was ſome: 


times produced both /imul and ſemel. 

= Now Reaſon tells us, that the Power which was 
able to operate thus, was as able to produce the 
Wwnole Furniture of Heaven and Earth in one Day, 
Was in ſix; and in one Moment, as at ſeveral Peri - 
Jods of Time, But whether he would take the for- 
mer Method, or (in order ta make both his Work 
and Reſt the better underſtood, and the more re- 
garded,) he wquld chuſe the latter; depending in- 
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tirely upon his own Pleafure : We cannot (without 
4 Revelation from hirhſelf ) tell which of the two 
ways he was pleaſed to pitch upon. N 
hus far is plain, that what favours the latter, 
is placed where we have a more rating ay Account 
of the Creation: nor (in any Place) have we am 
other Account. L 
4. This Part of my Text ( for in fix days, &. 
being placed among thoſe few choice Laws which i 
were deſigned for common Uſe, and the ſinguln i 
Benefit of Civil Society, and are aceordingly ad. 
apted to ordinary Underfſtandings : That Senſe d 
the Words relating to the Works of Creation, which 
is not inconſiſtent with the Perfections of the d. 
vine Nature, and (withat) is better accommodated 
for the juſt now mentioned Purpoſe ; is more like 
ly to be intended by Moſes, N 
But that Part of my Text (for in fix days, &c. 
as *tis commonly underſtoed,) is of this Kind i 
Therefore this Senſe of the Words is more likely to 
be intended by Moſes, than what is offered by St 
Auſtin, and the Son of Syrach. | 
5. The Cemipaſs of Time, from the Beginning 
ro the End of the Creation, being (according to 
the common Account) fo ſmall, in Comparifon of i 
the Greatneſs of the Work; and the creating at 
Things together each Day, being fo agreeable to 
the Method which the Almighty took : The Great 
Creator may (im this Senſe) be ſaid to make al 
Things together. And if this be all which need be 
intended by it; there's no Need to ſ any In. 
conſiſteney between the common Senſe of tlie 
Words of Mz/es, and what we are told by St. Auſtin, 
and the Son of Sprach. | | 
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Another Objection is that of the fame Dr. Walks, 
in his Def. of the Chr. Sabb. Part 2. p. 113. (The fe 
time tue meet with the Word (Sabbath) is Zx6d, xvi, 
23. and again, ver. 25. and again, ver. 26. Whith is 
after the Children of Iſrael came out of Egypt, an 
Two thouſand five bundred Years after the Creation.) 
To which I anſwer 2 

1. In the Hiſtory of what paſſed 2500 Years be- 
fore the Children of 1a! came out bf Egypt, (viz, 
in Gen, 2.) we meet with the Word (Vas ) from 
(Sbabalb.) | | | 

And this denotes either keeping Sabbath, or only 
ceaſing, or being quiet; and whether one or t'other, 
is to be determined by the Circumſtances of the 
Caſe. But the Circumſtances of the Caſe deter- 
mine for the former, as hath been ſhewrn. 

2, (Behold, the people of the land now are many; 
and ye nate them ſabbatize from their labors, ) fays 
the King of Egypt, Exod. v. 5. 

Our Antagoniſts deny that this is ary thitig to 
the Purpoſe. But with all their great Wit, they 
have not been able to ſhew what this Text can ſo 
rationally be applied to, as t6 the everth Days ſta- 
ted Reſt : Or how Msſes and Aaron came to prevail 
fo far in the Cafe, in Spight of their Oppteſſors; if 
they had not forme Advantage for that Purpoſe, 
by the precedent cuftomary Obſervation of fame 
_ ſuch thing. yy | 

3. Suppoſing the /eventh Days Reſt to have been 
6bferved by the Worſhippers of the Creator, before 
the giving of the Law: We have no Reafon to look 
mw it as any thing near fo remarkable as what's 
ftcrward called (the Sabbath) and was impoſed up- 

| on 
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en the Jews, with the Addition of ſeveral Circum- 
ſtances ſuitable to that ſmgular Diſpenſation. 

And this makes it the leſs Wonder, if Man's 
Reſt had not the forementioned emphatical Title, 
till the Jewiſb Law was given: Or that there ſhould 
be a Difference in the Name, when the Things 


themſelves were (in ſeveral conſiderable Reſpects ) 


ſo very different. 


SECT, IX. 


Another Ohjection of the ſame Reverend and 
Learned Profeſſor, is this: That though the Sun, 


Moon, and Stars, are ſaid to be for Signs and Seaſons, 
aud for Days and Near; (Gen. i. 14.) yet not a Word, 


is there of Weeks, Nor could they (by their Motions), 


ditinguiſh Weeks, as they did Months and Years. Def. 
ef the Chriſtian Sabb, Part 1. p. 7, Ta which ! 
anſwer ;— 
1. Nor yet a Word is there of Months; though 

as the Doctor awns) they could be, and were di- 
inguiſhed by the Moon. And 'tis plain from the 
Hiſtary befare the Deliverance out of Egypt, that 


the Manthly Account of Time was uſed in the Pa- 
triarchal State; and (for any thing we know) as 
early as the firſt Age of the World. 


Moſes therefore, in this Text, does not take up- 
en him ta reckon up all the ſeyeral Computations 
of Time, before the Delivery of the Law. : 

And this makes it the leſs Wonder, that na 
Word 1s here of Weeks: | 


2, (Nar could they diſtinguiſh Weeks, as they did 


Months and Years :) ſuppoſes an Occaſion for the 

heayenly Bodies (or ſome of them) to diſtinguiſh: 

the farmer, as well as the two latter; and conſe- 

quently, that the Author of Time, and Wha 
| a 
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all Bodies, did not diſtinguiſh Weeks any other way, 
or give Mankind ſufficient Occaſion to diſtinguiſh 
them: I mean, by his creating the World in % 
Days; and reſting on, and bleſſing and ſanctify ing 
of the ſeventh, And what is this but to beg the 
Queſtion ? 


TR CET2 

Another Objection is, that ( ſuppoſing Gen: ii. 31 
to be meant of a preſent, real, actual Sanctiſication of 
the ſeventh Day : That the Creator had berein a View 
to Mankind; and that they looked upon his ſeventh 
Day's Reſt as exemplary :) it does not appear why 
they ſhould reſt on the ſeventh Day of the Week, 
rather than on the ſeventh Day of the Month or Year 1 


fince the Day which God reſted, was the ſeventh Day 


of the Month and Nur, as well as the ſeventh Day 
of the Week, To which I anfwer i—— _ x 
1. It does appear why they ſhould rather chuſe 
the ſeventh Day of the Week, for a ſtated Time 
of Reſt from their Labours, than the ſeventh Day 
of che Year, or Menth : Becauſe to work every 
whole Month, (much More every whole Year,) 
excepting the ſeventh Day of it; would give too 


much to the Cares and Amuſements of this World, 


and too little to the Great Creator. 

The Time for that Labour which Man was 
doom'd to from the Beginning, would (at this 
Rate) be too tedious. And (on the other hand) 
ſo long an Exemption from that publick Homage 
which we owe to the Maker of all things; would 
give too much Encouragement to that Coldneſs 
towards him; which corrupt Nature is tos inclings 
ble to already; 
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2. God Almighty not only reſted on the ſeventh 


Day of the Week, (ſuppoſing it lawful to call by 
that Tide che firſt Septenary of Days ;) but filled 
the whole Week with the ſeveral Proportions of 
Time for Work and Reſt : made the working Part 
(by its moderate Continuance) the more eaſy and 
agreeable to our mortal State; and the following 
Reſt (by the comparative Quickneſs of its Return) 


the more kind and indulgent to Nature, as well as 


more fuitable to the End for which the Creator 

_—_ his own Reſt = the Works } Creation, 

to be exemplary : (the keeping up a lively conti- 

nued Memorial of the Creation 5 * this 

means, ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed the /eventh Day of 

- Week, from the ſeventh Day of the Month and 
ear. 

And this gives a plain Account, why the Scrip- 
ture which takes particular Notice of the ſeventh 
Day of the Week, as made obſervable by God's 
ſeventh Days Reſt; takes Notice of the ſeventh Day 
of the Month, or Year, on any ſuch Account. 


"0% CT. it. 


The next Objection which I ſhall take Notice of, 


is this : That Days differ according to the Difference of 
the Climate where People live: That (without continu- 
ed new Revelations) Chronological Errors would ariſe, 
Which (in @ long Trat# of Time) would grow worſe 
and worſe : That (ſuppeſing God's ſeventh Day's Ref 
to be exemplary to Mankind) it would oblige them to 
fallow it 1% 4 Nicety;, [ ſo far at leaſt, as that 


they muſt deduce their ſeventh Day's Reſt, in an 


exat# lineal Succeſſion from the firſt ſacred ſeventh-z 
and (far this Reaſon) becauſe that ſeventh Day (and 
no 
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Wo other) was bleſſed and ſanctiſied:] and that Man- 
id were in no Condition to keep up to ſo ftrait a Rule, 

This our — N * a great Streſs upon; 
articularly Dr. Heylin, Hiſt. Sabb. Part 1. c. 3. 
ect. 2, 3. To this therefore I anſwer : 
= 1. (Becauſe God reſted on, and bleſſed and ſanctiſied 
that ſeventh Day, and none but that:) does not ſo 
nuch as pretend any Reaſon why the ſeventh Day 
ſhould not be obſerved, before the juſt now men- 
Wtioned Difficulties aroſe, through Length of Time, 
and Change of Climates : Or why that ſhould not be 
admitted in the mean while, which naturally tend- 
ed to civil Peace and Order; to keep up a grate- 
ful Memory of the Origin of all things, and of 
WI themſelves in particular; to bequeath an hereditary 
WRegard for the Great Creator; to procure a ſea- 
ſonable Relief to the working Part, (that is, to the 
main Body of Mankind ;) and to promote the com- 
mon Intereſt of Religion: All which would be of 
Uſe (not only in preſent,) but hereafter ; even in 
thoſe Climates where the ſeventh Day either could 
not be obſerved, or not with any Exactneſs. 

2, When Mankind had taſted the Advantage of 
the ſeventh Day's Reſt on the forementioned Ac- 
counts, it was poſſible for them, (without a new 
Light,) to conſider that it would be wiſer and 
better, to keep to the Old Rule, as near as they 
could; than to throw up all, for the Sake of 
Niceties : That the main Ends of the ſeventh Day's 
Reſt, might be ſufficiently anſwered ; without ei- 
ther preventing or curing of Chronological Miſ- 
takes: That, in ſuch a Caſe, that Divine Wiſdom, 
whoſe delights were (from the Beginning) with the 
ſons of men, Prov. viii. 31. would be content with 
Reaſon : And that when things were come to thar 
Paſs, that a Nicety of leſs Uſe muſt be W or 
G ome- 
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thing more conſiderable laid by; it was but rex 
— that the Want of the former ſhould ph 2 


perſede the latter. = 
Suppoſing Mankind t to imitate God's Exam. Meer 
there would be nothin like an exact Analo. WW» 

pe berween God's ſeventh Day's Reſt, and their, if pf 
Nor was it poſſible to be otherwiſe; ſuppoſing le 
them obliged (at leaſt, in Point of Prudence a 
Decency) ſo to remember the ſeventh Day, as too: 
keep it holy. Wn 
For who will argue thus: That (becauſe God ll 
who wanted neither Work nor Reſt, nor any Rul Wiſs 
for either; and could as eaſily have made the e 
World in ſix Moments, or even in one, as in fix iſb{ 
Days; wrought one ſix Days, and no more, and p 
ſabbatized on one ſeventh, and hath ever ſince B. 
ceaſed from that Week-day Work ; ) therefore i: \ 
Mankind (ſuppoſing them iT. by his Exam. t 
ple, ) muſt keep preciſely to this Rule? That (be. it 
cauſe he ſabbatized on that ſeventh, and none but er 
that; when there was no ſeventh Day but that to Moe 
ſabbatize on, and not ſo much as any Succeſſion of Wit 
Weeks :) therefore he muſt needs expect a ſuitable fn 
Nicety, where the Caſe would be widely different; 
Does not common Reaſon teach us, in this Caſe, WF 
to diſtinguiſh between, and allow for, the different Min 
Circumſtances of the Creator and the Creature? That. 
it was God's Buſineſs, to make the ſeventh Day ho- Ml © 
ly ; and theirs, to obſerve the /eventh Day as ſuck? Wy” 
And that the Difference which there muſt be in (a 
this and other Reſpects, is no more an Objection l 
againſt the Propoſal of his Example for the Imita- WP'® 
tion of Mankind ; than, a Proof that his Reſt was en 
not exemplary, which (we all agree) it was? © Ml p 


This will be till more plain, by conſidering how 
the Caſe ſtood | in relation to the Jets, who had 


ſeveral 
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Wcveral particular Days ſet apart by God for reli- 
Wious Uſes. 3 
And yet (as Dr. Wallis hath ſhewed by Argu- 
Wcnts and Examples enough, in his Defenſe of the 
beiſtian Sabbath, Part 1.) it would be hard, to 
ppoſe that the Almighty expected from that Peo- 
e a ſuitable continued Nicery, in Point of Time; 
chat their Ignorance and Miſtakes afterward, 
Would make void and inſignificant the Obſervati- 
of this or that Day. | 
As to the Fewiſh Sabbath in particular; that this 
dated from the Man was ceaſing to fall on the 
eth Day; ſeems pretty clear. And that their 
bſervation of the Day, is inforced by God's Ex- 
ple after the Work of Creation; is as plain. 
But that the ſeventh Day from the firſt falling of 
Manna, was the ſeventh in an exact Line from 
m. whereon God reſted; the Spirit of God (who 
be. Wit foreſee the Diſputes about the Sabbath,) no 
Were affirms in Scripture : Nor (as Dr. Wallis ob- 
W ves) is it poſſible for us to know. But as me- 
xcholy People ſee Spirits in the dark; ſo nothing 
ore common; than for thoſe who are full' of an 
potheſis, to fancy what ſerves a preſent Turn; 
make up with Aſſurance, what they want in 
int of Proof. 4 1 oy 

4. By the Streſs which our Antagoniſts lay up- 
the Nicety of Time, and the reclinealSucceſſ 
one would think it to be a Matter of vaſt Im- 
tance in the Caſe, and that Chronological Errors 
ſt do mortal Execution. But God Almighty 
o ſhould know beſt) ſeems to be of another 
non, in that he never thought it worth the 


— 


h popular Miſtakes in this Caſe, as the Jetos 
Id naturally run into: Eſpecially thoſe of them 
G 2 who 


ple, to provide any ſufficient Remedy againſt 


who voluntarily removed, or were led or driven 
into different (as well as diſtant) Climates. Nor 
do any of the Prophets either blame them for, or 
caution them at all againſt, any ſuch Miſtakes, or 
call for more Exactneſs in Point of Time, or offer 
the leaſt Help toward correcting thoſe Errors which 
had crept in for Want thereof: But though they ſo 
frequently mention, and inſiſt ſo much, upon the 
Obſervation of the Sabbath; never once regar| 
what our Antagoniſts are ſo full of. Nor dos 
either my Text, or any other which relates to th 
Sabbath, or the Practice of the Jews themſelves, ſo 
much as intimate, that the Law relating to this f. 
cred Reſt, (which was given to that People befor 
they came into Judea) did not oblige in one C. 
mate, as well as in another: Or, that the gret 
Lawgiver expected more Nicety in this Point, tha 
was conſiſtent with the ſeveral different Circun- 
ſtances which that People happen'd te be unde, 
And if (in a Religion which lay ſo much in Cen 
mony) God Almighty could, (without any Viol 
tion of the Sabbatical Law, ſo far as he deſigned i 
to oblige ;) diſpenſe ſo far: No Reaſon can h 
given why he might not do the ſame, or mor; 
in Favour of Mankind; ſuppoſing them obligtt 
by his Example. * 

When I ſee an Anſwer to all this, it will be Tin 
enough to think of a Reply. 


SECT. XII. 


The next Objection againſt the ſo early Obſer 
tion of the ſeventh Day, which I ſhall take Nota 
of, is drawn from the Teſtimony of the anti 
Jewiſb Writers. And what are theſe Writers! 
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A Set of Men who are not more remarkable for 
any one thing, than for engroſſing Religion to 4 
Party, and running down the Body of Mankind. 

Now what this Principle would lead them to 
think in the preſent Diſpute, you may eaſily ima- 
gine, But no body hath yet been able to ſhew, 
what great Occaſion we have to trouble our Heads 
about it. x: 

However, becauſe ſome People who value the 
Sentiments of the Jews little enough, in other Mat- 
ters; have made as much Stir about their Opinion 
in this Caſe, as if it was of mighty Importance : 
This hath occaſioned a careful Survey of what 
hath been produced from that Quarter. 

And, upon the whole, it appears, that neither 
is their Authority ſo great, nor their Antiquity ſo 
conſiderable, nor their early Writers ſo numerous, 
nor their Conſent ſo intire, nor their Reaſons ſo 
8 as that we muſt needs turn Jews in this 

Olnt. | 

One Word now with Dr. Heylin. 

(Doubtleſs, ſays he, the Jews who doated ſo much 
on their Sabbath, would not (by any means) have 
robbed it of ſo great Antiquity ; had they any ground 
to approve thereof, or not known the contrary. Hiſt, 
Sabb. Part 1. c. 1. ſect. 2.) To which I anſwer : — 

1, They could not rob it of what it never had. 

But their Sabbath never had ſo great Antiquity, 
as to be obſerved in the early Ages of the World. 
And what then? Our preſent Diſpute is about 

uite another thing, viz. Whether the ſeventh Day's 
Ref (as a Memorial of God's ſeventh Day's Reſt af- 

ter the Work of Creation) was not obſerved long e- 
nough before the Jewiſh Sabbath had a Being ? 


If 


( 
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I the Doctor pretends, that undoubtedly the 
Jews knew that it was not: Task, how, or which 
Eithef this Knowledge muſt come from Scrip- 
ture, or from ſome Tradition which directly or in- 
directly proves the Point. And this Tradition muſt 
be ſufficiently early, clear, and full. 
But the Jews have no ſuch Tradition in the Caſe, 
nor any thing like it. | 


And if you come to Scripture : I have already 


ſhewn that they could get no ſuch Knowledge from 
thence. | . | 

2, For this very Reaſon, (Becauſe the Jews doat- 
ed ſo much on their Sabbath ();) they would be 
the more loth to own, that the Privilege of the 


ſeventh Day's Reſt belong*d to Mankind, before it, 


was conferr*d on them: Unleſs the Scripture Proof 
of ſuch a thing, was mote clear and full, than we 
pretend it is; or than there's any Occafion for. 


r. IO 


The antient Chriſtian Fathers are cited by our 
Antagoniſts, as intirely m their Scheme. | 

A pretty deal hath paſſed on this Head, and Fa- 
thers have been quoted pro and con. 

Both Sides ſeem to me to have carried the Point 
farther than their Proofs go. 

That what the Jews meant by the Sabbath, and 
(in thoſe early Ages) commonly paſſed by that Ti- 
tle; is of no earlier Date, than ſince the Children 
of 1/rael came out of Egypt : ſeems moſt agreeable 
both to Scripture and the Fathers, 

| As 


(+) And on their own dear ſelves, as the peculiar of God. 


As to any thin ne wE "PREY Whether a 
ſeventh Day's Re px Fi as a very different thing 
from wha af they call the Sabbath) was not voluntarily 
taken up by God's Servants in the Patrigrchal State, as 

grounded on Reaſon, Decency, and Convenience:] ſome- 
ing may be produced from the Fathers, on this 
and that Side; but not enough to determine the 
ueltion, | 
poſing the Fathers generally to have con- 
cradifted The the voluntary Obſervation which I was 
juſt now ſpeaking of; yet ſince it doth not appear 
that the Number of thoſe Fathers who. meddle with 
this ueſtion, is great: Or that any of them en- 
tered far into the Diſpute : Or that their Opinion 
was ever thought infallible : (eſpecially in ſuch Caſes 
as this, bee. the Deciſion of the Point one way, 
rather than the other; was never thought neceſſa- 
ry to Salvation: ) we may fairly weigh their Opini- 
on in the Ballance of the Sanctuary; (as they them- 
ſelves direct that we ſhould ;,) and follow them no 
farther than we ſee Cauſe. 


S ECT. XIV. 


Another Objection i is, That the old Heathens: take 

little Notice 7 any) of the ſeventh Day of. ihe Week: 
and ſhew as little Regard thereto, as ſome People would 
have them, 
This is urged as a great Diſcovery, and one top- 
ping Argument in the Caſe : It being looked upon 
as one of the Seven Wonders of — World, that 
the Obſervation of the ſeventh Day ſpauld ſink into 
ſuch general Diſuſe and Diſregard; 7 it had once been 
obſerved by Mankind, and that, Obſervation occaſioned 
by ſo remarkable 4 thing as God's Jobtogtizing on ar 
event 


—— 
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ſeventh Day after the ſix of Creation, and bleſſing 


and ſanctifying of that Day. To which I anſwer :_—- 


1. It does not appear ſo ſtrange to us, that when 
orſook the Wor⸗ 


Mankind fell into Idolatry, an 
ſhip of the Creator ; this Memorial of that Creation 
which ſhewed how much the Creator was above 
their Idol Gods, and what ſuperior particular Obli- 
gations they were under to the Great Father of the 
World; ſhould fink into ſuch general Diſregard. 
When once they had forſaken the right Way; tis 
'no great Wonder, that they wandered into a Va- 
riety of idle Dreams ; or that the farther they went 
from the Fountain, the Streams ſhould be the leſs 
ure. 
: 2. Though Length of Time, and the Corruption 
and Idolatry of the World, muſt naturally make 
wretched Work; ſome Tracks both of the Creation 
and of the ſeventh Day in particular, are ſtill to be 
ſeen in the old Heathen Writers: As Dr. Heylin ob- 
ſerves, Hiſt. Sabb. Part 1. c. 4 ſect. 9. where he en- 


deavours to ſhift off the Pertinence of it, by pre- 


tending that the Heathens borrowed that Notice 
from the Bible: And, for Proof of this, he quotes 
an old Few ( Ariſtobulus) who wrote in the Days of 
Ptolomy Philometer, from whom he ſuppoſes that 
St. Clemens of Alexandria might take the Hint in 
Favour of the ſeventh Day, and all things being fi- 
niſhed thereon. To which I anſwer : winds” 
1, If by (whereon all things were finiſhed ) Dr. 
Heylin means that all things were then finiſh'd in 
way of Creation: It does not appear that the Bibi 
teaches any ſuch Doctrine. = 
2. That St. Clemens might probably take the Hint 
of ſuch a thing from Ariſtobulus, is as eaſily deny- 
ed, as it is affirmed, | ; | 


Thus 
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Thus far is plain; that St. Clemens does not quote 
him on any ſuch Account. ye 25 

3. The Heathens were fitter to read the Septua 
gint, than the Hebrew: 

But they could ſuck rio ſuch Notion from the 
Septuagint; which (in order to prevent miſtaking 
the Hebrew Text in this Point) expreſly tells us, 
that on the ſixth Day God perfected the Works 
W which he hath made, K coniaion 6 Ons i rh: df TH 
un toys urs à reis, (Gen, ii. 2.) that is, the Hea- 
vens and Earth, and on the Furniture of both : As 
FE by what goes before. 

5 Tal the old Heathens derived all Tracks of 

God's primitive Reſt, and of the Day whereon he - 
WT reſted, from the Bible; none of their own Writers 
= affirm, or ſo much as intimate. Nor was it ever 
proved upon them, either by competent Witneſſes, 
or from the Likelihood of the thing. 

5. Suppoſe them to have derived all Tracks of 
God's primitive Reſt, and of the Day whereon he 
reſted, either from the Bible, or from the eus, or 
from both; the main Queſtion is ſtill behind: Whe- 
ther (very many Ages before either the Bible or the 
Jeus were heard of in the World,) Mankind had 
not a Tradition of what I have been ſpeaking of, 
which (in a long Tract of Time, and through the 
Corruption and Idolatry of the World ;) was quite 
defaced, and afterward revived by one or rother, 
or both of the forementioned Ways? 

But the Dr, could get nothing by meddling with 
this; and therefore wiſely paſs'd it by. 

6. We could better judge how this Matter ſtood, 
in relation to the Heathen World; if the Light we 
have into their Antiquities, was more early and full: 
and (in the mean time) mw reaſonably be — 
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if we are not willing to lake the Dream of an old 
Few for Goſpel. 


CRCT..XY 


The laft Objection I ſhall take Notice of, 1 
the famous Dr. Wallis was ſtagger' d by, is what ve 
meet with in the 2d Part of his Def. f ov nr 


Sabb. P. 122. 
II ſeems io me ſomewhat ſtrange, that in all th 


long Diſcourſes in the Book of Job, none of bis Frie 


(among the many Faults they charge him with) jbould | 


ever think of charging him with the Neglect of i Sab- 
bath- Day: And that he (when be was ſo jealaus for 


his Sons curſi Jong God in their Hearts, in the midi of | 


their Feaſting ; as that be did every Day offer Suri. 

fice on their 2405) florld newer blame them for \fach 
Feaſting for ſeven Days together, without an Sada 
for on wy appears, intervening ; nor take Notice of 
outs that befel them, as Hand of God u 7 2 * 

for ſuch N, * of the Sabbath; . Sov 

ſuggeſt 77. Conſideration.] To AT I anfwer :-— 

1. From all ks lo COA (which, ſo far 
as relates to the publick Worſhip, are far en 
from long ;) ĩt appears that Jo riends took 
Judgments upon him, to be a Proof of his 32 
criſy, a Vice which abounds as much in the 
iſh Part of Religion, and the inſtrumental Duties 
of it; as 'tis lame in other Points: Particularly in 
that real inward Pri , without which all out- 
ward Shews are nothing worth, 

Now as they took his Goodneſs to be of this 
Stamp : *tis no Wonder, that we don't read of theit 
Fra. Þ him with the Violation of the ſeventh Day's 
Reft, (ſuppoſing it then. obſerved ;) but ſingle out 
other Topicks to flouriſh upon, 1 

2. That 
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2. That we read not of Job's blaming his Sons 
for tranſgreſſing on this Memorial of the Creation, 
(ſuppoſing it then obſerved by the Worſhippers of 
the Creator; ) is not more ſtrange: When we do 
not read of his ſaying any thing to them before, at, 
or after their Feaſting, mentioned chap. 1. of that 
Hiſtory, v. 4. And yet (I hope) it will not fol- 
low from hence, that they tranſgreſs'd no Rule of 
Religion, 

»Tis faid, indeed, v. g. of that chap, that ben 
the days of their feaſting were gone about, Job ſent and 
[andlifed them, and roſe up early in the morning, and 
offered up burnt-offerings according to the number of 
them all, For Job ſaid, 1t may be, that my ſons have 
finned and curſed God in their bearts : ( — 4 be- 
cauſe God's Day ſtood as a Bar to interrupt their 
Jollity, or from other Cauſes, or from this and o- 
thers put together; the Text ſays not. But if we 
may have the ſame Liberty of ſuppoſing one way, 
which ſome take another; it will be our own Fault 
if we loſe by the * Nor are the immedi- 
ately fallowing Words any great Objection agail 
us: (ibus did Fob all the days, So the Marginal H. 
brew, ) which, in Point of ſacrificing, puts no Dif- 
2 between the ſeventh Day, and any other 

ay, 

Nor is there any need that it ſhould, if we conſi- 
der this facrificing as it is explained by the Context : 
that is, as an occaſional thing which related _ 
and only to Job's Sons. There was no need to di- 
Ringuiſh one Day from another, on ſuch an Ac- 
count, Nor will this occaſional thing inform us, 
what was Job's ſettled Practice at other Times; or 
what other Occaſions he had, or had not, to di- 
ſtinguiſh one Day from another: but leaves us to 
gueſs at both as well as we can. 

H 2 3. The 
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3. The Hiſto does not ſay that Job's Som 
feaſted for ſeven Don together, or what was the 


Number of their Feaſting Days: But leaves us to 


collect this laſt Circumſtance from the Number of 
his Sons, which happened to be ſeven. "INE 
But Job's having ſeven Sons, who feaſted every 
one his Day, will no more determine that Queſtion: 
[whether this Feaſting paſſed with, or without an lu. 
teruption by the ſeventh Day:) than if he had ſi or 
eight Sons who did the ſame thing. 
The Reverend Doctor tells us that they feaſted 


for ſeven Days together, without any Sabbath (for ; 


ought appears) intervening, 


And (in Anſwer to this,) it does not appear that 


they who feaſted together /even Days, (which is al 


that the Hiſtory intimates in the Caſe ;) feaſted for 


ſeven Days together, without any Day intervening, 

When it does ; *twill be Time enough to be con- 
cern'd about what Quarter the ſeventh Day had x 
mong the reſt. "#1 * ©. 5%, 

4. Let us, for once, ſuppoſe what was never yet 
proved to be ſo much as probable : That Job's Sons 
feaſted for ſeven Days together, without Interrup- 
tion; (which forty Accidents might make very in- 
convenient, whether the ſeventh Day was then ob- 
ſerved or no;) and by Conſequence, that the f- 
venth Day of the Week was one of their frolicking 
Days: That the Love of Mirth and Jollity ſhoull 
make young People thus far forget God and them- 
ſelves, when got from under their pious Father's 
Wing, and had Houſes of their own, and (if we 
may gueſs by Job's Remark upon them, v. 5. ut 
ſu pra, not much Religion, whatever he had him- 
Aelf; will not, upon ſecond Thoughts, appear fo 
yery ſtrange. ©! . OO Ot 1 2,1 


Nor 


* * 
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Nor is it more ſuprizing, that ſo good a Man as 
Job, ſo compaſſionate to other People, and ſo ten- 
der of his own Children; ſhould forbear rippi 
up the Faults of theſe laſt, when they were cad? 
and the Judgment which befel them on this and 
that Account. 

We may naturally enough ſuppoſe him loth to 
rake among their mangled Bodies, and wound him- 
ſelf in fo ſenſible a Part. | | 

To oblige ſome People, he muſt do this. 

But how much more decent and agreeable is 
what the Hiſtory tells us of him, and what he ſays 
of himſelf, after all thoſe repeated Misfortunes which 
were made more pungent by the Loſs of them he 
loved ſo dearly, as appeary by chap. 29. ver. 2. 5. 

[Then Fob aroſe, and rent his mantle, and ſhaved 
his bead, (Signs then of an uncommon Sorrow, ) 
and fell down, and worſhipped, and ſaid, Naked came 
out of my mother's womb, and naked fhall I return 
thither : the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away: and bleſſed be the name of the Lord, chap. 1. 
ver. 20, 21,] | | 

5. What befel Fob (ſo great a Man, and ſo fa- 
mous for his Piety and Vertue ;) opened ſo ſurpri- 
zing a Scene, and was ſo much more remarkable 
than what befell his Children for their own Faults ; 
that *tis the leſs Wonder, if his Friends were ſo full 
of the Father's Caſe, as not to meddle with the par- 
ticular Faults of the Children, and the Puniſhment 
which befell them on that Score. 

Let us now hear what farther Anſwer Dr. Wallis 
himſelf furniſhes us with, in the Firſt Part of his 
Def. of the Criſt. Sabb. p. 6, 7. [Now if we conſider 
that the true Worſhip of God was often reduced to fome 
one Family, as in the Time of Noah, and A of 

21 ; a” 
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Abraham; and even that Family ſometimes corrupt 


enough, as was that of Nahor ; (from whence Abra- 
ham was ( for that Reaſon) removed; aud that f 
Laban where Jacob /ojourned ; and bow often alſo the 


like happened, we cannot tell: It was very poſſible, 


that the Sabbath (+), might be ueglected, as himſelf 
(Mr. Bampfield) obſerves, p. 63, it had been before, 


and under the Captivity, for a long Time, and was 
made a Market-Day, as well as any other Day of the 
Week ; like as the Temple was become a Market-Place, 


(Mat. xxi. 12, 13, John ii. 14, 16.) as was alſo the 
Paſſover in great meaſure neglected from the Time of 


Samuel, till that of Joſiah, ( 2 Chron. xxxv. 16, ) 
and the Feaſt of Tabernacles from the Days of Joſhua, 
to thoſe of Nehemiah ( /ee Nehem, viii. 17.) and Gir- 
cumciſion for forty Years together in the Wilderneſs, 

oſh, v. g.] To which the Doctor might have ad- 

ed, (And had the Jews, in the mean lime, been to- 
lerably goad in other Reſpects; this would have looked 
the more ſtrange, But, as the Caſe ſtands, the Mon- 
der is fo much the leſs,) 

Give me Leave to add; that the Jewfiſb Sabbath, 
Circumciſion, (which intitled them to the Privileges 
of their Covenant,) the Paſſover, and the Feat of 
Tabernacles, had this Advantage over the Patriarchal 
ſeventh Day's Reſt, (ſuppoſing ſuch a thing ;) that 
they were ſettled by ſeveral direct expreſs Com- 
mands of God now on Record : And that the De- 
livery of thoſe Laws which relate to three of them, 


as well as their Tranſmiſſion to future Ages, were 
, preſſed” upon the Jeus with ſuch moving uncom- 
mon Circumſtances, as made the foremention- 


3 the more difficult, as well as inexcu- 


) The Seventh Day's Reſt. 
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And therefore if the Corruption of human Na- 
ture broke through all; tis no great Wonder, if 
the 2 ſeventh Day's Reſt met with no 
better Quarter than ſuits with the Account which 


Dr. Wallis gives of the State of Mankind : Accor- 
ding to which it was poſſible enough that the Ob- 


| ſervation of the /eventh Day, might not deſcend 


to ob from his. Progenitors; much more, to a 
greater Number in that Part of the World ; I 
mean, to the Neighbouring Princes who are called 
his Friends. 

And, in either Caſe, this makes it the leſs Won- 
der, if they ſaid nothing of the ſeventh Day's Reſt 
to him, or he to them. 

6. What this moſt Reverend Profeſſor tells us of 
Job, comes at laſt to no more than this: [which 
makes me doubtful that ſuch (* Sabbath had not been 
obſerved during that Interval (of 2500 Tears from the 
Creation to the Time ſpoken of Exod. vi.) or had, 
long before that Time, been neglefted or forgotten. 


To qualify the firft Part of which, he thinks be 
Body of that Law (the — ) to be obliging 
10 others, and to us in partienlar; being declara- 
tive of what was Law befare, however neglected or 
forgotten: particularly, that from Gen. ii. 3. and 
Exod. xx. 11. jointly, it is well infer”d that Man- 
kind ſhould from thenceforth (the Time of God's 
bleſſing and ſanctifying the Day of his Reſt) ob- 
ſerve the ſeventh Day. Def of the Chriſt. Sabb. Part 
I. p. 3, 4. Part 2. p. 112. 

o which give me Leave to add, That (for 
the ſame Reaſon, ) this ſtrongly intimates that the 
Almighty did what was neceſſary toward ſuch 4 
Practice. And if this was done by him who does 

nothing 


(*) Seventh Day's Reſt. 
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nothing in vain : it would be ſomething ſtran 
if no body ſhould take the Hint; eſpeciall 


7 


fore Mankind were corrupted to that Degree which 


they were afterward. 


Now ! to the King eternal, immortal, i wr 4 
God of Time, and Father of the Worl 


. be —_— and Power everlaſting. Amen. 


We 
ag 
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EXO D. xx. 8, 9, 10, II. 


Remember the ſabbath-day, to keep it holy. 

Six days ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy "work. 

But the ſeventh day is the ſabbath of the Lord = 

i God: in it thou oat! not do any work, thou, nor 
thy fon, nor thy daughter, nor thy man-ſervant, 
nor thy maid-ſervant, nor thy cattle, nor thy ſtran- 
ger that is within thy gates. 

For in fix days the Lord made beaven 2 earth, the 
ſea, and all that in them is, and reſted the ſeventh 
day : wherefore the Lord bleſſed the ſabbath-da Ys 
25 hallowed it. 


> 15 * G OR the farther cheating of this Text, 

mo I IA it will be proper now to conſider the 
| Sabbath as given to the Jews: The 
A firſt Account whereof we have in the 
16:b Chapter of Exodus, which in- 
| forms us, that the whole Congrega- 
tion of the Children of Vael in the 


3 murmurin ainſt Moſes and Aaron for 
Want of Proviſion; Cock 


promiſes and confirms it, 
that 
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thae be will miraculouſly ſupply them with Brea 


and Fleſn. 


Farther, He appoints the garhering, of the for. 
mer, at a certain Rate every Day; that he might 
prove them, whether they would walk in his Lay, 
Or no. | 
And (ſays he) it ſhall come to paſs, that on thi 
fixth day they ſhall prepare that which they bring u 
and it ſhall be twice as much as they gather daily. 
This (as *tis generally agreed, paved the Way 
for the enſuing Sabbath, on which (as they are to 


afterward, no Manna ſhould fall. 


. But why not then, as well as before? = 
Becauſe the jeventh Day is the Sabbath of the Ho 
ly Sabbath to the Lord. So Moſes expounds it after 


ward. . | 


But why the ven Day this Sabbath, rather tha | 


the Huth or firſt ? Or why did the Manna then ce Wi | 
to fall; and not ſome Day before or after? er 
Why (before this Sabbath) comes an Order 6 


prepare their Bread upon the ſxtb Day; (meaning 
the finth Day of the Week, as appears by the fol 
lowing Hiſtory 2 if (before that Order) they did 
not reckon by Weeks? And if they did, how came 
they to do ſo? Why (after the /eventh Day. from 

the firſt falling of the Manna,) were they to begin 
their Account of Time afreſh ; ſince though the 


Manna then began to fall afreſh, this was not the 


firſt Time of its doing ſo? Or. what could they 
make of being A. to prepare their Bread on 
the /ixtb Day, and having no ſuch Order for at 
Day but this ; with a Promiſe that (on this Day) 
the Portion of Manna ſhould be double to what it 
was on other Days: if there was nothing yet in the 


following Day, but only its being the /eventh Day 


from the firit falling of the Manna ? 1 
| 0 


To ſuppoſe the good God to amuſe a hungry 
Multitude with Expreſſions which they could not 
underſtand ; and to ſingle out this Opportunity, to 
be intricate and uncertain : is, to ſuppoſe what does 
not fit ſo eaſy upon his Honour, nor is it ſo agree» 
able to his common Method of proceeding. | 
What I conclude from the whole, is, that (the 
Irtb Day) was the Phraſe which had been uſed for 
che ixib Day of the Week:) and that the Jews 
ad ſome previous Notice both of the Weekly 
WComputation. of Time, and of that ſeventh Day's 
Weſt which God (for the Tryal of their Obedience) 
Wnight make as ſtrict as he thought fir. 
| Fur ſuppoſing ſome ſuch Preparatory Notice, 
From whence did it come? 
From a new antecedent Revelation? 
This the Hiſtory gives no Foundation for. Nor 
Moes it appear what more they wanted, than that 
yhich gives a plain Account of this and ſeveral o 
er Things: I mean, a Tradition grounded ori- 
e inally on what we are told, Gen. ii. 2, 3, But this 
daly by the way. To return then: © 
Cod perform'd his Promiſe: And the People 
aving gathered the Manna according to Order, 
which was followed with a ſurprizing Circum- 
ance ;;) received afterward a ſeemingly unlimited 
ommand, not to keep any of it till Morning. 
This Order was diſobeyed by ſome. Then follows 
he Effect, 94 on with the Reſentment af Moſes ; 
in Account of the Time of gathering the Manna, 
nd wy came of leaving it too long upon the 
round. 
Mean time, the People could not tell to what 
Purpoſe the ſixth Day was allotted for God's ſend- 
ng a double Portion of that heavenly Bread; if 
hey might not keep "au of it till the * 
2 an 
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and thereby prevent the Labour of gathering it uy, 
on the ſeventh Day. Pres 
Therefore this, and the juſt now mention*d Com 
mand, not ſeeming to agree well together: all th 
Rulers of the Congregation take this Opportunity 
to wait upon Moſes, with an Account of their gi 
thering the ſixth Day's double Portion; and leavei 
to him to ſay what he thought fit on this Occaſion, 
Moſes then (and not till then) directly tells them 
This is that which the Lord hath ſaid, To morrow ( 
the reſt of the holy ſabbath to the Lord: (or the Si 
bath of the holy Sabbath :) bake that ye will bak, 
and ſeethe that ye will ſeethe. by bat is, ſays Dr. Hy 
lin, Hiſt. Sabb, Part 1. c. g. ſect. 7. bake and feu 
what ye think ſufficient for the preſent (the ſix} 
Day.] But they wanted no Order for this. Au 
it makes the Words more agreeable to what go 
before, to underſtand the Paſſage thus: To morrn 
being the ſabbath of the holy ſabbath to the Lord: 
much of the double portion as ye would have baked "nf 
ſeethed, let it be baked or ſeethed to day. To whid 
he ſeaſonably ſubjoins : And that which remain 
over, lay up for you, to be kept till morning. Whid 
(by the By) ſhews that an Exception to the ii 
Day, was implied (though not expreſſed) in t 
Command, not to keep any of the Manna ti 
the Morning of the following Day. Withal it in 
"ny a Promiſe, that no Pamage ſhould com 
rom making ſuch a Reſerve upon the fixth D 
If any remained of that which was then baked « 
ſeethed : here's no Order to keep that till the e 
ſuing Sabbath, Nor was there any Occaſion : Fa 
if that which was neither baked nor ſeethed, woul 
be ſweet and good the next Day: there could h 
little Doubt but that would be ſo, which had th 
Advantage of Baking or Seething. According 
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it follows, that they laid up the Manna till the 
(next) Morning; (that is, till the Sabbath; and it 
did not ſtink, nor was there any Worm therein. 

But though Moſes (by God's Order) took Care 
to prevent (not only the Baking and Seething, but) 
the-very Attempt of Gathering the Manna on the 
Sabbath : All this would not cure the Irch of Re- 
bellion ; (a vice they were ſubjelt to from the begin- 
ning, Deut. ix. 24.) for there went out of | the people, 
on the ſeventh day, to gather (Manna.) 

And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, How long refuſe ye 
to keep my Commandments and my Laus? fee (conſi- 
der) for that the Lord hath given you the ſabbath 
(Haſhabbath ;) therefore he giveth you on the ſixth 
day, the bread of two days. Abide ye every man in 
his place, let no man go out of his place on the ſeventh 
day. So (purſuant to this Order) the People reſt- 
ed on the ſeventh Day. | 

Give me Leave now to obſerve upon the whole, 
that though here's the firſt Riſe of an extraordinary 
- Sabbath, ſuch as we have no Reaſon to believe was 
ever obſerved before; and ſuch as makes it no 
Wonder, that a ſuddain univerſal Compliance was 
not given thereto: Here's nothing that does ſo 
much as intimate that this was the firſt Time that 
the Weekly Computation came in Uſe, or that the 
Jews ever heard of ſuch a thing as the ſeventh Day's 
Reſt ; but ſome Circumſtances which look more 
favourably another way. _ 

And though the main Body of that People were 
guilty of Faults enough, which God Almighty takes 
Occaſion, from their Breach of this new Sabbath, 
to check them for; it does not appear from the 
Hiſtory, that the Violaters thereof were very ma- 
ny : Of which (conſidering the Stubbornneſs and 
Unbelief of rhe Jews,) there had been more Nan- 

| Ber; 


- manner of Coherence : [This double 
- Preamble to the following Sabbath. For by ſomething 
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ger ; if a prior Cuſtom or Tradition of their own, 
had not put ſome Bar in the Caſe. 

Dr, Heylin, in his Hiſt. Sabb. Part 1. c. 4. ſect. I, 
inſultin 5 obſerves, that this hardened reprobately 
Crew — ſuch the main Body of them ſeem to 
have been) made no Scruple of ſpending this boly Day 
in murmuring and ſeditious Clamours, 

And a great many other Faults he might have 
found, which only themſelves were the worſe for. 
Nor is there any thing in God Almighty's not in- 
terrupting their Journies on the ſeventh Day, before 
his Addition of thoſe ſtrict Auſterities upon it which 
be required afterward : than in what we read, 70%. 

v. (according to the Doctor's own Comment, ) after 
thoſe Auſterities had been injoined. 

In his ſame Hiſt. Sabb. ow. c. 4. ſect. 1. he tells 
us, that God Almighty's giving the Iſraelites a double 
Portion of Manna on the tach Day, was a Preamble, 
or Preparative for the following Sabbath. 

[And fo far all agree. (Now then for Logick.) 
For by this Miracle, this Reſt of God from raining 
Manna on the ſeventh Day, the People came ta 
know which was preciſely the ſeventb Hay from the 
World's Creation, whereof they were quite igno- 
rant at that Time.] 

But here che Doctor is in too much Haſte. For 
firſt, he makes a Miracle where every body ſees 
there was none: in not ſending of the Manna on 
the ſeventh Day; when his ſending of the ſixtb Day 5 
double Portion had made it 2 

Next, He couples together things which have no 
Portion Was 4 


as diſtant from this, as the Eaſt is from "the Weſt ; 
(God Almighty's not ſending of Manna on the ſeventh 


Day) the People came to know (what na body 1 


that 
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that Day to this, could ever make any thing H:) which 
was proce the ſeventh Day from the Torts Cre- 
—_ ut ſuppoſing ſuch a Concluſion to be de- 
ducible from one, or both, of the forementioned 
Premiſſes : the Jews could not collect at this Rate, 
without ſome previous Notice of what Moſes tells 
us in the 24 Chapter of the Book of Geneſis, with 
relation to the /eventh Day, 

And if they had ſome ſuch preparatory Know- 
ledge: it is to be hoped that the ſame People 
whom the Doctor makes ſo ingenious in one Point; 
were not quite ſo ignorant as he would have them, 
in another. 
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And thus I come to the 20th Chapter of Exodus, 
where the Obſervation of the vent Day is groun- 
ded on God's primitive Reſt after the fix Dorn of 
Creation, and the bleſſing and ſanctifying of that 
Pay. 

ere we meet with what the Hebrew calls the Ten 
Words, which the Goſpel 3 by the Title of 
Commandments, Luke xxiii. 56. Epbeſ. vi. 1. Rom. 
vii. 8. and c. xi, 9. Mark x. 19. Luke xvi. 20, not 
to mention other Places. 

In the Heart of theſe Commandments we meet with 
the Sabbatical Law. But before I come to the Bo- 
dy of that Precept, give me Leave to ſet down a 
Particular of the Solemnity which paved the Way 
thereto, as well as attended its Delivery. 

What Mofes ſays in the Caſe, is Exod. xix. v. g. 
to the End. To which I ſhall add what's elſe- 
where added by him and S. Paul. And Moſes went 
up unto God, and the Lord called unto him out of the 
mountain, ſaying, Thus ſhalt thou ſay to the 52 4 

acob, 


' what I did to the Egyptians: and how I bare you on 


againſt the third day. For on the third day the Lord 


, trumpet ſoundeth long, they (the people) ſball come 


that there were thunders and lightnings, and a-thick 
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Jacob, and tell tbe children of Iſrael : Ye have ſeen 


eagles wings, and brought you to my ſelf, Now there- 
fore if — obey my voice indeed, 1 keep my co- 
venant; ye ſhall be a peculiar treaſure to me, above 
all people : for all the earth is mine. And ye ſhall be 
jo me a kingdom of prieſts aud a holy nation, Theſe 
are the words which ye ſhall ſpeak to the children of 
Iſrael. And Moſes came and called for the elders 

the people, and laid before their faces all theſe. words 
which the Lord commanded him, And all the people 
anſwered together, and ſaid, All that the Lord bath 
ſpoken, we will do. And Moſes returned the words 
of the people to the Lord. And the Lord ſaid unto 
Moſes, Behold, I come to thee in a thick cloud; that 
the people may hear when I ſpeak with thee, and be- 
lieve thee for ever. And Mikes told the words of ' the 
people unto the Lord. And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, 
Go to the people, and ſanctify them to day, and to 
morrow, and let them waſh their clothes, and be ready 


will come down in the fight of all the people, on mount 
Sinai. And thou fhait ſet bounds unto the people, 
ſaying, Take heed to your ſelves, that ye go not up 
to the mount, or touch the borders of it. Whoſoever 
toucheth the mount ſhall ſurely be put to death. There 
ſhall not a band touch it, but Hall ſurely be ſtoned, or 
ſoot through : Whether it be beaſt or man (that touch- 
eth the ſacred Mount) it ſhall not live, When the 


up to the mountain. And Moſes went down from the 
mount to the people, and ſanctiſied the people, and 
they waſhed their clothes. And he ſaid unto the people, 
Be ready againſt the third day : come not at your wives, 
And it came to paſs on the third day in the morning, 


cloud 
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cloud upon the mount, and the woice of the trumpet 
exceeding loud, ſo that all the people who were in 
the camp (*) trembled. And Moſes brought forth 
the people to meet with God. And they ſtood at the 
netber part of the mount. And mount Sinai was 
altogether on a ſmoke, becauſe the Lord deſcended ur- 
on it in fire: and the ſmoke thereof aſcended as the 
ſmoke of a furnace, (and the mountain burned with 
fire, unto the heart of heaven, with darkneſs, tempeſt, 
clouds, and thick darkneſs, Deut. iv. 11. Heb. xi. 18.- 
and ſo terrible was the fight, that Moſes ſaid, I ex- 
ceedingly fear and quake, Heb. xii. 21.) and the whole 
mountain quaked greatly, And when the voice of the 
trumpet ſounded long, and grew louder and louder, 
Moſes (not able to contain any longer) /pake, and 
God anſwered him by a voice, 7 the Lord came 
down upon mount Sinai, on the top of the mountain: 
and the Lord called Moſes up to the top of the moun- 
tain, and Moſes (revived by God's foregoing An- 
ſwer) went up. And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Go 
down, charge the people, leſt they break through unto 
the Lord to gaze, and many of them periſh. And let 
the Prieſts alſo which come near unto the Lord, ſancti- 
fy themſelves, leſt the Lord break forth upon them. And 
Moſes ſaid unto the Lord, The people cannot come up 
unto mount Sinai: for thou chargedſt us, ſaying, Set 
bounds about the mount, and ſanctify it. And the Lord 
ſaid to him, Away, get thee down, and thou ſhalt come 
up, thou, and Aaron with thee : but let not the prieſts 
and the people break through to come up unto the Lord, 
leſt he break forth upon them, & Moſes went down 
to the people, and ſpake to them, (and returned ac- 
cording to God's Order.) 

| K Then 


to were ſeveral hundred theuſands. See Exod. xii 37- 


' ſhewed thee his great fire, and thou heardeft the voi 
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Then follows the 20th Chapter of the ſame Book, 
which begins thus: (And God ſpake all theſe word; 
ſaying, I am the Lord thy God, who brought thee out 
7 the land of Egypt, and out of the houſe of bondage, 
Thou ſhalt have no other Gods before me, &c.) _ 

And upon this Delivery of the Ten Commandments, 
and of the Law of the Sabbath among the reſt, Moſz 
makes this Improvement, Deut. iv. 32, 33, 36. [At 
ngw of the days that are paſt, which were before the, i 
fince the day that God created man upon earth; (which 
mene a Tradition of what paſſed from that Tim 
to this,) and ast from the one fide of the heaven u 
the other, whether there hath been any ſuch thing a 
this great thing is, or hath been heard like it? Did. 
ver people hear the voice of God ſpeaking out of th 
midſt of the fire, as thou haſt beard, and live? (and 
this the People themſelves ſeem to have an agree- 
able Notion of, Exod. xx. 18. 19. where it is ſaid: 
And all the people ſaw the thunderings and the light 
nings, and the noiſe of the trumpet, and the moumbai 
ſmoking : and when the people ſaw it, they removed, 
and ſtood afar off. And they ſaid unto Moſes, Speak 
thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God [peat 
with us, leſt we die.) Out of heaven (the circum- 
ambient Region of the Air) he made thee to hear by 
voice, that he might inſtrufF thee :. and upon earth þ 


of bis words out of the midſt of the fire. 

| And in Deut. v. 22. we are told, that the Lori 
pate theſe words (the Decalogue) to all their afſen- 
bly in the mount, out of the midſt of the fire, of. tht 
cloud, and of the thick darkneſs, with a great woict, 
and he added no more (; and be wrote them in tui 
Tables of Stone, and delivered them to me, SECT. 


(% It is well known that all the Fathers were of this Op- 
nion, that God gave the Jews only the Decalogue, till they 4 
| | _ 


— 


= and 
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Here, perhaps, it will be objected, that though 
the Delivery of the Ten Commandments was very glo- 
rious: yet as to what Moſes tells us, Deut. v. 22. of 
God Ay adding no more; there was no- 
W thing in this, but only his Compliance with the Fear 
and PSAS of the People, who 1 appears from 
Dent. v. 25, 26. Exod, xx. 19. and Heb. xu. 19, 20.) 
could no longer bear ſuch a Delivery of God's Will: 


; that it was this, and only this, which was the 
W Reaſon why the Ceremonial Laws which followed 


a * 


* WE after, were not delivered with the ſame Solemnity 


which the Decalogue was, To which I anſwer ;—— 

1. Another Reaſon is viſible at firſt Sight; and 
the Truth of the Matter both Sides agree in, viz. 
That there was nothing in the Excellence of thoſe Ce- 
remonial Laws, which was ſuitable to that Pomp and 
State wherewith the Decalogue was given. 

2. To tell us that the Fear and Uneaſineſs of the 
People, (whereof Moſes, Deut. v. 25. gives us this 
Account from their own Words: I we hear the 
voice of the Lord our God any more, we ſhall die.) To 
ſay that this was the only Reaſon why the following 
Ceremonial Laws were not delivered as the Decalogur 
was 3 is, to beg the Queſtion, _ | 

We may as well ſuppoſe, that the {Almighty 
foreſeeing that the People's Patience would hold as 
long as his moſt ſolemn Delivery of the Ten Com- 
mandments: knowing that this was long enough; 
and withal reſolving to diſtinguiſh the * 

| K 2 


made the Golden Calf: Ard that afterward he laid the Ceremcni1l 
Yoke upon them, to keep them from Idolatty. Dr. Waitty, Ta- 
raph, Xe. upon Gal. iii. 19, N | 


% 
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the ſuperior Manner of its Delivery: ordered Mat. 


ters ſo, as was ſuitable to that End. 
And this Interpretation is the more likely, be- 
cauſe *tis moſt agreeable to ſo many other Circum- 
ſtances which ſhew a Deſign of diſtinguiſhing the 
Decalogue delivered by God to the People, above 
the Ceremonial Laws delivered to them afterward 
by Moſes. | pe, +9 
3. Was the fourth Commandment as inconſiderz. 
ble as this and other Objections would make it: 
the Decalogue (called emphatically the Covenant, and 
the Words of the Covenant, Deut. iv. 13. Exod, xxx1v, 


28.) was not its proper place. Or if it was; 


the thunder and lightning, and other pompous Cir 
cumſtances, had more properly been f ared. 

And this would have prevented that Fear and 
Uneaſineſs which God Almighty muſt foreſee, and 


- Which is pretended to be the only Reaſon why the 


Ceremonial Laws were not delivered as the Deca. 
logue was. | : 
4. What was the Reaſon of this different manner 


of Delivery, Moſes ſeems to intimate in the ' 4th 


Chapter of Deuteronomy, ver. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. 
which gives a difterent Turn to the Caſe. 
Give me Leave to add, that it is not at all in- 
conſiſtent, that ſo much Pomp and Solemnity 
ſhould attend the Delivery of the Decalogue, be. 


' © cauſe of the Hard-heartedneſs of the Fews, and 


becauſe of the ſuperior Uſe and Excellence of the 
Laws conrain'd therein. The one made it neceſſs- 
ry ; the/other worth the while. "8 

5. The People were commanded back to their 
Tents, when God had delivered to them the Deca- 
togue, Dent. v. 30. Which had been neither ſo ne- 


ceſlary, nor ſo proper : if there was no Reaſon for 


his not immediately adding the Ceremonial © Laws, 


* but 


SERMON U. 97 


but only their Fear and Uneaſineſs, who (from that 
uneaſy Fear; and from God's adding no more, 
Deut. v. 22.) had both Excuſe and Inclination e- 
nough to do what God commanded, without any 
ſuch Command. But though their doing ſo, had 
ſuited beſt with the Objection which I am anſwer- 
ing; it did not ſuit ſo well with God's Purpoſe. _ 

And therefore (inſtead of quaſhing that Thought: 
that they ſhould die and be conſumed, if they ſhould hear 
that terrible voice any more:) he preſently accepts of 
the Deputation of Moſes in their Room; and com- 
mands them far enough off, before he would ſpeak 
to their Mediator, | 


ear 


Farther it may be, and was objected in the laſt 
Century, by the learned Dr. Vbiie, Biſhop of EI); 
that God's immediately uttering the Ten Command- 
ments, is dubious and controverted, for this Reaſon : 
becauſe wany Texts of holy Scripture, and many pro- 
found Doctors affirm, that the Lord himſelf did not ut- 
ter and pronounce the Ten Commandments with his 
own Voice, but by the miniſterial Voice of his Angel. 

The Texts urged for the Support of this Aſſer- 
tion, are As vii. ver. 38, 53. Gal. il. 19. Heb. ii. 2. 
Jobn v. 37. See his Lordſhip's Treatiſe of the Sab- 
bath, - Printed 1635. p. 50, 51. To which I an- 
ſwer ;— 

1, Neither theſe, nor any other Texts of Scrip- 
ture, affirm what his Lordſhip pretends ; nor has 
either himſelf, or any of his profound Doctors been 
able to prove any ſuch thing. 0 

2. This Polemick Father of the Church forgets 
two Circumſtances in that noted Chapter, As vii. 
the one is, St. Stepben's inſiſting upon the FR 

ed ence 
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lence of che ef received by the Diſpoſitiohs, «: 

Arabi, of Angels (), implied in that Expreſſion 

relating to the Decalogue : (056 received AF lively, 7. 

or living, Oracles, dne e, to give unto us, ver. 
8. of that Chapter.) 

"The other js, in we ſee by comparing the Old 
and New Teſtament together, viz, that among 
theſe Angels was the Son of God, who i ſent by by 
Father) is called the A Angel of if the Lora, ver. 30. 


Exod. xxiii. 21. the Angel in whom is the name 7 


God. In Acts vii. 38, emphatically, the Angel whd 
appeared to Moſes in mount Sinai: called alſo (the 


Lord,) and (the God of their Fathers,) and (the Lord 


who Zalked with them face to face, See ver. 31, 32, 
38. of the ſame Chapter, compared with the 3d, 
4th, 19th, and 20th Chapters of the Book of Exo- 
dus, and with Deut. v. 4.) 

This it was which made the Angelick 7 ſo 
awful. And this makes it the leſs Wonde » that 
when St. Stephen had touched the Fews, Ad vii. 
51, 52, 53. the x were cut to the beart, and gnaſhed 
upon him with their teeth. 

3. In the Old Teſtament, the Author, Speaker, and 
Injoiner of the Ten Commandments, is conſtantly re- 
preſented as one and the ſame: 417 ſeems every 
where to be ſo taken by Moſes himſelf, as well as by 


Which would be unaccountable, if ( after all) the 
Speaker was not God himſelf, but only one of his 
own Creatures. 

4: As to what his Lordſhip tells us in the next Page, 
about God's ſpeaking by his Miniſters and Ambaſ: 


the People. 


ſadors; it does not come up to the preſent Caſe. ; 


(+) Among Hoſts or Troops of Angeis, Hammond in oc 
compared with what he ſays upon As xiii. 48. Note M. By the 
Adminiſtration of Angels: So Eraſmus and others. 


Our 


1 


RD e 


Low! 
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Our Enquiry is about ſomething elſe, viz. [when 
the fame Lord who had miraculouſly brought the 
Children of 1/rael to himſelf, (Exog. xix. 4.) is faid 
to come down from Heaven in order to. declare to 
them his Will ; and accoreingly to command them 
before him, and ſpeak fo and inſtru& them with 
his Voice; and all this is done with a Solemnity 
ſuitable to ſuch an Occaſion, and very diſtin& from, 
and ſuperior to the common Caſe of his ſpeaking - 
by Angels, or Prophets: When the Matter it ſelf 
agreed thereto, being (in its kind) the nobleſt and 
moſt perfect Summary of Duty, ſuch as would be 
of eternal Uſe :] Whether, in ſuch a Caſe, it is not 
more reaſonable to believe that he did himſelf 
(though not without the Miniſtry of Angels) ſpeak 
to the People the Commandments then and there de- 
livered ? © 
But to this his Lordſhip and his Doctors ſay 
nothing. | | 3 
5. That the Speaker on Mount Sinai, was the 
Lord himſelf, and not merely a Creature; Moſes 
ſeems to intimate when he bids the Fews remember 
that they heard the voice of the words (there and then 
ſpoken,) but ſaw no ſimilitude, (as when Angels 


= 
. 


r , 


©. 
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before) declared unto them his Covenant, Deut. iv. 
10, 12, 13. | | 
6. John v. 37. ſpeaks of the Voice of God the 
Father, as appears from the Text it ſelf. 
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But this is wide of the prefent Diſpute. 

7. That God deſcended on Mount Sinai with ten 
thouſand of his Saints, or Angels, (as the Septua- 
gint expounds it;) Moſes informs us, Deut. Xxxiii. 2. 
And the preparatory Sound of the Trumpet ( Exod. 

2 tag X1X.) 
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Cafes, God did nor diſcover every Particular un- 


be gueſſed at before, but could not ( before that 


fb YEA MD N=: 
xix.) ſeems to intimate, that the Lord did not de- 
ſcend without Attendance. 3 
But that the Angels (his Creatures) were any o- 
therwiſe concerned in the Delivery of the Decalogue, 
than as Attendants on the Divine Majeſty, for the 
greater Pomp of the Buſineſs: neither Maſes, nor 
any one Writer of the Old Teſtament, does ſo much 
as intimate. | 
To argue from other different Caſes, is, to beg 
the Queſtion. And as to the Gueſſes of uninſpire 
Menu; they are too weak a Bottom to build that 
upon, which it is the proper Buſineſs of Revelation - 
to diſcloſe. r 
From the whole I conclude (not that the Old Te- 
ſtament which tells us expreſly that God ſpake all 
theſe Words, and the New which tells us as expreſly 
that the Word was ſpoken by Angels; contradi 
each other :) but that in this, as well as other 


der the Law, but reſerved ſomething as more pro- 
per for the Revelation of the Goſpel, which might 


Revelation) be known. | 

8. Heb. ii. 2. (as well as Gal. iii. 19.) ſuppoſes ve- 
ry juſtly, that, in ſome Reſpects, the Delivery of 
the Goſpel had the Advantage over the Delivery of 
the Law, even of the Decalogue it ſelf.  _ 

For Example, this ſo great Salvation (as the Go- 
ſpel is called, Heb. ii. 3.) began to be ſpoken by 
the Lord himſelf, without the Miniſtry either of 
Angels or Men. This Lord did (though not in 
Thunder and Lightning) yet in a more taking way, 
give us a clear compleat Revelation of what we 
chiefly wanted to be inſtructed in. That Lord 
who, in the Beginning, laid the Foundation of the 
Earth, and the Heavens are the Work of his nee 

eb. 
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(Heb. i. 10.) who, for our Sakes, took our Nature 
upon him: (chap. ii. ver. 14.) that ſupereminent 
Son by whom the Father hath ſpoken to us in theſe 
e, laſt Days, and whom all the Angels of God are 
© commanded to worſhip; (chap. 1. ver, 2, 6, 8.) 
Tr. who is the Brightneſs of his Father's Glory, and 
h the expreſs Image of his Perſon : Who upholds all 
things by the Word of his Power : hath purged 
our Sins by himſelf, (which-none but God himſelf 
could do,) and, as our Interceſſor, is ſet down at 
the Right Hand of the Majeſty on high : (ver. 3: 
of the ſame Chapter,) who at the giving of the 
Law upon Mount Sinai, ſhook the Earth with his 
Voice: (chap, xii, of the ſame Book, ver. 26.) even 
he himſelf directly opened the ſaving Myſteries of 
Heaven. And what he thus preached was after- 
ward propagated, and (more ways than one) con- 
— by a conſiderable Number of his own con- 
ſtant Hearers ; God alſo bearing them Witneſs with 
innumerable Signs and Wonders, and with various 
Miracles and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. Here lies 
the Difference as laid down by the Apoſtle, 
And this makes that tolerably eaſy, which Bi- 

ſhop bite and others leave perplexed. 


of 

of SECT. V. 

Jo- Another Objection which does not relate to the 
by ten Commandments in general, but to the fourth in 
of particular, is, that of Dr. Heylin, Hiſt. Sabb. Part 
in I. c. 4. ſect. 3. [It's true that Ireneus (lib. 4. c. 33.) 
ay, tells us how God, the better to prepare us to eter- 
we nal Life, Decalogi verba per ſemetipſum omnibus ſimi- 
ord r locutus eſt: did by himſelf proclaim the Words 
the of the Decalogue to all alike: Which therefore is to 
ds: be in full Force among us; as having been rather 
Heb. 1 inlarged 
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inlarged than difſolved by our Saviour' O coming in 
the Fleſh. 

Which Words of FOR: muſt relate to that Part 
of the Commandment which indeed is moral: or elſe 
the fourth Commandment muſt not be reckon'd as 
Part or Member of the Decalogue. Becauſe it did 
receive no ſuch Inlargement, as did the reſt of the 
Commandments, by our Saviour's Preaching, (where- 
of ſee Mal. v, vi, vii.) but a Diſſolution rather by 
his Practice. To which I anſwer: 

1. The Falſhood of the Doctor's Pretenſion ag 
to our Saviour's Practice, was ſhewed in part be- 
fore, in my firſt Sermon; and will farther in my 


third; where alſo will be conſidered, what he'is ] 
the better, or the Sabbath the worſe, for our Sa. 
viour's Sermon in the 5th, 6th, and 7th CH th 
of St. Matthew, } 
2. The fourth Commandment received Inlargemie re 
enough by our Saviour's freeing this (as well a 
other Parts of the Decalogue) from the narrow ſuper: B 
ſtitious Gloſſes of the Phariſaical Party : preſenting 
us with a more honourable (as well as juſt) Idea a in 
the End and Uſe for which the Sabbath was given: WW th 
by improving the Decency, Fitneſs, and Propriety WF Ci 
of joyfully commemorating one Day in ſeven, n ſto 
his Reſurrection from the Kad on the firſt Day of 
the Week; and what he did farther, purſuant is! 
thereto; of which I ſhall have Occaſion to uw Pa; 
more, in its proper Place. ] 
3. That 2 fourth Commandmeni ( which God (E 
Almighty delivered as Part of one continue 1 
Speech;) is no Part of the Decalogue : Irenæus no the 


where affirms, and the Scripture never once ſo 
much as intimates. 
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SECT. VI. 


Another Fling at the Sabbath we have in Dr. 
Heylin's Hiſt. Sabbath. Part 1. c. 5. ſect. 3. 
[For of the Weekly Sabbath it is ſaid expreſly, Thou 
ſhalt do no manner of Work: as (on the other fide) of © 
the Paſſover, the Pentecoſt, the Feaſt of Trumpets and 
Tabernacles, that they (the People) ſhall do ne ſer- 
vile Work (therein ;) which being well examined, will 
be found the ſame in Senſe, though not in Sound.] 

Anſwer, This is not ſo eaſily proved. 

And this may be one Reaſon why the Doctor 
chuſes rather to put that Examination upon other 
People, than to take it upon himſelf. 

But (ſays he) on the Day of Expiation, they were 
to do no Work at all. So that, in this reſpect, the 
Weekly Sabbath, and the Day of Expiation, were di- 
rely equal, according to the very Letter. | . 

In anſwering this, I ſhall anſwer great Part of hi 
Book, To this therefore I anſwer : | 

1. Suppoſe them equal, in one reſpect, accord 
ing to the very Letter : This is far enough from 
ſhewing what they were in others; or whether (all 
Circumſtances conſidered) the Day of Expiation 
ſtood on an equal Foot with the Sabbath. | 

2, The Sabbath (as we have it in the Decalogue) 
is ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed from all other poſitive 
Parts of the Jewiſb Religion, 1 2 

By the uncommon Bottom upon which it ſtands, 
(Exod. xx. 11.) | 

By the Sanction of this Part of the Law, and 


the ſingular Emphaſis that's laid upon it. (Exod. 
xxxi. 14, 15.) | 


* 


L 2 By 
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By the particular Figure which it makes in the 
Writings of Moſes — the Ev" : (Of which 
more anon :) And=— 

Buy the conſiderable good or bad Influence upon 

Life, which the duly keeping or not keeping of it 
uſed to have: Without RY ch. forty things in Scrip- 

. ture can have no tolerable Account given of them. 

5 This makes it the leſs Wonder, that (during the 

14 Travels of the Jews through the Wildernefs, to the 

"Wi Land of Canaan ;) the Obſervation of the Sabbatj 

1065 was ſtill kept up, while other poſitive Parts of thei 

"48 Law were laid aſide. 

. During this Type of our Travel through thi 

1 World, to the promiſed Reſt; the keeping of that 

1 Part of the Decals gue, was ſtrictly inſiſted on: as is 

15% plain by the Sabbarh-bretkeiy Cafe, Numb. xv. Of 

1 which more hereafter. | | 

7 l| | Nor is there any thing either in the Circumſtance: 
| which the Zews were then under, or in the Hiſtory | 

0 j i which Moſes gives us of that their 40 Years Travel; | 

14 which makes it ſo much as probable, that (during 

[if this Space) the weekly Reſt was not conſtantly ob 

Ml ſerved, 
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Wh It will be Time now to return back to that which 

gh | occaſion*d theſe Digreſſions; the Solemnity where: 
with the Decalcgue (and the fourth Commandment a. 
mong the reſt, ) was delivered: Which the Rewer 
will now recollect with Advantage. 

And here I appeal to any conſiderate puh 
Man, Whether it is likely that the Great God 
would thus diftinguiſh the fourth Commandment, 2 

bove the Ceremomal Laws given afterward by M. 
IN: 6) es: If the Obſervation of the Sabbath was as incon- 
bu ſiderable 


kinky 


ry * O-.. 
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ſiderable as it is repreſented by ſome People? 
Schemes. Ip 5 

However, their Miſtake would be more excuſa- 
ble, if what the Scripture ſays elſe where of that 
ſacred Reſt, was not ſuitable to what Moſes repre- 
ſents it here. To name ſome few Examples, in- 
[ thou turn away thy foot from (tranſgreſſing 
on) the ſabbath, from doing thy pleaſure on my boly 
day, and ſhalt call the ſabbath a delight, the boly of 
the Lord, honourable, and ſhalt honour him, not do. 
ing thy own ways, nor finding 7 own pleaſure, nor 
ſpeaking thy own wordt: Then ſhalt thou delight thy 
felf in the Lord, &c. Iſai. Iviii. 13, 14.] 

To avoid fo plain an Evidence, ſome will have 
the Sabbath here ſpoken of, to be meant [not of 
the weekly ſeventh Day's Reſt, which makes fuch a 
Figure under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, ] but of a 
ſpiritual continaal Reſt from Sin. To which I an- 
[Wer 1 —— | | 

1, From the plain Connexion between theſe two 
Verſes, and what follows in the f Verſe, [and 
he ſhall cauſe thee to ride (in Triumph) on the high 
places of the earth, and ſhall feed thee with the (glo- 
rious promifed) Heritage of Jacob thy father ;- for 
the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it,] it is very clear 
that the whole Paſſage relates to the Jewiſb Dif- 
penſation. | | 

[My holy day] whether we look to Reaſon, or 
what's obſervable in Scripture ; naturally denotes 
ſome particular Day. What Day the Text tells 
us, where *tis called [the Sabbatb:] Which (accor- 
ding to the Uſage of Scripture, and the common 
way of fpeaking, ) ſignifies the Weekly ſeventh Day's 
Reſt, Thus then I argue: 


We 
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We ought not to depart from the plain, com- 
mon 3 Senſe of Words, without a vilible 
Neceſſity for it. 

But there's no ſuch Occaſion here. Therefore it 
ought not to be done. 

Nor does it follow, that beegtiſe People were 
forbidden to indulge corrupt Nature on the Sab. 
bath, therefore they were allowed to do it on all 
other Days of the Week : unleſs it could be proved, 


that there are not other Laws enough which take 


care of that Matter, or that there's any Abſurdity 
in the additional Guard which the Sabbath W to 

Vertue and Goodneſs. 

3. In the former Part of the 14th Verſe, the re- 
ligious Obſervation of this Sabbath, hath annex'd to 
it the Promiſe of that Delight in God, which is ins 
Life and Soul of all Religion. 

And (in the following Part of the ſame Verſe; ) 
the earthly temporal Promiſes were Types and 
Pledges to good eople, of a nobler Triumph; and 
a better (that is, a Heavenly) Country: 2 
generally agreed, and is plainly hinted by St. Paul, 
in the 117% Chapter of his Epiſtle to the 22 
brews. 

Another Inſtance of the like Nature we have 
in the ſame Prophet, chap. lvi. ver. 2, 3, 1% 
6, and 7. 

[ Bleſſed is the man that doth this, and the ſon of map 
that layeth bold on it: that keepeth the ſabbath from 
polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil, 
(Who joins the religious Obſervation of this ſacred 
, Reſt, with a pure unſpotted Life.) Neither let tht 
en of the ſtranger, that hath joined himfelf to the 
Lord, ſpeak, ſaying,” The Lord ith utterly ſeparated 
me from his people: neither let the eunuch ſay, Bebold, 
I am a ary tree, For thus ſaith the Lord to the eu- 
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vuchs (+) that keep my ſabbaths, and chooſe the things 


which pleaſe me, and take bold of my covenant : even to. 
them il I give in my houſe, and within my walls, a 
place and a name better than of ſons and daughters. 
Alſo the: ſons of the ſtranger who join themſelves to the 
Lord, to ſerve him, and to love the name of the Lord, 
- be bis ſervants ; every one who (out of this honeſt 
ligious Principle) &eeperh the ſabbath from polluting 
it SY taketh” hold of my covenant : even them will 1 
bring to my holy . and make them joyful in 
my houſe of prayer. 8 my houſe ſhall be — 4 
bouſe of prayer for al, people.] | 

To theſe Examples give me Leave to add ano- 
ther in the gth Chapter of the Prophet Nebemiab, 
where we meet with an humble thankful Acknow- 
ledgment of God's great Goodneſs and Condeſcen- 
ſion to the Jeus, in coming down (from Heaven,) 
and ſpeaking to them, and giving them a Body of 
excellent Laws, and making known to them his 
holy Sabbath in particular, ver. 13, 14. where the 
Scripture ſpeaks of the Sabbath as given on Mount 
Sinai. 

This ſeems plain from the very Words. 

[Thou cameſt down alſo upon mount Sinai, and ſpa- 
keſt with them from heaven, (the lower Region of 
the Air) and gaveſt them right judgments, &c. and 
madeſt known unto them thy holy Sabbath.) | 

That Moſes (by God's Order) had given them a 
Preliminary Revelation of that Reſt before, as the 
Sabbath of the haly Sabbath to the Lord ; we find 
by Exod. 16. 

But the Revelation of the Sabbath, as included 
in thoſe Articles which are called emphatically The 

COE. 


(+) Who in Dent. xxiii. are forbidden? to enter into the Con- 
gregation. 
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COVENANT, 3 alſo preſents us with another, 
and that a nobler Edition of it ] was given on 


mount Sinai by God himſelf : And (as thus made 
known by him) is placed by it ſelf ; and not amo we 


thoſe Ceremonial Laws and Rules which he 


terward by the Miniſtry of Moſes, which 
other Title than that of Precepts, Statutes, and 
Laws. For fo the Words run. 

[Thou cameſt alſo down upon mount Sinai, and ſos 
keſt with them from heaven , and gaveſt them right 
judgments and true laws, good ſtatutes and command. 
ments: and madeſt known unto them thy holy ſabbath; 
and commandoſt them precepts, ſtatutes, = laws, by 
the hand of Moſes thy ſervant.) 

And here I cannot but take Notice, that (upon 
ſo ſolemn and extraordinary an Occaſion, of which 


you will ſee enough in ver. 1, 2, 33, 34, 35» 36, 


37, 38. of the ſame Chapter) the only Particular 
which is named, is the Sabbath, 

But that this, and none but this, ſhould be fin 
led out in the Declaration made ver. 13, 14. 1 
= had been equally unſeaſonable and improper, 
if the Law of the Sabbath (as given on Mount Si- 
nai) had been as light a dimer; and as fit to be 
made bold with, as it hath ſince been repreſented 

ſome People, 

Either therefore their Notion of this ſacred Reſt, 
is not true: Or we muſt charge upon an inſpired 
Very what is inconſiſtent with his Character. 

And when once *tis come to this ; it will not be 
very difficult to determine on which Side the Scale 
muſt turn. 

Another Inſtance to the ſame Purpoſe, we — 
in the ſame Prophet zealouſly ſet upon reforming 
his Countrymen, who had Faults enough. Bur he 
particularly ſignalizes his Zeal in two Points; Ido- 
latry and _ _ What 
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What he ſays of the latter, is im his 13/6 Chap- 
ter. ¶ In thoſe days ſaw 1 in Fudab, ſome treading 
wine preſſes on 2 arb, and bri in 
and lading afſes : a olfs wine, gr and figs and 
all (manner of ) bardens which 555 brought into Je- 
ruſalem on'tht ſabbath-day: And T teſfiſed againſt them 
in the day whertin' they fold vietaals, To here dwelt 
men of Tyre alſo therein, who brought fiſh (which wilt 
not keep, ) and all manner of ware, and ſold on the 
fabbath' unto the children of Judab, and in Jeruſalem. 
Then' I conterided with the nobles of Fudab,- (who en- 
couraged ſuch Doings,) and ſaid unto them,” What 
evil thing is this that ye do, and profane the 
—— Did not yon fathers "thus; and did not our God 
all this evil (the Ruin and Havock made with 
che ch. and State, by the 70 Years 7 2 
on is, and upon this city (in particular?) yet *. 
more wrarh up ue, by profuning the ſabbath; A 
it camꝰ to paſs; that when the gates of Jeruſalem began 
to be dark bifore the ſabbath, I commimded that the 
gates ſhbald be Hut; and charged that they ſbould not 
be opened fill after the ſubbath. And of my. ſervants 
I jet at tb gates,” that there ſhould no burden be 
brought in on tb ſabbath-diy. So the merchants, and 
the ſellers of all kinds of Ware, lodgeu wit bout Ferufa- | 
lem oncr or tile: Then 7 teftiftd ag inſt them," and 
ſaid unto them, Why lodge ye before 555 wall? 'F 
4 (ſo) again, T with 10 ants on yen. "From that tim 
forth they came 16 (more) on the" ſabbath. And I 
commanded the Levites, tbut (by y way of Preparation) 
they ſpould cleune themſelves that they ſhould 
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come and keep” the' gates, to ſanify\thr ſabbark-dohg 
Remember me; 2 m/ God, (concerning) this aiſo (which 
have done Re chy Honour, che Intereſt of Religi- 
on, and te Petite — Order of Civil Society's) and 


ſpare 
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ſpare me according to the greatneſs of thy mercy, ver. 
15, to ver. 23.] 231 xk}... a 

Give me Leave to add once Inſtance more. Tis 

in the 171b Chapter of the Prophet Jeremiabz. 
[Then ſaid the Lord unto me, Go and ſtand in the 

gate of the children of the people, whereby the Kings 
of Judah come, in, and by which they go out, and in 

all the gates of Jeruſalem ; and ſay unto them, Hear 
ye the word of the Lord, ye Kings of Judah, and all 

Fudah, and all the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, that en- 
ter in by theſe gates, Thus ſaith the Lord, Take bend 

to your ſelves, and bear no burden on the ſabbath-day, 

nor bring it in by the gates of Jeruſalem, Neither car- 

ry forth a burden out of your houſes on the ſabbath- 

day, neither do ye any work (thereon, ) but hallow 

the ſabbath-day, as I commanded your Fathers. (But 

there's no perſuading of Pride and Obſtinacy : For 
ſo it follows.) But they obeyed not, nor inclined their 

ear, but made their neck ſtiff, that they might not bear, 


J 
. 
t 


nor receive inſtruction. (And what then? Was the & 
Prophet to be ſilent? No. He does his Duty, as li 
every honeſt Man will, in ſuch a Caſe : And leayes A 


the End of Things to God.) And it ſhall come to W 
paſs, if ye diligently hearken to me, ſaith the Lord, lo the 
bring in no burden through the Gates of this city on | 
the ſabbath-day, but hallow the ſabbath-day, to do no 
work therein : Then ſhall there enter into the gates of 
this city, kings and princes fitting upon the throne of 
David, riding in chariots, and on horſes, they and 
their princes, the men of Judah, and the inhabitants 
of FJeruſalem; and this city ſhall remain for ever. And 
| they ſhall come from the cities of Fudah, and from the 
places about Jeruſalem, and from the land of Benjamin, 
and from the plain, and from the mountains, and from 
_ the ſouth, bringing burnt-offerings, and ſacrifices, and 
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meat-offerings, and incenſe, and bringing ſacrifices of © 

praiſe (for mercies and bleſſings received) unto the 

houſe of the Lord. But if ye will not hearken to me, 

to halloto the  ſabbath-day, and (particularly) not to 

bear a burden (thereon,) even entring in at the gates 

of Jeruſalem on the ſabbatb-day: then will I kindle a 

fire in the gates thereof, and it ſhall devour the palaces 

of Feruſalem,' and it ſhall not be quenched, ver. 19, to 
| the End of the Chapter. ]- 5 

The ſober intelligent Reader will ſave me the 
Trouble of making any farther Remarks upon this. 


S ECT. VII. 


And having thus far paved the way, it will be 
Time now to advance directly to the fourth Com- 
mandment, as we have it in my Text: [Remember 
the ſabbatb- day, 10 keep it boly, &c.] N | 

Where two Obſervations naturally ariſe : That 
corrupt Nature is ſtrangely prone to forget the re- 
ligious Obſervation of this Law : And, That God 
Almighty thought it worth the while, (in a ſingular 
Way) to refreſh People's Memories, and awaken 
their Attention, in this Point. TR FEE 

The former Obſervation our Antagoniſts are ve- 
ry ready to catch at, and to make their utmoſt of. 

The other, they leave us to make. 

And *tis well, that we have Scripture enough to 
ſupport us in it. 

ive me Leave to add: That if we think more 
honourably of this Law than ſome are willing to 
allow, we think no more than ſuits beſt with the 
Place which God Almighty hath been pleaſed to 
fix it in; I mean, among thoſe few choice Laws 
which more nearly relate to the common Intereſt of 
Religion, and the Good of Civil Society : and were 
M 2 not 
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not only infpired into the Mind of Mqſes their 
3 and ritten in the Hearts of good People, 
by the Spirit af God; but were twice graven in 
Stone by the Great God himſelf (&), and as often 
delivered by him to Moſes, after he had faſted 40 
Days by way of Preparation; .whate Face, (on this 
Occaſion) ſhined with ſuch Heavenly Majeſty, as 
ſtruck a Terror on the Reaple, and even upon 
Aaron himſelf ; and withal ſhewed that he had been 
with God, and received-theſe Laws from him. 

. This was a farther Teſtimonial of the Regard 
which is due to that ſacred Body of Rules and Pre- 
cepts. A farther Confirmation whereof we have in 
this, that the Decalogue, (together with the Manna, 
and Aaron's Rod which budded, both remarkable 
enough in their way ;) were afterward, by God's 
ſpecial Order, laid up in the Ark of the Covenant, 
which was covered within and without with pure 
Gold, on which was a golden Crown, and the 
Mercy-ſeat cover'd alſo with pure Gold, and over- 
ſhadow'd with the golden Cherubims between whom 
ſat (in Glory) the ſupreme Guardian, the only true 
Oracle, the Great God of Heaven and Earth. Exod, 
xxiv. 18. ch. xxxi. v. 18. ch. XXxiv. v. 28. Deut. ix, 
v. 10, II, 18. ch. x. v. 4. Exod. xxxiv. v. 29, 30, 
Deu l. x. 4, 5. Heb. ix. 4. Exodi xxxvii. 1, 2, 6, 9, 
8, 9. Numb. vii. 89. compared with Fſal. xxx. 7. 

No Compariſons can make all this any other than 
very extraordinary in its Way. e 

The Honour hereby done to the Ten Command. 
ments, would ſurvive that outward Pomp and _— 


{#) This Graving (not by a. Mortal. Man, as Foſhpq was) but 
þy the Hand of the Eternal God, Moſes records go leſs than Nig 
Times, with a Varicty of Circum ances, to make it $1 | 
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and make the Laws fo diſtinguiſh d by God, the 
more reſpected by wiſe and good People. 

And this makes it the leſs Wonder, that (after 
gur Saviour, by his Death, had aboliſhed what was 
urely Jewiſb, and was fitted only for the Maſaict 
iſpenſatien ;) we read: of no new Law or Com- 
mand in relation to the Time for publick Worſhip. 

But God Almighty having ſet before us a prior 
Rule in my Text: furniſhed us with Underſtanding, 
in order to judge whether it is reaſonable, decent, 
and fit to be followed; and how far: Cloathed 
that Rule wich ſuch Circumſtances, as naturally tend 
to awaken in us a more than ordinary Regard there- 
to: and inforced it with a Motive which (if there's 
any thing in it,) relates to us, as well as to the Fews 3 
and (if there's nothing in it) was improperly urged 
upon them: and having added Laws enough with 
relation to Peace, and Order, and Submiſſion to 
thoſe under whoſe Government we live: God (1 
ſay) having thus far led us by the Hand himſelf; 
nathing farther was wanting for the Goſpel to do, 
than what it hath done: | Particularly, in ſetting be- 
fore us the Example ( firſt ) of our Saviour, then 
of his Apoſtles, and of the Church in their Time; 
and giving us ſuch a Character of all Three, as 
NY tends to raiſe a ſuitable Veneration for 
And this wauld naturally lead me to confider 
how the Caſe ſtands as ta the Lord's Day. 

But before I advance ſo far: I have more Rub- 
biſh to remove, and ſome Things to add, which 
will make the Tranfition more ſmoath and eaſy. 


Firſt then, By way of Abatement to my Text, it 


is obſerved, that.in the Account which Moſes gives 

of the fourth Commandment, Deut. v. this famous 

Clauſe [For in fix days, &c. ] is intirely left out 8 
an 
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and this other [And remember that thou waſt a ſer- 
ant in the land of Egypt, &c.] is put into its room. 
'To which I anſwer : 

1. By granting that this is once done, viz. in the 
Chapter now quoted. 

But withal it is as true: That this latter Claiiſe 
[and remember that thou waſt a ſervant, &c.) is omit- 
ted no leſs than four times, and the other [for in 
fix days, &c.] as often ſupplies its Place: In God's 
own moſt ſolemn Delivery of the Decalogue upon 
Mount Sinai; in his writing of thoſe Laws upon 
the Tables of the Covenant ; in his Renewal of miſe 
Writing; and in the g1/ of Exodus, 

2. Theſe Words __ remember that thou waſh a 
ſervant, &c.] as apply'd more particularly to the 
fourth Commandment, than to the other nine; were 
not tacked to that Part of the Decalogue, till about 
40 Years after the ſettling of the Covenant between 
God and the Jews: till after the Ceremonial Ser- 
vice of the Tabernacle (a Peculiar of that People) 
came in Uſe: till (through their Hardhearted- 
neſs) there was only too much Occaſion to re- 
freſh their Memories with the Deliverance out of 
Egypt; to contrive ſome way to make it taken 
more than ordinary Notice of, and tranſmit it (way 
this View) to After-Ages 

Moſes then (and not till then, ) gives them a new 
Edition of the Sabbath, ſuch as was particularly fit- 
ted for the Jewiſo State : Setting this Clauſe by it 
ſelf, at the End of the fourth Commandment, [and 
remember that thou waſt a ſervant in the land of Eg yt; 
and that the Lord thy God brought thee out thence, 
through a mighty — and by an oulſtretcbed arm. 


Therefore the Lord thy God commanded thee to keep the 
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3. That 
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3. That Edition of the Sabbath which hath this 
laſt mentioned Clauſe, was never put into the Ark 
(the Repoſitory of the chief Articles of the Cove- 
| nant 3) but only in the Side of it, by the Order of 
| Moſes, Deut. xxxi. 26. | | 
4. After Moſes had given the Jews that Edition 
of the Sabbath, which we have Deut. v. the follow- 
ing Clauſe ¶ for in fix days, 8&c.] ſtill kept its Place 
among thoſe few choice. Articles of the Covenant 
which were moſt ſolemnly publiſhed, written, and 
delivered by God himſelf. and (by his own expreſs 
Order) laid up in that Ark of the Covenant which 
was honoured with, his own divine Preſence : And 
a ſuitable Regard is had to it afterward in Scrip- 
ture. See Job. iii. 3, 4. to the End of the Chap- 
ter, chap. vii. ver. 6, 7, 8, 9. (compared with Numb. 
XXxii. 20, 21, 27, 29, 32.) Judg. XX. 27, 28. Joſh. 
iv. 7. 1 Sam. iv. v. 3, 6, 6, 7, 18, 21, 22. ch. ii. to the 
End: cb. v. v. 1. to the End of the Chapter: ch. vi. 
v. 1. to v. 21. 2 Sam. vi. v. 2. to v. 16. ch. xi. v. 
11. ch. xv. v.25. 1 Kings ii. 26. 1 Chron, xiii. v. 6, 
7, 8, 9, 10, 14. chap. xv. ver. 1. to v. 29. chap. xvi. 
throughout: ch. xvii. v. 1. 2 Chron. vi. 41. cb. 8. v. 
11. Pſalm xxviii. 2. Pſal. cxxxii. 8. Numb. x. v. 33, 
35, 36. Heb. ix. 4. Rev. xi. 19. not to mention o- 
ther Places. o ES 
5. Though this Paſſage (for in ſix days, &c.) is 
not mentioned, Deut. v. the ſeventh Day (there, as 
well as in my Text, ) is called the Sabbath of the 
Lord their God. | A | 
And if we compare this with the Introduction to 
the Decalogue, in the ſame 5th of Deut. ver. 2, 3, 4,5. 
it directly leads us to the Place where, the Time 
when, and the Occaſion upon which this Title was 
moſt ſolemnly given it by God himſelf. And (which 
is remarkable, ) at the End of that Clauſe, [and re- 


member 
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member that' thou waſf & ſefvant; &c. v. 15.7 it isnot 
faid! (therefore te Eord thy God commundeth, ) bur 
* ore the Lord thy Go commanded ther to 

bath-day,) which Jeads us Back to che Tin 
| wo Place in the Introduction, 24 fupra; aud to 
2 the Almighty commanded before, upon Mount | 

nat. 

But in the whole Hiſtory of whit the Alright 
faid' and did before, with relation to the Sabbath; 
the Motive laſt mentioned, ib where tack'd ti 
the fourth Contmantment it particular: nor is' Fi 
Deliverance out of Egypt, repreſtnted ds hi 
any more to do with this, than with any other P 
of the Deralogue. 

And if! (nevertheleſs) we muſt believe” hat 1 
have been meant before, which we do not find: rg 
have been before expteſſed: it will be the leſs diff 
cult to perſuade our ſelves that more is intended, 
Blut. 5. than is expreſſtd; and that theſe Words 
b. 1'5. (and remember that tout waſt a' ſervant, 2 
are not deſigned as the full of what was then to 
ſaid for the Obſervation of the Sabbath, (whic 
would make the Scripture nor very confiſtent' wi 
it ſelf, nor would it ſit ſo well with wholly refer: 
ring them to what paſſe before: ) but wy 48.4 
farther additional Inforcement to this Fart of che 
Deralogue. 

And'this Interpretation L like the better, beraiiſe 
it ſuits beſt (not only with the Time and ciel 
ſtances wherein this Clauſe was inſerted, which Fo 
ed rather for ſtretigthefirig; than for weakknin 
Ties of Duty ;) ut with the Method which" 
5 throughout that Book Whervof rhis Cline i 
a Part. 
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Ic 4 is ; pretend by ſome, that the Sabbath Was 
only a Sign between God and the Jews; and On 
ſequently a Peculiar of that People. 

But had it been n ber d match. of © Jew 
iþ Peculiar as fome would have: the Reaſon given 
tor its being a Sign between God and that People, 
had deen Fairable thereto. But in the only I ext 
which tells us why the Sabbath was a Sign between 
God and the Jets, the only Reaſon given, is; {for 
in fix days the Lord made heaven and earth: and on 
the PROSE Aa ay * refted and was refreſhed, Exod, 

_ ou mind the Connexion, of this 
with mow re; it will appear that the Sab- 
bath is — this Light, v. 13. of that Chapter, 
to v. 18. and that it is thus conſidered, when the Vi- 
olation thereof is threatned with Death (as it is chere) 
no leſs than thrice, in —— of two ——— 
Which is more than can be ſaid of any | 
tive Inſtitution ; ar even of the Sabbath hen when 
under any other Viex. 

But why was the Sabbath ſo ſtrictly 
a Memorial of God's ſeventh Day's Re — che 
Work of Creation, and (by — ) of the 
Creation it ſelf ? 

The Reaſon is; becauſe the Violation of that ſa- 
red Reſt, (thus conſidered,) was an Affront to 
od as Creator. It was, in Effect, denying him 
o be the great Author of all Things, the Father of 
he Univerſe, whoſe Off- ſpring we are. | 
And how much depends upon owning: him as 
ſuch ; no body who knows ang thing of Nele, 
an be ignorant. 

But if the Caſe be ſo: How comes it that, we 
ho worſhip this Creator, * own our ſelves 12 
«i 
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ject to his Laws; don't obſerve the ſame ſeventj 
Day Sabbath, on the ſame Account. as the Few; 
were obliged to do-?ꝰ 97910 8 Y 

I anſwer: Becauſe the ſame Creator who. preſſed 
that Ceremonial Ordinance ſo ſeverely upon them, 
hath diſannulled its binding Power, and given the 
Chriſtian Church a Liberty. co _ 11h: thenaſelves 
from the Jews in this Pont. alofſ. ii. 1 4, 15; 
16. with Dr. Whitb ys Notes: Wich — is added 


upon it by Biſho op Whit, in his moſt elaborate Tre V 
th of of the abba Day. Printed 1035. p. 163, 166, one 
c. — by Dr. Wallis, in his Dalat 'of- mw Chri- BY tho 
ftian Sabbath, Part 1. Edit. 2. 1693; > 55. 56 95 37. bring 
Part 2. Printed 1694. p. 100, 101, 25 turn 
Nov the Caſe being thus far Aaken by es mho muc 
is juſtly ſtiled both the Maker and Saviour of the = 
World there was the leſs Difficulty left for ſettling ri 
of the Chriſtian Sabbath, and we have the more Rev I all tt 
ſon to be eaſy in relation to what hath. ſince been 
done that way. For though no Authority can dif 
ſolve the eternal Reaſon of Things: Whatever hath 
any other Bottom, may (as all agree, ) be ſet aſide I T! 


by the fame Authority by which 1 It was n, Good 
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The od Sabbath having enough 1 to diſtinguik appo! 
it by, beſides mere Forms and ritual Injundions:W A 

*tis not very material, if (as Dr. Heylin inſulting 
obſerves, Hiſt. Sabb. Part 1. c. 5. ſect. 3.) it had 
not the Advantage ovet other Sabbaths, with Re 
gard to theſe; or if one Ceremony or other may 
be found, wherein the Service of the latter had 1 
ther the Preheminence above that of the former 
For Example, conſidering the much more frequent 


Returns of the weekly Reſt, than of the other Sb 
| 0 baths; 


| 


| 
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taths ; the prodigious Expence (as well as Trouble) 
which 1t muſt — occaſioned, if each Return of 
the Weekly Reſt had been diſtinguiſhed from the 
other Sabbaths, by the Number and Quality of its 
Gacrifices z and how needleſs it was (on the fore- 
mentioned Account) that there ſhould be any ſuch 
Diſtinction: The ſeventh Days Reſt was not the 
eſs valuable for it; if a wiſe and good God was 
pleaſed to _ der all _ and to n N 
accordingly. ' | 
Without any Damage; or- Diſcredit, i in | the Caſe: 8 
one Return of this or that annual Sabbatb, or of 
thoſe Sabbaths which came more ſeldom, might 
bring more Sacrifices along with it, than one Re- 
turn of the Weekly Sabbath : Eſpecially when the 
much more frequent Return of this latter, than of 
e reſt; made it, that (in this Reſpect) more 
rifices belonged to the Weekly Sabbath, um to. 
all the other Sabbaths put en 
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The Miracles of God's Wiſdom, Power, Juſtice, 
Goodneſs, and Truth, which the Jews had lately 
ſeen, in their Deliverance out of Egypt; would: 
(for ſome Time) anſwer the End for which the pub- 
lick Worſhip and Service of the Weekly Sabbath man 
appointed. 

And this makes it the leſs Wonder, chic aſter 
the ſolemn Delivery of the Decalogue, which was a 
farther additional Help 3) God did not preſently 
ſet up that Ritual Form of publick Worſhip which 
was not deſigned as a Pattern for others, or to laſt 
to the End of Time; but was calculated for that 
State of Things, and purely and only for the yu" 

N 2 an 
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and (in the mean time) — rv 
People vi ont the ef Thar Ws 


T. XII. 


e Con ment expreſs Mention i 
made of che /eventh Day to be as boly, but 
none of the ſeventh Day of the Week. Nor did 
the Almighty think it worth the while, to,prevent 
the —— (in point of — 5 — from the 
tive Rule, Gen. ii. which w ay og 
All which paved the Way farther for the "Clrifin 
Sabbath, whos ( — we ſtill obſerve one Day 
in ſeven, and the ſeventh from the firſt of Labour: 
the /eventh Day of the Week is dropp*d. And thi 
gives ſome farther Light into that Tranſition from 
the Jewiſb to the Chriſtian Reſt, which is the Sub- 
ject of ſo much cutions ry. 0 


SECT. XIII. 


When the ſeventh Da y Service of che wa 
from which that of our Sabbath is, in g — 
ſure. copied ; was firſt ſet up: — Qceafion 
nicely to inquire. 

- That the weekly reading of the Law on the Sa 
hath was long before our Saviour's Time, is plain 
enough from thoſe Words, Adds xv, 21, 

For Moſes of old Hime, (es n «qxmwr, from the 
— 2 —— = every city them thai 
preach bim ; read in the ſynagogues every ſab- 
vans th ng ſynagogues euery jo 

And if we may believe Dr. Heylin, this — — 
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the very giving of the Law it hg w lone. coun- 


tenance for. 


The 
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The Lam (ſays he) bad firſt been on a Sab- 

bath - Day: 2 —ü— —ä—— — 
IT Hiſt, york art 1. c. 7. ſect. 10. 


To which be might have added, that the Spule 
of God paved the Way farther for this, when he not 


835 ordered that weekly Feſtival of the Lord to 


proclaimed as a holy Convocation-Day, but 
To it (as ſuch) before the other Sabbaths : L. 


vit. xxiü. and 2 Chron. vill. 13. 


<a this * 1 — by the Concern 
which an inſpired riter expreſſes for burning 
all the Synagogues of God in the Land: P/al. — 
8. On which ſee Biſhop Beveridg“s Notes, in a little 
Tract of his upon the great Neceſſity and Advantage 
of ow Og &c. the 6th Edition. n 
1724. P. 1 
All chis (aid together, fippaſen the S nagogue 
ger vice (whenever i began, ) to be very decent and 
proper. And if it was inſtituted as ſoon as God 
Almigh 7 gave Occaſion thereto : the Inſtitution 
more early than ſome People are willing 


to allow. 

But of this ſee more in Dr. Fenkins's Reaſonable- 
neſs and Certainty of the Chriſtian Religion, Vol. 1. 
Ed. 5. 1721. p. 173, Cc. 

One Word now with Dr. Heylin, who (in his Hiſt. 
Sabb, Part 1. c. 7. ſect. 10.) tells us, that Moſes 
ordered that the Law ſhould be publickly read to the 
People, - only on the Feaſt of Tabernacles : which (ſays 
he) had — needleſs, or ſomething worſe; if be bad 
before provided that it ſbould be read to them every 
dabbath- Day. Hiſt. Sabb. Part 1. c. 7. ſect 10. c. 6, 
ſect. 4. To which I anſwer: 
1. By denying that Moſes ordered the publick 


reading of che Law, anne of Ta- 


ber Nes. 
2, The 
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2. The thing deereed, Deut. xxxi. 9, 10, 1 1. had 
not been made needleſs, or ſomething worſe, if. Moſes 


had provided before that the People ſhould have 


the Law publickly read to them every Sabbath-Day ; 


as will appear if we conſider the Weakneſs of hu- | 


man Nature: How apt People are to be more af- 
fected with Things rare, than with what is com- 
mon ; and with that which is delivered with more 
Solemnity, and in a greater Concourſe of People, 
than with that which hath none of theſe pompous 
Commendations : How dull and flow the Jes were 


toward what is good; and the more than ordinary 


Occaſion which this gave for the Uſe of various 
Ways and Means, in order to inſtill into them a 


Senſe of Duty. d' 


3. The Doctor can be very well content that ſe- 
veral other Holy Days ſhould be obſerved under 
the Goſpel, together with the Chriſtian Sabbath: and 
would count it next to Murder; that the publick 
Reading both: of Law and Goſpel, on the latter, 
ſnhould ſet aſide the ſame thing, on the former, as 
needleſs or ſomething worſe. 4 * = 

Now methinks, he who can be ſo gracious un- 
der the Goſpel ; might let it paſs withour any Crime 
or Abſurdity, if Matters were ſo ordered under the 
Law (either by Moſes, or ſomebody elſe — 


as that the publick weekly Reading of the ſacred 


Records on the Sabbath, ſhould not exclude the 
more than ordinary ſolemn doing of it once in ſe- 
ven Years. Te 204k 

4. That God Almighty intended to confine the 
7ews abſolutely, at all Times, and in all Circum- 
ſtances, to the Scantling given Deut. xxxi. and Le- 
vit. xxiii. 35, 36. without any Regard to the Incon- 


veniences which might come of it: does not ſuit . 


with the Account which Moſes elſewhere gives of 
n ein Ss vx: 48 , | bus 
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his Goodneſs, or with the Hiſtory of what paſſed in 


After-Ages. 
Nor is it ſtrange, that when God himſelf had ſo 
far altered the Caſe, as (by his Providence) to make 
the confining of themſelves, ut ſupra, to be very 
inconyenient and unfit for the Circumſtances they 
were in; unſuitable unſerviceable to the End 
for which thoſe Punculio's were injoined : He 
ſhould conſider this, and make Allowance for it. 
And from hence it follows (not that the Church 
may do what it liſts, in Matters of this Kind; and 
arbitrarily make Innovations where there's no need 


of it:) but that God may do what he will with his 


own poſitive Inſtitutions ; and Man may ſafely fol- 
low, where God leads the Way. | 


SECT. UV... 
"Tis the Glory 4 — to temper ſtrict Right 


Itty 


with Mercy: To conſider our Frame, and yield 
to the Neceſſities © 
Greatneſs 3 there's ſomething Great, as well as 
Good, in this: Enough (one would think) to 
preſerve it from Scandal. But God Almighty had 
the ſame tender Regard to our Mortal State, when 
the Sabbath was made for Man: As hath been 
ſhewn. | 

And it would be unreaſonable to turn this to 
the Diſadvantage, which is for the Credit of that 
Sacred Reſt. this or that Inſtance, and in one 
Point which is not eſſential thereto, (its Ceremoni- 
al Rigour) the Sabbath gave place. 

Therefore in this or that Inſtance, the Sabbath 
(all that's involved in that Title,) was dallied 
with, juſtled, forced to yield, and layed by as an 
inferiour thing. Thus Dr. Heylin means, in _ 

art 


ature. If Goodneſs is true 
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Part of his Bock : er his meaning does hot fu 
with his Words. n 
But (with Submiſſion) this is no fair way of re- 
preſenting che Caſe. To ſpeak more according to 

ruth: Erbe Ceremony Rigour of the Sabbath 
did (in theſe Inftances 
Almighty did to our Nes zſities: Which is as ho- 
nourable, as being forced and dallied witch, is 
mean and ridiculous. *Tis honourable to follow, 
where God leads the way: Nor is the yielding, 
ſo much to Man, as it is to God. Nor does the 
Doctor make amends. for his being ſo free with 
the Sabbath, by telling us ſo often, and arguing 
ſtrongly for it; that (in Point of Morality) there 
is a Difference between the fonrth Commandment 


and the other ine, Inſtead of buſying his Brains 


ſo much about 'this, he ſhould have conſidered 
that (whatever Allowance God may make, out of 
Compaſſion to Human Nature; or out of what- 
ever. Motive he is pleaſed to do fo,” whoſe Mo. 
tives are always worthy of himſelf ) this does-not 
authorize Man to force and dally with his Holy 
Laws, of what kind ſoever : That Diſobedience to 


his Authority (let the ſubject Matter be what it 


will,) is Immoral : And that whoever preſumes 


to teach Men otherwiſe, ſhall hear of it another 


+ , 


Mh give way; as God 
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Remember the ſabbath-day, * Jed it boly: 4 701 

Six days ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy wort. 

But the ſeventh day is the ſabbath: of the Lord by 
God: in it thou halt not do any wort, thou, nor 
thy ſon, nor thy daughter, nor 1b man. ſer unt, 
nor th en nor thy cattle, nor "thy Aran 
ger that is within” thy gates, | 

For in. fix days the Lord made heaven end: earth; the 
ſea, and all that in them is, and reſted the ſeventh 
day: wherefore the Lord bleſſed the N 
ang Pallowed * 


D 11 E RE = kin Objeions in 
e Way, which I mall now examine ny 
Strength of. 

The reſt which depend upon chem, 
will fink of Courſe. The firſt I ſhall 
take Notice of, is, that what the He- 
brew Copies, at the Cloſe of my Text, call Haſbab. 
bath, the Sabbath-Day : the Septuagint calls rw ines 
ty 19K pw, the Day the ſeventh. To which I an- 


Wer: 1 


O0 1. The 
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| +, The Forte of this Objedtion depends n on 1 


Potitio Printipii, vis, That the Seppuagint (which is 
but a Tranſlation by unitiſpired Meh, and ſome- 
times x6, th free one ;) is more to be regarded in 


this Caſe, than the Hebrew Text. | 
2. In the 8 Verſe of that Chapter where my 
Text is, (according to both the Hebrem and the 
Septuagint) it is not 133 the ſeventh Day, ) 
but (Remember the ſabbath day, to 4 it holy.) An 
though the Septuagint (in the Concluſion) fays: 
(whefefore the Lord bleſſed the ſtvenib day, &t.) Tis 
plain from the ſame Verſion, that the Almighty 
did not bleſs and ſanctify the Day, uſe it was 
the /eventh ; but becauſe it was the Day, as 
the Heb}: (at the Cloſe of the Commandment) ex- 
preſly calls it. Tk OV 
3. With what View we muſt take the Septuagint, 
(wwherefore the Lord bleſſed the ſeventh day, &c.) the 
Hebrew ſhews ; when (in the Body of the Command- 
ment,) it expreſly-calls the ſeventh Day (the ſabbath 
of the Lord 1hy God.) 5 


4. In Deut. v. (at the Cloſe, as well as in the 


ront of the Commandment) both the Hebrew and 
the Septuagint diſtinguiſh the Day, by the Title of 
the Sabbaib- Day. 1244 | BS n 
And this is confirmed by the common Uſage of 
Scripture, which takes it under this Notion, and 
particularly where (as in my Text,) Honour is dont 
to the Day. I 3 1 Wy 
And now the Learned are left. to judge, whether 
the Hebrew, or the Septuagint Reading is more juſt. 
Tis ſufficient to my preſent Purpoſe, that the Fate 
ef the Sabbath does not depend upon the Determi- 


nation of this Point. 


Either Way that ſacred Reſt is ſafe, 
And 


(®) 
to be 
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And this makes me the leſs concern'd about that 

neſtion: ¶ Ibence it comes that our Church (in the 
laſt Sentence in my Text) follows the Hebrew in ber 
vulgar Bible, and the Copruagyine's in ber Communi- 
on- Officer! 

Only give me Leave to obſerve, that the On- 
munion-Office follows Son only the firſt of thoſe 
Engliſh Tranflations-of the _ which came out in 
King Henry the VIIPs Time, and (by publick Au- 
thority) was engaged in, finiſhed, — and al- 
— to be read by the People :] but the primitive 
Account given Gen. ii. 3. according 10 och 60 
Hebrew and the Septuagint : That as 3 1 
the Communion-QOſſice in this Point, was not thought 
ſo neceſſary or important: And that (for this and 
other Reaſons) it hath been judged more proper, 


not to make a Diſturbance in the: Caſe; but to let 
the Words ſtand as they do. 


| SEC To: 
It hath been objected, as from Zanchy (in 4tum 


Præceptum) out o Ireneus : Sepius multo Cbriſtum 
preftitiſſe opera charitatis (in Sabbato) quam in allis 
diebus : that Chriſt performed Acts of Charity much 
oftener on the Sabbath, than on other Days (*). 
And the Note (ſays Dr. Heylin) is good. 

Not that there was ſome urgent and extraordi- 
nary Neceſſity either for the Cures to be performed 
that Day, or the Man to periſh, For if we look 
into the Story of our Saviour's Actions, we find no 
ſuch Natter. 


O 2 © OO 


(*) Athanaſius De Semente ſuppoſes the moſt famous pf hom 
to be then done. 
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Tis true, that the Centurioms Son ( and Ps. 
ter's Mother-in-law, were even ſick to Death, And 
there might be ſome Reaſon in it, why he ſhould 


haſte unto their Cures on the Sabbath-day, 


But, on the other Side, ihe man that had the 
evithered hand, Mat. xiji. (it ſhould be, xii.) and the 


woman with her iſſue of blood (it ſhould be, who had 


4 ſpirit of infirmity) 18 years together, Luke xi. 
(tt), He that was troubled with the dropſy, Luke xiv. 
And the poor wretch who was afflicted with the pally, 


John v. (**). In none of theſe was found any ſuch 


eceſſity, but that the Cure might be reſpited to 
another Day 1 22 
tne Sabb. Part 1. c. 8. ſect, 6, To which Ian 
wer 8 | ies. 5.9 | 70 
1. If there was no preſent extreme * in 
relation to him who had the withered Hand; to 
the Woman who had a Spirit of Infirmity for 18 
Years, and was howed together, and could in no 


wiſe lift up her ſelf; to her who had the Iflue of 


Blood 12 Years, and had ſuffered much, and ſpent 
what ſhe had among Phyſicians, and (inſtead of 


growing better) was rather worſe ; to him who was 


troubled with the Dropſy ; or, to the poor para- 
lytick Wretch : From the Goſpel it ſelf it appears, 


that there was ſomething ſo moving, in the Cir- 
.Evmitances of each Caſe, as would have made it 


moe 


c T cannat find this of that Son. We are told it of the Cen · 


turion's Servant, Luke vii. But that he was healed on the $ab- 


bath, does not appear. | 5 
(+f) The Woman with the Iſſue of Blood, is Mark v. and 


Zule viii. But that ſhe was healed on the Sabbath, does not ap- 


r. . a 
709 I ſuppoſe the Doctor means Luke u. And though the Day 
when the Cure was done, is not named: He concluded (*tis-like- 
Iy) from v. 17. that it was the Sabbarh, Whether Juſtly or ng, 


the Reader is left to judge, 


e 


Sermon. 
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more difficult to account for, if a compaſſionate 
Saviour had put them off to another Time; than 
it is for giving them ſpeedy Relief. N 

2. There was no Law of God which made it 
neceſſary to reſpite theſe Cures to another Day. 
And the Jews themſelves allowed that a Prophet 
might do (and, for the ſame reaſon, order and 
2 ſuch Things on the Sabbath, as another 

ight not. 

Tis rather an Honour than any Diſcredit to 
the 2 to be ſingled out for ſuch Acts of 
Goodneſs as were themſelves the moſt moving 


4. As our Saviour deſigned ſhortly to aboliſh 


the Ceremonial Law, and to introduce a nobler 


and more perfect Inſtitution : It was very proper, 
to pave the Way for this, by croſſing the phariſai- 


cal Humour, and during People's regard more to 
things of weight. 


This was agreeable to Reaſon'; and was favou red 
by the Law it ſelf, as I ſhewed before, in the Caſe 


of the Decalogue, And the ſame thing is made til] 
more plain, by the Expoſition which the Prophets 


have given us of the ritings of Moſes. But *tis 


one thin 115 to do this; and 'tis another, to deſpiſe 


= vil 
ſoever. 


The one tends to the Honour of God, and the 
Intereſt of true Religion : The other, the contrary 


what God appoints, ' of what Kind 


Way. 


45. What he who is God as well as Man, and 


took Occaſion from his healing on the Sabbath, to 
diſcover himſelf as ſuch ; Jobn v. ver 10, to ver, 


24. hath taught us to conclude from his Practice 
on that Day, is, (not that it is Jawful to iy En the 
yeekly Reſt in bhe purſuit of our own wor! = 
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and Intereſts; much Jeſs to waſte it in Frolicks 
and Impertinence :) but that it is lawful to do 
well on the Sabbath-Days : That is, to diſtinguiſh 
our ſelves at ſuch times by that which tends to 
God's Glory, and the Good of our Neighbour, 
without minding the idle-headed Cavils of ſuperſti- 
tious People, any farther than to .confute them, 
Math. xi. ver. 12. And whoſe Example can we 
better follow ? "= 


S EC T. III. 


Another Objection is borrowed from thoſe fa- 
mous Words in Jaiab, ch. i. ver, 13, 14. (Bring 
no more vain-oblations, Incenſe is an abomination to 
me. "The new-moons,and ſabbaths, the calling of af- 
ſemblies, I cannat away with : it is iniquity, even the 
folemn meeting. Your new-moons and your ag point. 
et feaſts my ſoul hateth, They are a trouble to me: 
Jam weary to bear them.) To which I Anſwer — 


1. Forms and Ceremonies without true Piety, 


are but a Body without a Soul. Theſe the righ- 
teous Law of God ſtrictly joins together. And 
they who preſent the former to him, without the 
latter; murder the Service, and offer an Abomina- 
tion in his Sight. Thus it is, and ever Was, with 
all poſitive Inſtitutions. But this is no Reflection 
upon the Sabbath, but only on wicked People. 

2. By the Account which the Prophet gives of 
the Jetos and their ſpiritual Eſtate, in the 500 
and 6 Verſes of the ſame Chapter, they appear 
to have been in that Condition wherein 'tis natu- 


ral to abuſe and per vert the moral (as well as the 


poſitive) Part of Religion. 
But all the World owns that it would be ab- 
ſurd, to turn this to the Diſadvantage of wo 


ct 


- 
; 
4 
a 
2 
6 


particularly in this very Book of 7/aiab:) bur as 


SERMON III. 17. 
3. God Almighty ſpeaks here of the. Sabbath 
(not as his, and of *Þ appointing : For then it 


had not been appointed by him, nor ſo Honoura- 
bly ſpoken of in other Parts of Scripture, and 


theirs: That is, as broken, mangled, changed, 
and polluted by the Jets. 

In this-Senſe, their Maker might very well call 
the whole Complication of New-moons, Sab- 
baths, and Aſſemblies, (Iniquity :) nor, in any o- 
ther Senſe, will that Exp — N bear. 

4. Where lay the Tiquity and the Grievance, 
we may eaſily gueſs. by the Means which God 
Almighty pro died to this hypocritical Nation, 
(as che are called, Iſaiab x. 6.) for the Cure of 
that Evil wheteof he hers complains :' Which 
is not his aboliſhing of what he had himſelf ap- 
pointed, as now grown out of Date; but their 
reforming. of their own ungodly Lives. | 

[aſp ye, make ye clean: (a pure Heart is the 
main cling that God looks at by put away the evil 
of your doings from before mine eyes. Ceaſe to do evih, 
learn to do well : (Evil comes naturally; 99 
well, requires the giving Ear to inſtruction 
judativient 1 relieve the oppreſſed : judge (the Gus 
of ) the fatherkeſ5 : plead for the widow, Come now 
and let us reafon together, ſaith the Lord, though 
your ſins be as farts, they ſhall be as white as ſnow : 
though they be (of as deep a Dye) as crimſon, they 
hall” be as. * Ti ebe willing and obedient, 


ſhall eat the $904 land. But if ye refuſe and 
rebell, ye hal oured with the ſword. For the 
mouth if the Lord bath ſpoken it. 25 i. 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20.] Where God calls for the perfor- 
mance of moral Good, and the avoidi moral 
Evil, not merely as they are Moral ; but - the. 

ruic 
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Fruit of that Faith and Humility, that Fear and 
Love of him, which (at the ſame time that it 
teaches People to rate Things as he does, accord- 
ing to their Value ;) requires an univerſal Obedi- 
ence to his Holy Laws, of what Kind ſoever. 


wo ee, e 
Another Objection Dr. Heylin (Hit. Sabb. Patt 


, 


I. ch. vi. Se. v.) makes as much ſtir about, as if 


it was of great Importance; and, that is, God's 


| Command about the Walls of Jericho, Jaſbua vi, 


To which I anſwer e ONS. 

1ſt. This Objection ſuppoſes that the Law for- 
bad the trouble required on this Occaſion, as con- 
trary to. God's appointment about the Sabbath, 
Now if this Suppoſal be Juſt, and if what's Taid 
ver. 3, 4. of that Chapter [7 ſhall compaſs the ity, 
all ye men of war, ot go round about the city once, 
Thus ye ſhall do ſix days. And (on) the ſeventh day 
(that is, of the Proceſſion ; as appears by what goes 
before; ) ye all compaſs the city ſeven times.] does not 
neceſſarily require that the ſeventh Day of the Pro- 


ceſſion, ſhould be the ſeventh Day of the Week; 
as ici plain that it does not: All this laid 


gether makes it the more unlikely that ſo wiſe 


and good a Man as Jeſbua would (without Order 
or Occaſion) ſo far break in upon the Sabbatical 


Reſt, as to ſingle out that critical time for com- 
2. Let us, for once, ſuppoſe what the Scrip- 
ture gives not ſo much as any Intimation of: 
(that the ſeventh Day of the Proceſſion, . was the 
ſeventh Day of the Week; and that God deſigned 
it ſo to be:) From hence it follows that he did 
thus far (pro hic & nunc) ſuſpend the "> 
of 3 | ; 


Pn +; the City ſo many times. 
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Reſt, and ſubſtitute ſomething new and extriord-. 
nay in its room. 
Nor do even the Sabbatarians cherhſelves Joy 
che reaſonableneſs of allowing God Almighty that 
freedom. 

What they inſiſt upon, is, that Man neither 
had, nor hath now, Authority to break in upon 
the Sabbath” „Without Commiſſion or Leave from 
God. And if che Doctor was minded to do any 
thing to the Purpoſe, he ſhould have anſwered 'to 

3. In the Marion Sever nor performed by 
a Command of the Lord of the Sabbath; we 
ought not to look merely to the Ceremonial Fart, 
but (as the Apoſtle directs, Heb, xi. 30 o.) to that 
vital Princi jp ef Faith which juſtifies it ſelf by a 
ready Obedience; and is ( in ever was) of more 
Value with” God than all che Ceremonies in "ts 
World: 3 

4. The 3 now 3088 by God's Order, was 
not inconſiſtent with the Sabbath, as a Memorial 
of the Creation : but ntrodiced that Miracle of 
the Divine Power, Wiſdom, Juſtice, Goodneſs, 
and Truth, which were ſeaſonable at all times; 
and particularly on the Sabbalb, the main end of 
whoſe Inſtitution was herein 'eived, though in a 
different Form or "Way: "OS BU. 

5. The 'Service now appointed by God for the 
Sabbath, (ſuppoſing that to have Ver the Day 
wherein, p —— to his Order, they compaſſed 
the City — times; and were the Executioners 
of his Anger upon a wicked People devoted by 
him to Deſtructton ) carried with it à Vacation 
from all common 'worldly-( Cares; and (in this re- 
pe) rather payed a Deference to, than put any 
light upon, the fourth Commandment. 4% 8 
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Service: What they did now by his Order, does 


Senſe, People are apt to be too forgetful in this 


think) to keep it from Contempt. 
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But when we have made the moſt of this Caſe, 
it ſhews (ſays the Doctor) that the fourth Com- 
manihment-is of a different Quality from che other 
nine ; and that it is no Part of the Law of Na- 
ture. To which I anſwer --— 0 


I. Confidering the Sabbath as a Retirement 


from the Cares and . Amuſements of the World; 


that we may the better attend upon God, and his 


not ſhew that the fourth Commandment is of a dif. 
ferent Quality from the other nine, or that it i 
no — —— Lov « This maſt be 
oved by ſamething „ 
ers *Fis one Part of the Law of Nature, that 
we ſheyld duly Honour and Worſhip the great 
Creator of all Things: And becauſe (through 
the Love of the World, and the Intanglements of 


Point ;) that a ſtated Time ſhould be ſet out for 
the forementioned purpole, | | 
But when Reaſon comes to fix the Proportion 
of Time which is to be allotted for that Bulinefs, 
Experience ſhews that it is not ſo. Self-ſufficieat, 
but ſome Light from Revelation does well, That 
therefore, which helps toward a Supply of this De- 
fect, in ſuch a Way as is moſt for God's Hondur, 
the common Intereſt of Religion, and the Peace 
and Order of Civil Society, is ſo far of moral Uſe, 
(whatever its Quality may be, conſidered abſtrat- 
— — its ſelf ;) and reaſonably demands a ſuitable 


If all this does not alter its Nature, or make it 
of the ſame Kind with thoſe things which. are ſtrict- 
ly and properly Moral: It ſhews that there's ſome- 

ing particular in the Caſe; enough (one would 


SECT. 
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SECT. v. 


From Jerichs I come (as our learned Hiſtorian 
leads me, Hy. Sabb. Fart J. Chap. VI. Sect. VL) 
to Circumciſion : Where (with equal Aſſurance, 
and lade of any mg de) he — his Reader 
with hopes of ſome great Advantage againſt the 
Sabbath. And hers he flouriſhes the more, becauſe 
Circumcifion on the Sabbath Day, was ſo com- 
= — < to the Jericho Caſe, as ee 
ul te = wired much ur, 
— — — through with it. Farther, he 
inſiſts that the Yew! themſelves made ſuch 
— between Circumciſion and the Sabbath, as 
were by no means to the Advantage of the latter. 
But all this fine Story will ſhrink up into its 
original nothing, if it be conſidered that Circum- 
cifion was a religious Rite; and whatever ir did 
require, had God's Authority on its Side: That 
neither Circumcifion it ſe, nor any Law of God 
about it, required many Hands to go through 
9 the Buſineſs, nor any Labour properly fo 
That what more was required by the Su- 
| prion of the Jews, is wide of the Queſtion : 
hat (for the ſame Reaſon) the commonneſs of 
the thing, is nothing to the purpoſe : That the 
Sabbath (in forbidding ordinary Secular Affairs, 
and every Work which. tended to make the Day 
common 3) did not exclude religiqus Duties; as is 
plain from other Inſtances enough, as well as from 
this of Circumciſion : (and this the Sabbatarians ars 
fo far from denying, that they eagerly contend 
for it :) How ſmall a Part of the Sabbath would 
ſuffice for what the Law of God required, ſuppo- 
fing the eighth Day r che Birth of the Child, 
rg 
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made one part of the Bible a contradiction to the 


116 S E R M O N III. 


to be the ſeventh Day of the Week ; the contrary 
to which, had (in the Courſe of Nature, and fo 
far as the Law concerned it ſelf ;) the Advantage 
of ſix to one + Thar the Performance of this Ce- 
remony did not interfere with that Ceſſation from 
common Secular Buſineſs, which was ſo ſtrictly in- 
joined by the fourth Commandment. Nor was it in- 
conſiſtent with any one Service which God appoint- 
ed for the Sabbath, or with any one end for whi 

the Day was ſet a- part: That to deny Circumci- 
ſion to an Infant, merely in favour of a ſtrict ce- 
remonial Reſt ; would have carried the Point fur- 
ther than there was any occaſion for, and have 


| 


other : And that [ſuppoſing the Jeus to have ta- 


ken Advantage from 
make needleſs Encroachments on the Sabbath, 


which they had no Authority from God for; and 
ſuppoſing that (upon no better Foundation than 
their own ungodly Cuſtom of doing ſo,) their 


Writers had Impertinence enough to make com- 


pariſions between Circumciſion, and the, Sabbath, 


which were by no' means to-the Advantage of -the 


latter :] this does not alter the Right of that ſacred 


Reſt ; but only ſhews that they were grown cor« 
rupt in this, as well as in other Parts of their 
Religion, Fy LE” 


SECT. VI. 


And now it will be the more eaſy to anſwer what 
the Doctor adds, Hiſt. Sabb. Part 1. c. 6. ſet. 9. 
[If we conſider as well the toilſomeneſs as the mul- 
tiplicity of the Prieſt's Office: We ſhall ſoon ſee 
that though the People reſted then, (on the week- 


ly Sabbath,) the Prieſt worked hardeſt.] And (for 
X | * Proof 


e Law of Circumciſion, to 
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Proof of this) he appeals to the Caſe of the Shew- 
bread, (1 Chron. ix. 32.) and of the Sacrifices and 
er Appurtenances. . To which I anſwer -- --- 

he Law did not require that the Shew- 
WT ſhould, be made and baked upon the Sab- 
bath.: As it did that their Sacrifices ſhould then be 
killed, dreſſed, and offered. For any thing that 
1 Chron. ix, 32. or any other Text of Scripture 
ſays to the contrary : The Dough might be pre- 
— the Day be — ſo far as both the making 
and the baking went. And when the Sabbath 
came; the Bread might want no more preparing, 
than would. be iven. by wiping it clean; and cut- 
ting 1t into — Parts, according to the num- 
ber of the twelve Tribes of 1/ra/, Therefore 
when the Doctor charges the Cuſtom of baking 
the Shew-bread the Day before, (as it was in the 
Days of Foſephus, ſee his Antiquities; Lib. 3. Ch. 
10.) with being contrary to Scripture : He aſſerts 
he knows not what, as haſty Writers uſe to do. 

2, As to the Sabbatical Sacrifices, and their Ap- 
purtenances : *Tis granted, that the Prieſts work 
was very conſiderable. And (for this Reaſon) the 
number of the Prieſts who were to attend upon 
this Work, in their turns: were ſuitable thereto. 

3. The Reſt ordained by God for the Sabbath, 
was very extenſive. The Labour appointed by 
him for it, belonged only to Religion : Was con- 
lined to the Temple: Removed from publick 
View: And appropriated to ſacred Perſons. The 
Place where, the Time when, and the End and 
Purpoſe for which it was done; were Holy. Nor 
does any body deny or diſpute God's Authority 
to appoint what Buſineſs he pleaſed for his own 
Servants, in his own Houſe, and on his own Day. 
* then what the Doctor inſultingly tells 

us: 
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« (Thowgh the Pe ed then, the Prieff work; 
be :) and reg wrt Work aug a 


Barde b 
bad but ſmall Cauſe 10 boaſt of bis Sabbath's Nei.) 
The Queſtion ſtill remains; and that is, What all 


? Or, How far it affeQs the 
off from the 
be the more 


for 


this is to the Purpoſe? ( 
fourth Commandment, as it took 1 
Cares oſ the World, that they might 
at leiſure for the Service of God; particularly 


meditating upon what the Commandment it ſelf ſets 


before us: That Creation of all things both in 
Heaven and Earth, which ſhews the fingular fuper- 
eminent Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Authori- 
ty of the Great Creator; and calls for ſuitable Ac- 


knowledgments from his Creatures? 


SECT. VII. 


Another thing objected, is, that Paſſage in Zz- 
kiel, chap. xx. ver. 10, 11, 12. [Wherefore I cauſed 
them to go forth out of the land of Egypt, and brought 
them into the wilderneſs ; and gave them my ftatnies, 
and ſbewed them my judgments, which if a man do, he 
| even live in them, Moreover alſo, I gave them 
my ſabbaths to be a ſign between me and them, that 
they might know that I am the Lord who ſantlify 
em 


Where it is obſerved, that God diftinguiſhes be- 
tween his Statutes and Judgments; which if a Man 
do, he ſhall even live in (by or through) them; 
and his Sabbatbs which he gave as a Sign between 
him and the Zews, To which I anfwer : 

1. God Almighty [in ver. 23, 24, 25. of the 
fame Chapter, ] diſtinguiſhes between his Sabbaths, 
and the Statutes which were not good, and Judg- 
ments whereby they ſhould not hve. For thus he 
ſpeaks: [7 hfted up my hand alſs unto them in the 


\ 
1 
* 


wilder. 


judgments 
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wilderneſs, (confirm'd it by an Oath) that 7 toomld 


ſtatter them among the Heathen, and diſperſe them 


through the countries; becauſe they bad not executed 
my judgments, but bad deſpiſed my ſtatutes, and pollu- 
ted my ſabbaths, and (which ſhews the Cauſe) beir 
eyes were after their fathers idols, Wherefore alſo I gave 
ſtatutes (a wy * — Ce 
which (comparatively ing) were not and 
| makers 9 _ 
But let us (for once) ſuppoſe [wherefore alſo I 
gave them ſtatutes, &c.] not to relate to the Body 
4 the N mar'h . thoſe Laws and 
ts which (by God's juſt infatuating Judgment 

u hn ow they had pick'd up partly from their 
idolatrous Forefathers, partly from the Cuftoms 
of the Heathen round about, and partly from their 
own Invention; which (in a ſtricter and more pro- 
per Senſe) may be called Statutes which were not 
good, and Judgments whereby they ſhould not 
ive: As the Crimes which drew God's heavy Diſ- 
3 upon them, muſt be great, and no 
articulars are ſpecified but Idolatry and Sabbath- 
breaking; it would be a Reflection upon God 
(whoſe Words are here brought in) to ſuppoſe the 
latter to be a thing of no conſiderable Importance. 
Nor does ſuch a Suppoſition ſuit with the main 
Drift of this Chapter, which is, to magnify what 
God had done for that People, and their 
own vile Wickednefs and Ingratitude. _— 
Taken with this View, the Senſe of ver. 10, 11, 
12. ſeems to be this. ¶ Vberefore I cauſed them 10 go 
forth, &c. — and gave them my ſtatutes, and fbew'd 
them my judgments, which if a man do, be ſhall even 
live in them. Moreover alſo, (in order to make the 
Rule of Life more perfect, and to keep them —.— 
y 
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ſtrictly within the Bounds of Duty ) T gave them my 


fabbaths to be a ſign, &c.] 
And this \ſuits beſt with that Idea of the Caſe, 


which God gives in the Verſes which immediately 


follow: [But the houſe of Iſrael rebelled againſt me in 
the wilderneſs : - they walked not in my ſtatutes, they 
deſpiſed my e which (if a als do) be ſhall e- 
ven live in them; and my ſabbaths they tl Pollu- 
ted: then I ſaid I wwould pour out my fury upon them. 


in the wilderneſs, to conſume them, © But I wrought 


for my names ſake, that it ſhould not be pollued before 


the. heathen, in whoſe oe fight I brought them out. Yet 


alſo I lifted up my hand unto them i in the wilderneſs, 
that I would not bring them into the land which I had 
given them (by ac we to a land flowing with milk and 
boney, which is the of all lands: Becauſe they 
deſpiſed my ee and walked" not in my ſtatutes, 
but polluted my jabbaths : for their beart 205 after 


their idols.) The e Part of the Chapter payes 


the Way for this, where the Scene opens more at 


large. Idolatry leads the Van, and Sabbath-break- 


ing follows. And that we may take the more No- 
tice of this, we have the ſame thing again (with 2 


little Change of Phraſe, ) ver. 21, 22, 23, 24. and 


with a farther and very awful Improvement, ver. 
33, 34, 33, 36, 37, 38, 42, 43, 44. ö 

But if the Sabbaths here ſpoken of (of which 
more anon) were as inconſiderable as ſome would 
have: How comes the Great God to make ſuch à 


Stir about them? Why is the Violation of the Laws 


relating thereto, ſo bitterly complained of? Or 


whence comes it that there are ſo many other, 


things in Scripture (and ſome of them ſo very ſin- 
gular) on their Side, which juſtify all this? © 
2. It hath been often obſerved, - that one way 
which the Hebrew uſes in pointing out the Emi- 
nence 


Mk. $$. 


„„ e 


— 


W 
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Hence of a thing, is, 3 in che 
1 Thus, u cba 2 Ken 


Aceh plainly © 0, 1 gave ou ke | 
bats, &c.] refers to the ae of 
wo den e, mc on i pt Pos 

to the Wri es, Who is ve 
ticular in rs og 6 5 cd 
But if we look into his Writings, we find no 
Sabbath but the weekly, called a Sign betwint God 
and them, that they might know him to be the 
Lord who ſanctified chem: (ſeparated them from, 
and diſtinguiſhed them above, the Heathen World, 
by his Favours :) and this only in one Place, (Exod. 
xXxx1, 13.) and for one Reaſon which does not pro- 
periy belong to any other Sabbath : viz. (becauſe in 
fix days the Lord made heaven and earth; and on the 
ſeventh day he + ag and was refreſted.) See v.13, 14, 
15, 16, 17. To this Purpoſe tis gbſervahle, that 


has called ($abbaths) in the 13th Verſe of chat 


Chapter, is called (the Sabbath) ver. 14, 15, 16. 


And in the 13th Verſe, when it is ſaid {verily my 


ſabbaths ye Mall keep :) *tis not ſaid ( 74 they _ 
bur ( for it is a ſign betwixt me and you, &c.) 
his 1s made more plain by the 945 Exod. 

XX. v. 8, 10. Ie mw piper F cage 4% Ae arg. 
Remember the day of the ſabbaths to ſanctify it.— 
Th & npuige Ty i ae Kapp of g . But in the 
day the ſeventh (is) ſabbaths to the Lord thy God.] 

This anſwers to the Hebrew, Exod. xxxi. 15. Bur 
in the ſeventh (Day) is (the Day) of abbath. 

Which is anſwered again by the Septuagint, . 
XXII. 14. 15. * e whe deen, ie. Kr x&770 343 
Koglp h. 0 ase u. Nele eerer. Has - 
drm ©s dg dye, &c. K muiipes m g. Th Ad 
diu c , .net | 


El 
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And ye ſhall keep. my ſabbaths, becauſe this (the Sab- 
bath) is holy to the Lord to you.. He who prophaneth 
that, ſhall dye the death, Whoſoever ſhall do 
work in it, &c. Six days ſhalt thou do work : but in 
the day the ſeventh (is) ſabbaths, a holy reſt to the 
Lord. 15 | 

A0 as Dr. Wallis obſerves very well, in his Def, 
of the Chriſt. Sabb. Part 2. p. 110. rag is moſt 
commonly uſed by the Septuagint, for the weekly 
Sabbath: whoſe Language, in this Point,, the Goſ- 
pel follows; as *tis eaſy to prove by Examples 


enough. 


Another ſad Story, is, the ſtanding ſtill of the 

Sun, in the Days of 7o/oua; and its going ten De- 
grees backward, in the Days of Hezetiab: In each 

<obereof (ſays Dr. Heylin, Hiſt. Sabb. Part 1. c. 6. 

ſect. 8.) there was a ſignal alteration in the Courſe of 

Nature, and the Sacre ion of Time : ſo notable, as that 

it was very difficult to find out the ſeventh Day pre- 

ciſely from the World's Creation; or to proceed on that 

Account, ſince the late giving of the Law. So that, 

in this reſpett, People muſt needs be at a Loſs in their 

Calculation. | 

Then follows a Scrap out of the Practice of Pie- 

ty; and the Shew 1s cloſed with this cunning Re- 

mark: [F ſo, if they obſerved it (the Sabbath) not 

at the pundtual Time, according as the Law command. 

ed; (that is, as appears by what goes before. the 
on the ſeventh Day, ' preciſely from the World's ſo | 
Creation 3) it follows then, on his Confeſſion, (the mat 
Confeſſion of the Author of the forementioned Orc 
Book) that from the Time of Joſhua, till the De- 


ftruttion of the Temple, (which was a long while af- 
| ter 
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ter his Deceaſe) there was no Sabbath kept by the - 


Jews at all : Becauſe not on the Day preciſely which 
the Law appointed.) To which I anſwer 
1. The Law no where ſays one Word about the 


ſeventh Day preciſely from the World's Creation. 
And the Author of the Practice of Piety (in the 


Words which immediately precede what the Doctor 


quotes from thence, gives this Reaſon for the Mu- 


tabiliry of the Sabbath, in relation to the ſeventh 
Day : | | 
For (fays he) the (fourth) Commandment doth not 


ſay, Remember io keep holy the ſeventh day next fol- 
lowing the ſixth Day of Creation, or this or that ſc- 


venth Day; but indefinitely, Remember that thou keep 
holy a ſeventh Day (*). Jy 


And how this Author can be charged with that 


frightful Conſequence which the Doctor loads him 
with, the Reader is left to judge. 


2. Whatever Day of the Week it was, when the | 


Sun ſtood ſtill ; it was but a Day, (though a 
ſtrange one,) and as ſuch is taken by the Scrip- 


ture: Joſh. x. 3.14. (/o the Sun ſtood ſtill in the midſt 
of Heaven; and haſted not to go down, about a whole 


day. And there was no day like that, before it, or 
after it; that the Lord hearkened to the voice of a 
man.) followed herein by the Son of Syrach, ch. 46. 
of his Book, v. 4. [and was not one day as long as 
two ? A 
Though therefore here was a ſignal Alteration in 
the Courſe of Nature, and the Succeſſion of Time, 
ſo far as relates to the Number of Hours 'which 


made up that Weck: The Number, Place, and 


Order of the Days, was the ſame it was before. 


Q 2 Conſe- 


(*) Wolphii Chron, De Temp. Lib. 2. c. 1. 


FO g the Motion of the; Sun, ut /apre: A 


- frofn the World's Creation, was not a 
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Conſequently, here was no need to be at a Los 
about theſe, And the fame may be ſaid as to cha 
going g back of the Jun, in Hezekiab's Time. 

3. If the Jews were ata Loſs in their Calculation 
of Time: Eser | 


he fil} required the Obſervation of the Sabbath x 
plain from rin, yre (and was never yet dif- 
— 1 Fay he dd hen, from all this laid toge- 
ther, it appears that the keeping up to the Nicety 
of Time, or obſerving preciſely the fun. Day 
thing of that 
Importance which ſome pretend; nor was it ſo de: 
ſigned by the A 
And this would make _ conſidering People 
leſs Riff and obſtinate in keeping ing preciſely to the 
ſeventh Day (according e common account) 
Unger the 'Golpe as oe Jews did under the Law. 


SEC T. IX. 


Another grand Objection is taken from Mat. 
xix. where our Saviour (ſpeaking of the Come 
mandments) takes no notice of the fourth, To 
which I anſwer —- 

/f. By granting that when our Saviour tells the 
rich young Man in that Chapter, ( F tbou wilt en. 
ter into life, keep the commanaments.) and was asked, 
which ? He gives this Anſwer: (Thou ſhalt do bo 
murder. Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. Thou ſhalt 
not ſteal. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs, Honour 
thy father, and thy mothe?. And thou ſhalt love. 
thy neighbour as thy ſelf.) Adding not one Word 
about the fourth Commandment. 


| And 
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And ' tis as true, that he adds as little about a- 
- Tra Commandment belonging to the firſt 
Table. | 


But, I hope, this is nat to be underſtood by 
way of flight upon that Part of the Decalogue. 
To prevent any. ſuch miſtake, obſerve what our 
Saviour ſays in anſwer to the Phariſees Queſtion, 


Mat. xxii. (Maſter, which is the great commandment 
in the lat?) Jeſus ſaid unto him: Thou ſhalt love the 


Lord thy God with all thine beart, and with all thy 
foul, and with all thy mind, This is the firſt and the 
great commandment. Where he not only calls the 
love of God the great Commandment, but deſcribes 
it in ſuch ardent Terms as imply a reverence for 
his Name, his Day, and every thing which is ſacred 
to his Service, ver. 34, 35, 36, 37, 38. 

2. We ſhall gueſs what our Saviour meant, Mat. 
xix. by the uſe which he makes of that Diſcourſe 
between him and the young Man, ver. 16. to ver. 
21. for the better clearing whereof, let us com- 
pare ver. 20. of that Chapter with Mark 10. ver. 
20, 21. where we find, not only the young Man's 
Anſwer, [all theſe (Commandments of the ſecond 
Table) bave I kept from my youth up.] but how 
our Saviour ſtood affected in the Caſe, (Then Feſus 
bebolding him, loved bim.) He loved him who (un- 
der the comparatively weak and imperfect Elements 
of the Law, the ———— of a Jewiſh Educa- 
tion which led toward a meaner Opinion of that 
Part of the Decalogue which he mentions, and the 
Temptations which are incident to Youth and a 
plentiful Fortune z) had gone ſo far; and withal 
ſhewed ſo much Humility and earneſtneſs to be 
inſtructed in the Way of Life, by this heavenly 
Preacher: Which St. Mark deſcribes, + when he 
tells us that he came running, and kneeled to our 

| 3„Fͤͤͤĩ ²˙²A ab Saviour, 
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Saviour, and asked him; Good maſter, what ſhall 


I do that I may inherit eternal life? See ver, 17. 


of the laſt cited Chapter. 


And as to that Queſtion, Mat. xix. ver. 20. 
(What lack I yet?) our Saviour anſwers thus, 


Mark x. 21. (One thing thou lacteſt. Go thy way, 
fell whatſorver thou \ haſt, and give to the poor, and 
thou ſhalt have treaſure in heaven: and come and 
take up thy croſs, and follow me.) Which, in Mat, 


xix. 21. is expreſſed thus: (F thou wilt be perfect, 


go and ſell that thou haſt, and give to the poor, and 
thou ſhalt have treaſure in heaven: and come, fol- 


low me.) 


Feſus beholding this man, loved him, And his 


way of wry. his love, is, by directing him (if 
he did indeed 
to reſt in that ſcantling of Virtue to which he had 
attained, but to advance farther : Not to flight 
that other Part of the Decalogue which he does not 
name, but contrariwiſe (by an extraordinary a& 
of ſelf-denial) to ſhew that he loved his God above 
his Eſtate. x 
But he had not Religion enough for this. For 
he went away ſorrowful : becauſe he had great poſſeſſi- 
ons, Mat. xix. 22. or, as St. Mark expreſſes it: 


[He was ſad at that ſaying, and went away grieved: 


becauſe, &c.] Chap. x. ver. 22. From the whole 
it appears (not how inſignificant any Part of the 
Decalogue is,) but how defective this young Man 
was, and others of the ſame ſtamp are: I mean, 
as to that prevailing love of God which the firſt 
and the great Commandment calls for; and is the 


nobleſt Principle of Duty, even of thoſe Duties 


which we owe to our Neighbour. | 


And now it will be the leſs difficult to anſwer- 


what hath been ſo often inſultingly objected: viz. 
5 ' That 


"> "7,2 
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eſire to be compleatly good ;) not 
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That our Saviour (in his famous Sermon upon the 
Mount, where he diſcourſes of ſeveral things in 
the Law, and particularly in the Decalogue;) ſays 
nothing of the fourth Commandment. I anſwe — 
He ſays as little of the ſecond ; and the Reaſon 
is plain. The Jews (to whom he was ſent, Mat. 
xv. 24.) were as exceſſive about theſe two Com- 
mandments, as their Obedience was lame and de- 
fective in other Points, Accordingly (before he 
meddles with any Part of the Decalogue) he premi- 
ſes this, in order to prevent miſtakes, which ſerves 
as a kind of Key to what follows: (I ſay unto you, 
except your righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the righteouſ- 
neſs of the Scribes and Phariſees ; ye ſhall in no caſe 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, Mat. v. 20.) Were 
then theſe Scribes and Phariſees ſo compleat in that 
Part of their Duty which related to the fourth 
Commandment ? Were they not ſhort enough, as to 
that Mind and Affection, without which (as the 
Law it ſelf ſhews) all outward Obſervations ſigni- 
fy little ? | 
Granted they were. But ſtill no Reaſon is, or 
can be given, why the fourth Commandment (ſup- 
poſing it of more weight than ſome are willing to 
allow,) muſt needs be crouded into our Saviour's 
forementioned Sermon, | 
For any thing- which yet appears to the con- 
trary, he might take his own time and way of cor- 
recting that common evil which ran through all 
their poſitive Inſtitutions. And this the Goſpel 
 ſhews him ſufficiently careful of. 


SECT. X. 


Our Saviour's inſiſting ſo much upon keeping 
the Commandments, and never once intimating an 
' Exception 


| 
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Ex 
bad better Opinion ofthis Pre of eh: wege 
than hath fince advanced by a Set of Peopke 
whoſe Authority is much teſs. — 

And this ma the Sabbath che fitter to ſrvive 
the Burthen of the Few! Rites: As, in Fact, it 
does; though ſtripe of what was not ſo proper 
for the ian State. | 

And this brings me to the Cele of the Cui 
MIT, 


SECT. xl. 


And here ge me leave to obſerve the occaſion 
which our Saviour himſeif afforded for that 'No- 
tice which che Chriſtian Church hath taken of 
this Day, by his then ri re as the 
Pledge and Earneſt of eternal 
People: Having firſt (by his 2 aboliſhe? the 
Law. of carnal Ordlmances, and broken down = 
Partition between Jew and Gentile, To this pur- 
ſe it is obſervable, that he was feen of 
is Diſchples for forty Days, (that is, from his Re- 
ſurrection, to his Aſoonſion into ms, ) and 
though ſeveral vemarkable during chat 
Space: the only Day that we pt gry — khe 


Diſciples were aſſembled together in a Body, and 


whereon there was any Tranſaction of Religious 


Affairs, during that Interval; was, the firft Day of 


the Week. 


In the New 4. oftament, it bears ſeveral Tiles ; 


Sometimes tis called the Third Day ; that is, from 
our Saviour's Paſſion upon the Croſs. And why 
fo, will appear comparing Luke xxiv. verſ. 
44, 45, 46. with 1 Cor. xv. 4. which ſhews it 


done in order to fulfil what the 'Scripture had 
foretold. | Not 


ception te the fourth, ſeerrs to imply that he. 
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Not leſs than eight times is it taken notice of, 
under the Title of the firſt Day of the Werk ; 
Mat, xxvili. 1. Mark xvi. ver. 2, 9, (where the 
fur o68ears, ver. 9. explains the T4 124 H, 
ver, 2.] Luke xxw. 1. Jobn xx. ver, 1, 19. As 
xx. 7. and 1 Cor. xvi. 2. r. aud 
This is the Day which (as Abravanel in Legem 
fol. 282. ad finem, tells us;) was famous among 
the Fewiſh Writers, on twelve Accounts. 
And after that Titus Veſpatian had intirely ruined 
the Power and Polity of the Jews, and the Goſpel 
had taken deeper Root in the World; it got the 
Title of the Lord. Day: As appears by Rev. i. 


10. ſo that Text is underſtood by our Church, in 


her Homily of the Place and Time of Prayer: 
By the Arabict which reads the Words thus: [ fi 


jaumi labadi, in the one (that is, the firſt) Day; 


following herein the Septuagint, Gen. i. 5. cb. ii. 
ver. Ir Lev. xxiii. — Nb. i. ver. 1, 18. 
cb. xxix. ver. 1. ch. xxxiii, ver. 38. Ezra iii. 6. 
ch, vii. ver. g. ch. x. ver. 16, 17. Nebem. viii. 
2. Erek. xxvi. 1. ch. xxix. ver. 17. cb. xxxi. 
ver, 1, ch. xxxii. ver. 1. cb. xlVv. ver. 18. Flag. 
i. 1. and other Places: ] the t biopict Bible which 
adds (the firſt) after (the Lordi- Day 3) by Dre 
Heylin, among the reſt, Hiſt. Sabb. Part 2. ch. 1. 
ell. 12. ch. ii. ſect. 12. So *tis generally under 
ſtood by Divines : Nor hath any body yet been 
able to prove that tis meant of any other Day. 
Let us now hear what Dr. Heylin hath to ſay fur- 


ther, in favour of this weekly Reſt: Hiſt. Sabb. 


Part 2. ch. 1. ſez. 'Þ,) rf Us; (14 3 4 60 " 
[So that che religious Obſervation of this (the: 
Lord's) Day, beginning in the Age of the Apo- 
ſtles, (no doubt but with their Approbation and 
Authority ;) and ſince continuing in the ſame re- 

R ſpect 
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for ſo many ages; may be — well Fa: 
ed amongſt thoſe Apoſtolick Traditions, 
God been wave we received in the Church of of 


For being it was the Day, which our Saviour 
honoured with his Reſurrection; it eaſily might 
attain unto that Eſteem, as to be honoured by. the 
Chriſtians with the Publick Meetings, that fo they 
might, with greater Comfort, preſerve and che- 
riſti the Memorial of ſo great a Mercy, in refe- 
rence unto which, the World's Creation ſeemed 
not ſo conſiderable. By reaſon of Which Work * 
upon it, it came in time to he intitled, «xs 
the Lords Day, which: Attribute is firſt found in 
the Revelation writ. by St. Jobn t, abox the 1295 
Year of our Saviour's Birth, | 

And at the end of the ſame. Section he adds: | 

St. Jobn hath generally been exp f in this 
Senſe, by. the Suftrage of the Church, the beſt Ex 
poſitor of God's Word, wherein, this Day. hath, 
conſtantly, ſince the time of the Apoſtles, been, ho- 
noured with that Name. above ather Days. 

Thus far in way of-Friendſhi 
And more friendly will . — if we. can take out 
the Sting of what follows in the ſame; Sectin. 

80 0 — before * find me Church. took, 
Notice of it by a proper Name. For 1 per 15 
my ſeli, That had. that Day bęen deſtinate to; Re- 
ligious Duties, or honoured with, 12 Name of t. 
Zurd' - Day, when Paul preached at Troas or wrote 
ta the. Corinthians ; 22 48, We ſhe'd 115. 
was in the 57th Year of Chriſti: Neither St. 
nor St. Haul had ſo paſſed;it. over, and cal 
oaly che Fg Day. of b Haul. as they ſn 

. 0906s 


+ Our Saviour's — 
1 Chap. i. Ver. 10. | 
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done, And when it had this Attribute „ it wds 
only rt zen, ** as before we ſaid: All ether 
Days being the Lord's, + as well as this.] To 
which I antwer ——- | 

/t. The Doctor here takes that for granted, 
which no body could ever yet prove : viz. that 
had the Day been then deſtinated to religious Du- 


ties, it muſt then have been honoured with ſome - 


higher Title than (the firſt Day of the Week.) 


2. The Title of (Lord's-Day) though decent 


and proper enough ; neither is, nor ever was, ef- 
ſential to the Day. | 

And this makes it the leſs wonder, that it was 
not grown common, ſo early as the 57th year of 
Chriſt : Which was Reaſon enough why it is not 
uſed by Sr. Luke, As xx. 7. or by St. Paul, 
1 Cor. xvi. 2. £1 l 
3. Toward the Cloſe of the firſt Century, we 
find St. John 5 of ſome Day by the 
Title of the Lords-Day, And if this was the firſt 
Day of the Week, as the Church hath all along 
thought; as the Doctor himſelf owns; and as Dr. 
Wallis (in his Defence of the Chriſtian Sabbath, Par 
1. Pages 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50.) hath prove 
that it was: Then here's a fair Intimation that the 
Day commonly bore this Title, when St. Jobn 
wrote ut ſupra, How long, or how ſhort awhile, 
before : In the ſhort account of ſuch early par- 
riculars, we are not told. This we know, that if 
the Doctor's account be true; (by reaſon of which 
Work wrought upon it, the Day came in time to 
be intitled by way of Eminence, the Lord - Day: 


*% 
* 


# Of the Lords-Day. 
** Which is ſufficient. | | 
+ Ia a general Senſe which is nothing to the purpoſe. 
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this Motive (which, he ſays, might eaſily take ef- 
fect; had a Being long enough before. la 
4. If (when St. Paul preached at Troas, and 
when he wrote his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians ; ) 
the firſt Day of the Week was no more diſtin- 
guiſhed by its uſe, than by the plain Title of the 
firſt Day of the Week: The only proper way of 
. it over, and the moſt ſuitable to ſuch a 
tate of the Church, had been, not to mention 
it at all, (on ſuch an Occaſion) or think it worth 
the Notice. = a 
And the Reaſon is plain. Becauſe though the 
ordinary Title of the firſt Day of the Week, 
would not ſuggeſt what uſe the Day was put to; 
or whether more regard was had to this, than to 
another Day of the Week : The coupling together 
of that Day and of that Buſineſs which was parti- 
cularly proper for it, ſuppoſing it (as the Day 
whereon the Wark of Creation commenced, and 
whereon our Lord finiſhed the great Work of 
nur Redemption; that Day when the morning ſtars 
ſang together, and all the ſons of God did ſpout for 
joy : Job xxxviii. 7.) to be deſtinated to ſacred. 
uſes, and (in particular) for ſpiritual Joy and 
Gladneſs : All this and other Circumſtances joined 
with the common Cuſtom of Few and Gentile, -to 
couple ſacred Times and Duties together; would 
be apt to raiſe ſuch Thoughts as merely the fore - 
mentioned Title would not. That St. John's being 
in the Spirit, on the Lord Day; is no ſolid Rea» 
fon for expecting ſuch miraculous Favours now: 
We readily grant. 10 56 . b 
Nor had ſuch Expectation been reaſonable, if 
Rev. i. 10. had told us that he was in the Spirit, 
every Lords Day. But from the Goodneſs of that 
Lord whoſe Day it is, his Servants may hope for 
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a Bleſſing on ſuch Obſervation thereof as is ſuitable 
to the truly pious Ends for which it was ſet a- part. 
And this is Encouragement enough for the reli- 
gious Obſervation of the Day, 1 


„E C T. n 


And having thus far cleared our Paſſage, it 
will not be improper to look once more into the 
Goſpel, and ſee what farther Particulars we can 
find to our Purpoſe. 


And here I cannot paſs by our Saviour's ſingling 


out this Day, whereon to diſcourſe of what was 
proper for his Diſciples (in their preſent Circum- 
ſtances) to know: Of his then manifeſting himſelf 
in a particular Manner, firſt to particular Diſciples, 
and afterwards to the Church: Beſtowing on his 
Followers (over and over) the Bleſſing of his 


Peace: Chooſing thoſe who ſhould publiſh his. 
Goſpel to the World: Preaching to them the Doc- 


trine of his Death and Reſurrection; and ſhewing 
the agreeableneſs of both to Scripture: Diſcover- 


ing his intended Aſcenſion to his Father, and their 


Father; to his God, and their God: (as he ex- 


preſſes it himſelf:) giving the Apoſtles their Com- 


miſſion, as he had received one from his Father: 
Breathing on them the Holy Ghoſt: Giving them 
the Power of the Keys: Converting St. Thomas ; 
upon which ſee St. Cyrits Remark in his 1765 
Book upon the 187 Chapter of St. Zohn : - Cele- 
brating (as many think) the Lord's Supper : Open- 
ing the Underſtanding of his Diſciples, that they 
might underſtand the Scriptures : Enlightening the 
Minds, and touching the Hearts of the two Diſ- 
ciples, with his heavenly Diſcourſe ; as they went 
to Emmaus : And promiſing what fell our — 
' war 
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ward at the Feaft of Pentecuf. See Mar. WWII. 
ver. 9, 10. Mat wvi. ver, 9, 12. Lnke xiv. 
ver. 13, to ber. 50. Jobn xx. ver. Gy 6", 
30. And Adds i. 4. 

But of theſe things ſee more in Dr. Wallis's De 
fence of the Cbriſtiaß Sabbath, Pat 1. Pages 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22. Part 2. Pages 13, 14, 15, 16, 
x7, 18, 19, 20, 76. Where an anfwer is given 
to the Cavils of Dr. Heylin and others; particular: 
ly as to John xx. ver. 19, 26. Mean while ne 
wonder if no more regard was had to the Day, 
while the Church was in its Infancy : While many 
things were wanting, which it was not yet in a Com 
dition for; nor would be, till after the full mira. 
tulous effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, which our Sa. 
viour made them to expect: While they were not 
yet wakened from the golden Dream of a tem 
ral Meſſiah, and an earthly Ringdom to be -reito- 
red to Nac! (See Mat. M. 21. Lathe xxii. or; 
24, 25, 26. and Ads i. 6.) While the Apoſtles 
themſelves found it ſo hard to digeſt that funda: 
mental Article of Chriſtianity, our Saviour's riſing 
from the dead: (See Mark xvi: ver. 11, 13, 14. 
Lake xxiv. ver, 9, 10, 11, 29, 26, 36, 37, 38, 


„ 4. Jobs . 9.) And ſors” of 


cons i ill doubred, even when they met and wor- 
him juſt before his Aſcenſion into Hea- 
ven: See Mat. whit. ver. 16, 17, 18, 19. com- 
ed with Mart xvi. ber. 15, to ber. 20. 
Raw es perfect à State, ſmall appearance is to 


be expected of a Chriſtian Sabbath 5 much leſs 
ey 


ſhould be ſo * as to turn it 
inco a F#tviſh' one. 

But we meer with: ſome Propiratives toward 4 
Chriſtian 8adbat; Which is —— as can in 
ene for. » 

or 
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Ner ate there wanting who inſiſt that the fit 
Day of che Week. was abſerved hy God's People, 
before the giving of the Law: And that (in this 
Point) Chriſtianity did not ſet up a ne- Rule, but 
roſtore an old one. A certain learned Author pro- 
miſes to demonſtrate this whieh,; was attempted 


ſome years ago. Oi which J need fay no more, but 
only chat I ſhall be glad to ſee it efſectually dena. 
One thing mare I have t plead in the Cale 
Bix. chat if our Sa viour's Example in reſting on 
the Da, after: bis Work of Creation was 
ver 3-46 this was Motive enough for his bleſſing 
and ſanctiſy ing the. Day: of his Reſt, and after 
ward moſt ſolemaly giving a Law about it to hig 
Begple: (as 'tis plain from my Text, and the Cina 
cumſtances of itt delivery, Mat it Was-) This 
makes it the leſs wonder, if (aftor he had by: his 
Deaths, aboliſhed tha Obligation of che Caremonial 
WMV) his Exampla in relation to the firſt Day ob 
che Weck, ai ſuitable Impreſſion upon his 
own Diſciples and Servants ; as ſoon as they were 


— 
p % 
& "2 


* N 


in a Condition for it- Ws 9d ai 
SB CT. XII. 

Ie will be time now ta feer.: how! the Caſe 
ſtood, when. the Gaſpel came to planted in the: 
World. Give me leave then, on this Occaſion, toi 
call ever again, and more diſtinctly ta cabſider 
thoſe two noted Places: {75s xn. 7. and 1 Con. 
In che former wel are. told om the firſt Days 
ofthe Week * when the Diſciples came e 0 

rea 


. 10 1 N N 8 YT | T4 5 
8e. our Engliſn Tranſlation following, the then common. 
Seel de n , gef. Of, which ſes more inMs. 
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break Bread, Paul preached to them, ready to de- 
part on the Morrow, and continued his TI un- 
til Midnight. | 2 
\/Where 1 it is obſerveable — | N 
1. That their coming together to break Bread; 
. was the Occaſion of Pauls preaching ; not his De- 
fign of preaching, the Occaſion of cir aſſembling 
together to break Bread: Seems moſt rr > 
the Order wherein the Words are (On 
the firſt day of the week when | the Pop came 1 
gether to . bred, Paul preached to them, &c.) 
2. From the Hiſtory of what d before, — 
follows after, it appears that St. Paul was now in 
his Travels, -preaching the Goſpel, and making 
and confirming of Converts. It appears alfo that 
the Goſpel had lately been planted at N.. 
And therefore wen we read of his long conti- 


Fairy Diſcourſe to the Diſciples there afſembled. 


7 This makes it very natural to ſuppoſe 
mp to them, as our Tranſlators under- 
ftan the Word, 
This ſuits beſt with the Occaſoh, as Wee 
with the Original (Ae are) where (5%) ſhould 
have been added, to juſtify the Latin Verſion (di/- 
Pulabat cum eis.) Nor is his diſputing with them, 
either ſo likely in it ſelf, or ſo ſuitable to his u- 
mol Method when he came Among Chriſtian, Pro- 
bn . 
7 3. Breaking of Bread is the Phraſe uſed in che 
Golpel for breaking of Bread in the Lord's s Sup- 
Rarely Jorh K it bear any other Senſe : Never, 
when 1 55 oo "RO: . wks of 0 


ProPs Synopfe 5s on the Place, Dr, #hithy's Notes upon Mar. xxviii. 
1. and Dr. Wallis Defence of the Chriftian 'Sabbath, Part 1. Pages 
5. 32, 39, 40, 41, ch 2. Pages 33s 34 35, 36; 
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And as breaking of Bread in that Sacrament, was 
the chief publick Service of Chriſtians, which na- 
turally gave Oecaſion to Exhortation and Prayer : 
This makes it the leſs wonder that the end and pur- 
poſe of the meeting ſhould be deſcribed by their 
meeting together to break Bread, - - 

4. Nothing is ſaid of the Diſciples being, called 
or ſent for. But (as People uſe to do, when Time 
and Buſineſs is known beforehand ;) on the firſt 
Day of the Week they came together to break 
„ | 
5. It is not ſaid that they came together to break 
Bread with Paul ; (as it is moſt natural to ſuppoſe 
it would have been; if his being there, had been 
the Occaſion of their then breaking Bread :) but 
ſimply, that they came together to break Bread : 
Which is the proper way of expreſſing the Caſe, 
upon ſuppoſal that it was the Cuſtom to do thus; 
and that they would have done the ſame thing, 
whether Paul had been there or no. 

6. They who came together to break Bread, 
are called (the Diſciples) without Limitation, But 
(the Diſciples) thus taken, is meant of the Church 
in that Place. „ 

And (as Dr. Wallis obſerves very well,) that it 
was @ pretty numerous Aſſembly, ſeems moſt agreeable 
to the many Lights which were there, (ver. 8.) and 
to Eutychus his being mounted to the third Loft from 
whence he unbappily fell, ver. g. 

Now that Ch an Aſſembly who were lately 
made Proſelytes to the Chriſtian Reſigion, ſhould 
meet together on a ſet appointed Day, for their 
ſpiritual Edification and Comfort; is no more 
than is natural and agreeable to the Occaſion, as 
well as to the divine Warmth of that firſt Age of 
the Goſpel. a : SA 

S But 
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But as for a common Meal, and ordinary Di- 
courſe, (which were not ſo well worth the ſacred 
Writer's Notice 3) there could not be that uſe of 
having one Day fixed for the purpoſe, rather than 
another, 8 Ye | N 

Nor (if this was all they came for,) 1s it ſo like. 
ly chat they would have met together with ſuch u- 
nanimous Conſent. LF 

7. Had there been nothing in their aſſembling 
together on this Day, to break Bread ; more than 
was uſual on any other Day: The facred Writer 
would have ſaid no more than [Ve came to them 
to Troas in five days, where we abode ſeven days. And 
en the next (or, the following) day when the diſciples 
came together to break bread, &c.] But to tell us 
waat Day of the Week in particular it was, where- 
on the Chriſtians aſſembled together to break Bread, 
and whereon Paul preached to them : (if, at the 
ſame time, he would have us believe that the reli- 
gious Aſſemblies of Chriſtians in thoſe Days had no 
regard to one Day, more than to another :) is ſuch 
an unſeaſonable Piece of Impertinence, as we can- 


not reaſonably ſuppoſe an inſpired Writer to be 


guilty of. 
Lut us now hear Dr. Heylin, who in his Hiſtory 


of the Sabbath, Part 2. Chap. 1. Sect. 9. would 
have us believe that St. Auftin, St. Chryſoftom, Ly- 
ra, and three or four modern Writers, have ſaid 
enough to diſturb the whole Matter : Or, at leaft, 
to make it doubtful whether the Day whereon the 
Diſciples met, was the firſt Day of the Week. 

But (bleſſed be God) the World doth not yet 
dote ſo far, as to allow that the Opinion of theſe 
Writers is able to do ſuch mortal Execution, nor 
do they themſelves deſire it. 


And 


on 
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And as to any thing of Argument which any 
of them have alledged againſt us: There's nothing 
in it but what I have anſwered already. 

Had the Doctor concluded from St. Paul's being 

ready to depart on the morrow, that this made 4 
Sermon ſtill more ſeaſonable; particularly the con- 
tinuing his Speech ſo long, even nll mid-night, that 
he might ſufficiently inſtruct chem before he went : 
He had concluded no more than is natural. 
But to tell us that preaching and breaking of 
Bread on this Day, were (at that time) merely 
occaſional ; becauſe St. Paul departed on the mor- 
row after: (or, in other words, becauſe he acted 
according to that extraordinary Commiſſion which 
he had of preaching the Goſpel through the Gen- 
tile World: which was not conſiſtent with his fix- 
ing at Troas:) is, to argue more like a School- 
boy, than a Reverend and learned Doctor of the 
Church, * . 

The Margin of our Engliſß Bible (which the 

Doctor would fain draw in to his Side,) Points 
to AFs ii. ver. 46. which Dr. Hammond and others 
interpret as meant of the Lord's Supper. 
And the later Editions agree thereto, where the 
Margin refers to As ii. 46. 1 Cor. x. 16. chap. 
xi. ver, 20, Sc. The eightieth Canon of our 
Church which the Doctor (with equal luck and 
aſſurance) appeals to, on this occaſion, directs the 
providing of the larger Bible for publick Uſe : 
Which is ſtill done, purſuant to that Canon, as 
well as to Cuſtom. 

But what the Doctor is the better for this, I 
cannot conceive. ä br 
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Proceed we then to 1 Cor. xvi. ver. 1, 2. the 
Words are theſe : 8 
[Now concerning the collection for the ſaints: as J 
bave given order to the churches of Galatia, ſo do ye. 
Upon the firſt day of the week («re h v, on 
the one of the Sabbat hs that is, the Lord's Day 
ſo St. Jerom, St. Chryſoſtom, and the com- 
mon ſtream of Interpreters: — on every Lor#s 
Day — ſo the Syriac :) let every one lay by him in 
ſtore, as he (the Lord — ſee the laſt Verſe of the 
immediately preceding Chapter) hath proſpered bim: 
that there be no gatherings when I come.) Where 
obſerve ——— | . 
1ſt. That what our Engliſb Tranſlation calls 
(the firſt Day of the Week) is by ſeveral learned Men 
rendered thus : (on every firſs Day of the Week) and 
{as Dr. Wallis ſhews, in his Defence of the Chriſtian 
Sabbath, Part 2. Pages 50, 51, 52, 53.) will ve- 
well bear to be ſo tranſlated. ' 
And this ſeems moſt agreeable to the latter Part 
of the Text : (that there may be no gatherings when I 
come.) Which ſuppoſes no occaſion for them 
then... | 25 
2. That the appointment which St. Paul gave 
before, to the Churches of Galatia, was not deſign- 
ed merely. for that particular Occaſion: but was 
intended as exemplary to other Churches in the 
like Caſe, And to this purpoſe it is obſervable, 
tat the Apoſtle does not ſay (as J appoint you 
that is, at Corinth,) but (»r=y Aae, as J ap- 
ointed them, -— that 1s, the Churches of Gala- 
En ſp do pe. F 


3. When 
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3. When no reaſon can be given why (only in 
the Churches of Corinth and Galatia) Collections 
for the Poor ſhould be made on the firſt Day of 
the Week; or why only in that particular Age: 
We may reaſonably be excuſed, if we take the 
Text with a larger View than ſome are willing to 
admit. 8 
4. The Apoſtle's appointment had ſomething 
ſpecial ; deducible from the Letter; and ſomething 
common which is ſuggeſted by the Equity of the 
Text. Of the former kind, was the preſent Di- 
ſtreſs of the Saints at Jeruſalem, conſidered only 
a particular Caſe, | 

Of the latter kind is the ſame Caſe conſidered 
in relation to thoſc common ſtanding Principles of 
Humanity and Charity, whereby the Chriſtians of 
one, Nation were obliged to ſuccour thoſe of ano- 
ther, when in extreme Want and Diſtreſs. If we 
take the Text in regard to the former: The 
Apoſtle's appointment was comparatively narrow 
and confined, ſuitable to that particular Occaſion. 
If we take it in relation to the latter : That ap- 
pointment is ſtill in force; and will be ſo, as long 
as the common Foundation upon which it ſtands : 
And that is long enough. 5 kat 

Let us now hear what Dr. Heylin ſays in the 
Caſe, Hiſt. Sabb. Part 2. Chap. 1, Sect. 10. 

[But let us take the Text with ſuch Obſervations 
upon it, as have been made by the Fathers. Up- 
on the Firſt Day of the Week That 1s, (as ge- 
nerally they conceive it,) upon the Lord*s-Day. 
And why on that? Chryſeſtom gives this Reaſon 
for it: That ſo the very Day might prompt them 
to be Bountiful to their poor Brethren ; as being 
that Day whereon they had received ſuch ineſtima- 
ble Bounties at the Hand of God, in the _— 
| rection 
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rection of our Saviour. Ta zap Acer ade, 8 5 
ln n 4 atx Ts Gong rd irriges rast tym, as that Fa- 
ther hath it. What to be done on that Day? U- 
nuſquiſq; apud ſe reponat, Let every Man lay by 


himſelf, ſaith the Apoſtle. ex lures is r exxAno ids Hufes. 


He faith not; Let every Man bring it to the Church, 
And why ? * wn da vb wixpor def. For fear, leſt 
ſome ſhould be aſhamed at the ſmallneſs of their 
Offering. But let them lay it by, ſaith he, and add 


to it Week by Week; that, at my coming, it may 


grow to a fit proportion. That there be no ga- 
therings when I come, but that the Money may be 
ready to be ſent away : And being thus raiſed up 
by little and little, they might not be ſo ſenſible 
thereof, as if (upon the Apoitle's coming to them) 
it were to be collected all at once, and on the ſud- 
den. Ut paulatim refervantes, non und bord ſe gra- 
vari putant : As St. Ferom on the Place hath it.] 
And what ſaith the Doctor to all this? 


Now as it is moſt clear, that this makes nothing 


for the Lord's-Day, or the tranſlation of the Sub- 
bath thereto by any Apoſtolick Precept: So is it 


not ſo clear, that this (collecting) was done upon 


the Firſt Day of the Meek; but ſome learned Men 


have made doubt of it.] To which I anſwer =— _ 


1/t,, To make nothing for the Lord*s-Day, (the 
Obſervation of it) is one thing : And to make no- 
thing for the Tranſlation of the (old) Sabbath there- 
to, by any apoſtolick Precept, is another. 

2. If we muſt not believe this or that, becauſe 
ſome learned Men have made doubt of it: Our 


Faith will ſhrink up into a very ſmall compaſs. 
And (for this Reaſon) it is to be hoped, that the 


Doctor does not expect much regard to what he 
ſays in this Point. . 


3. Let 


. 
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3. Let us take the Text with ſuch Obſervations, 
as the Fathers (according to his own account) have 
made in the Caſe, and we ſhall gain theſe three 
Points; and whether they make any thing or no- 
thing for the Lord's-Day, the Reader is left to 
judge : | it e 
; That the Day here ſpoken of, is the Firſ Day 
of the Week: (And how the Text comes to beſo 
tranſlated, the Doctor himſelf gives us an account, 
Hift. Sabb. Part 2. Chap. 2. Sect. 2.) 

That the Collection here mentioned, was not to 
be confined to one Firſt Day, but relates to a 
Weekly ſucceſſion of them : And ; 

That this Day, in particular, was the proper 
Day for the Churches of Galatia and Corinth to 
make their Collections upon; being the Day where- 
on they had received ſuch unſpeakable Benefits at 
the Hand of God, in the Reſurrection of our Sa- 
viour, as had a peculiar tendency to raiſe that Joy 
and Gratitude, that Freedom and good Humour, 
which open the Heart, and incline it to Acts of 
Bene ficence. | "4 9 

4. There's nothing in 1 Cor. xvi. ver. 1, 2. And 
Acls xx. 7. being meant of the Firſt Day of the 
Week as employed in, and ſet apart for the fore- 
mention'd uſes ; but what is ſo agreeable to God's 
own Command by his Apoſtle: (Let all things be 
done decently, and in order, 1 Cor. xiv. 40.) That 
though Dr. Heylin fancies he can ſhift off the two 
former of theſe Texts, yet when he comes to the 
laft, he makes a ftand, (Hf. Sabb. Part. 2; Chap. 
7. Sect. 3.) and owns what all Chriſtians agree in, 
and the Thing it ſelf ſnews: That the Inſtitution 
of the Lord - Day, hath this Law of God on its 
ſide, which relates to a variety of Things ; but is 
not therefore the leſs binding, | | 


But 
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But his chief reſerve is behind, which he gives 


in the following Words : 
It is not to be thought that they made this Colleftion 


on the Sunday only; but ſent thei common Bounties to 


them (the Saints at Jeruſalem) when, and as often as 
they pleaſed. 

olleftions for the Poor are no Lord's-Da y Duties, 
no Duties proper to the Day: And therefore are not 
bere appointed to be made in the Congregation, but e- 


very Man is ordered to lay up ſomewhat by himſelf, 


as it were in ſtore, that (when it came to a round Sum) 
it might be ſent away to Jeruſalem. 
Which being but a particular Caſe, and ſuch as was 
to end with the occaſion, could be no general Rule for a 
perpetuity.] To which I anſwer 
1/t. [Which being but a particular Caſe, and * 
as was to end with the occaſion :] was conſidered 


before. 
2. After the Apoſtle had given them the fore- 


mentioned Rule: That they made their Collection 
on other Days of the Week, as well as on the Firſt, 


or that they had any occaſion for this, is more 


than we know; nor does the Doctor's Aſſurance 


give any light into that matter. 

3. In ver. 3, 4. of the ſame Chapter, St. Paul 
ſpeaks about ſending what they ſhould gather, and 
this he does in ſuch a way, as ought to have made 
him the more beloved and reſpected. | 

Now that (without regard to this) they ſent 


their common Bounty to Feruſalem when, and as 


often as they pleaſed ; or that herein (as well as in 
the other Point, ver, 2.) they adhered more to 
their own Pleaſure, than to the Apoſtle's Words, 
does not appear. 

Nor had it been much for their Credit, if the 
Caſe had been ſo. 


4. The 
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4. The Collection was not ordered to be made 
in the Congregation, but at home. But ſtill it 
was ordered to be made on the Firſt Day of the 
Week : Which ſuppoſes it to be a Lord Day Duty, 
though not (at that time) ſo proper for the Con- 
gregation. And from hence (by the way) we learn 
that the Duties of the Day, and the publick Du- 
ties of it, were not then ſynonimous | ty 

5. That the Firſt Day of the Week was more pro- 
— for this Collection than another Day: We 
earned from the Doctor himſelf, Hiſt. Sabb. Part 
II. Chap. 1. Sect. 12. (of which enough before: 
And are loth to unlearn it now, for a Reaſon whic 
hath plainly nothing in it. 


Before I part with 1 Cor. xvi. 2. Al xx. 7. and 


Rev. i. 10. J cannot but obſerve, That in his en- 


dea vours to evade theſe Texts as any Evidence in 


favour of the Lord's Day; the Doctor not only 
makes pretty free with the Goſpel, but contradicts 
what, at other times, paſſes with him for a kind 
of little God: (the common. ſenſe of the Church :) 
And that he might eaſily have confuted the Sab- 
batarian'extreams, without running ſuch lengths. 
This and that Place of Scripture does not ſa- 
tisfy him. And how ſhould it, conſidering the 
Humour he is in? i 8 
The Scripture was given for the Inſtruction of 
plain honeſt Minds, willing to be taught; thank- 
ful for any degree of Light which God (who owes 
us nothing) is pleaſed to afford, content that he 
ſhould take his own way of diſcovering his Will 
or Approbation. 
But if People will be captious and quarrelſome; 
thoſe ſacred Records are not fitted (nor were they 
ever deſigned) to give them Satisfaction. 
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- 2}: It ſeems to me not unlikely, that (with re- 
ard to the future practice of the Chureh, in rela- 
tion to the Firſt Day of the Meet; the Feaſt of Pen 
tecoſt whereon the Apoſtles received that miraculous 
full effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, whereby they were 
extraordinarily qualified for the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry ; that Feaſt whereon St. Peter preach'd that 
glorious Sermon, whereby about 3000 Perſons 
were converted, and by Baptiſm admitted into the 
Cbriftian Church, Acts ii. ſhould fall in with the 
Firſt Day of the Week ; as Doctor Heylin himſelf 
owns that it did, Ft. Sabb. Part II. Chap. 1. 


Sect. 5. 
2. If we look no further than ſecond Cauſes, we 
may (with Doctor Heylin, Hiſt. Sabb. ut ſupra) call | 


this Coincidence merely caſual. 

But we cannot fo properly do this, if we look 
up to God foreſeeing, ordering, and diſpoſing of 
vents, as ſeems beſt to his Wifdom. * 

3. Thoſe glorious Things which grac'd the Feaſt 
of Pentecoſt, Acts ii. falling on the ſame fixt Day 
whereon our Saviour's Reſurrection fell: It makes 
pothing againſt the obſervation of the latter, if the 
former was a Moveable Feaſt; or if Providence 


ordered it ſo, that there ſhould be this mark of 


diſtinction between two Things ſo different as that 
Chriſtian and this Fowi/h Feſtival. 

4. There being ſeveral Reafons for one and the 
ſame thing, is ſo very common ; that (without im- 
n any ng which hath been ſaid) we free- 
y grant Doctor Heylin that there were other Rea- 
ſons for pitching upon the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, be- 
lides thoſe which relate to the Fir Day of the 


Week : 


S8 
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Waoek: And p more, And this may be one 
Bale wh te i wor called the e . of the 
Week, in this Chapter, though Dr, #allis in his 
Defence of ' the Chriſtian Sabbath, Part I. pag. 37, 
38. Part II. pag, 20, 21, 22. hath ſufficiently 

oved that it was ſo : But the Day of Pentecoſt, 
. 6» Suppoling the Spirit of God to foreſee and 
approye of the following Cuſtom of the Church, 
in obſerving the Firſt Day of the Week: The Day 
. Whereon the Apoſtles were now aſſembled, was 
the moſt proper for ſuch a Sermon as that of St. 
Peter's, at ſuch a Time, and before ſuch an Au- 


L 1 fur ſuch a Sermon, wherein the main Sub- 
ject 5 the Diſcourſe, was that miraculous Reſur- 
rection of our Saviour, which ſo lately fell out on 
this Day of the Week: At ſuch a Time, when the 
miraculous Effuſion of the Holy Spirit, would 
make People take the more Notice of the Cir- 
eumſtances of ſo extraordinary a Caſe : And be- 
fore ſuch an Auditory as would ſpread the Report 
through an inquiſitive World. This was a farther 
paving of the way for the following Cuſtom of 
the Chriftian Chufch : And this (I humbly con- 
ceive) is as much as we have any occalion to gather 
from it. Ros TE 
But of this ſee more in Mr, PooPs Synopſis, and 
in Dr, Mbitby's Notes on the Place. 


83e. NN. 
But what if the Lordi. Day was obſerv'd in th 
Apoſtolick Age? So was the Fewi/o Sabbath, And 


this ſome would turn to the diſadvantage of the 


former. : fa % oof 


* 


* 
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Let us ſee then how the Caſe ſtood as to the latter, 
Ihe power of prejudice is very great, Una eſpe- 
cially in Matters of Religion. 
This was never more remarkable thin f in the 
Jews, to whom the Apoſtles were firſt ſent. St. 
Paul, who had been à Je himſelf, was very ſen; 
ſible of this: And accordingly (chat he might pro- 
pagate the Goſpel with the more eaſe and advan- 
tage 3) to the Fews, he became as a N. that he 
might gain the Fews, 1 Cor. ix. 20. And in the 
14th Cha pter of his Epiſtle to the Romans, he ex- 
horts the c Chriſtian (not to fill the World 
with Noiſe and Clamour, about the having any 
Axt particular Day for the publick Worſhip, as'1n- 
conſiſtent with the freedom of the Geſpel;) but 
mildly and charitably to bear with thoſe Who carried 
the difference of Days under the Goſpel; farther than 
we do; and give them time to recover themſelves 
from the power of 8 | 
Purſuant to the ſame Principle, it was common 
even for the Apoſtles themſelves to ſhew a civil re- 
gard to the old ſeventh Day Sabbath, of which the 
ews were ſo infinite] fond | 
This was for the —. | of Chrifianity and 
made the Jetos more patient to hear, and eonſider 
what could be ſaid for the Goſpel. Nor, other- 
wife, is it likely that they would have ſuffered St, 
Paul to preach among them in their Synagogues, 
as he uſed to do. See Ads ix. 20. Chap. xi. 5, 
14. to ver. 43. ” Wa 14. ver, 1, Chap. 17, ver, 
I, 2, 10, 11. hap. ah, ver, 4, 19. r to men- 
tion other Fs 
Now, by the way, this ſhews Dr. He 11 miſ- 
take, . . Sabb. Part II. Chap. 1. Sect. _ When 
he ſays, that Paul (Acts xii.) might eaſily (if he 


| aaeans any thing to the Purpoſe, he means that he 


might 


might properly enough) have told ſuch Gentiles as 
bad been converted to the Fewiſh Church, that 
the next Day (which was the Firſt Day of the Week) 
would b a more convenient time for his Preach- 
ing, than the (Jewiſb) Sabbath: Not conſiderin 

that (as yet) it was too early to tell them this, and 
would rather have diſſerved the end of his Preach- 


we to return to what I was ſpeaking of before. 
The. Apoſtles ſnew'd a civil regard to the Jewiſh 
Sabbath, and found their Account in doing ſo. 
This ſufficiently ' explains their practice in that 
Point; and gives a fair Reaſon for the 5th of the 
Canons commonly called Apoſtolical, which ſtrictly 
forbids faſting (not only on the Lords Day) but 
on the Sabbath Day, excepting one, which was the 
Eye of the Feaſt of Eaſter . But Mankind are 
rone to extremes: And the Sabbath which had 
E innocently obſerved by Chriſtians, was afterward 
abuſed to Superſtition, This occaſion'd the Coun- 
cil of Laodicea (in their 29th Canon) to ordain 
that Chriſtians muſt not Fudaize, and reſt on the 
Sabbath. Day, but Work on that ſame Day, and 
(giving the preference to the Lord's Day,) if they 
would reſt, to do it as Chriſtians, But (ſays the 
Council) if they are 3 to Fudaixe, let them be 
Anathema from Chriſt, h n 
— Ausod non oporteat Chriſtianos Fudaizare, "9 
otiari in Sabbato, ſed operari eos eodem die: Preferen- 
tes autem in veneratione Diem Dominicum, fi vacare 
voluerint, ut Cbriſtiani hoc faciant. Quod ſi reperti 
fuerint Judaixare, anathema ſint a Chriſto. Conc. 
Laod, in Conc, T. 1, Ed, Paris, 1671. p. 1g12. 
Ot UE ae 
* J. Tis dpd Tw xugiaxTy nies vv. n T9 ox fgaty ( 


o# ive; pore) R , I d Ne,  apopiguas, Can. Apoſt. in 
Cong. T. 1. 
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2. The occaſion for obſerving the Old Fewih 
Sabbath, as well as the Lords-Day, was narrow and 
temporary, ufilike that on which we celebrate ale 
latter. 

And ſuitable hereto was the fate of theſe two 
Para. The latter ſtill maintaining its Ground z the 
former ſinking by degrees into diſuſe. 

They who would gratify their Curioſity farther, 
may pleaſe to me Dr. Wallis's Defence of the Chri- 

rt 


BianSabbath, 


Pl 1671. p. 398, Sc. And Dr. Yowng's Diſß 
cotr ſe of the Eee Bag Book I. Chap. 3. 11 


8 ECT. XVII. 


Proceed we now to what Dr. Heylin adds, Hiſt 
$abb. Part 2. chap. 1. Sect. 6. 

So for Particulars: When Philip did baptize the 
Eunuch, As viii. either he did it on a Working- 
Pay, (as we now diſtinguiſh them,) and not upon 
the firſt Day of the Weeks and ſo it was no 


Lord Day Duty: Or elſe it was not held unlawful 


to take a Journey oh that Day, as ſome think it is. 
St. Peter's preaching to Cornelius, and his bapti- 
zing of that Houfe, was a Week-Days Work ; 
as may be gathered from St. verm. This Father 
tells us that the Day whereon the Viſion appeared 
to St. Peter, was probably the Sabbath, or the 
Lord's-Day, as we call it no.]. Fieri poſſi ut vel 
Sabbatum efſet, vel dies Dominicus e As that Father 


hath it. Laſtly, for working on his Trade 


(which was Tent-making,) Dietericus =o it 
out of St. Ferom : * That when St. Paul had none 


* It ſhould be be quotes St. Jerom for that 0 "0 
to 


Il, pag. 84, 65, 86. 914 92, 94, 
97. Dr. Owen's Exereit, on the Day of Re, 


? 
_ we WTh£© at © ws *© TY 
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to preach to, in the Congrega 
on the Lor@s-Day the Works of his Occupatian, 
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Hieronymus colligit ex Acts xvii. ver. 3, 4. quod 
die etiam Dominica, quando quibus in publico canueuiu 


conclangretur, nou babebat ; manious fuis laboravit. 
To all which I anſwer 
15. St. Ferom does not fo much as offer. * 
any ſuch from As xvili. ver. 3, 4. The 
Collection is no maxe than his Conjecture, which 
(though he was a great Man) is not Foundation 
enqugh to build upon. 
etend to im 
ut leaves the Neader to his freedom. 
2. Aas xvii. 3. Tells us, that becauſe Paul was 
of the ſame craft (or trade,) he abode with them (A. 


guila and Priſcilla;) for by thair occupation (em- 


ployment) they were tent-makers. 
And when any body can ſhew what this is to the 
7 I will own he can conjure. 

3. Ads xviii. 4. does not tell us what St. Paul 
did on fome Sabbaub Days, and not on others: But 
that on every Sabbarb ; (which, at that time, 
and for. a — while after, was the Title of the 
uuiſ Sabbath, thus diſtinguiſhed from the Lord's 
Day : As the Door n obſerves, Hiſt. Sabb. 


Par 2. e av oh 
hs both the Jews and Greets: 
(Greek IS by Birth, but Proſelytes to the Jewiſh Re- 
ligion :) Which makes us hope that he had no 
want of a Congregation to preach to. 
4. St. Ferom ſays no farther but that it might be 
ſo, that the Day wherein the Viſion appeared to 
St. Peter; was either the Sabbath or the Lord's- 


Day. ( fleri poſfit ut vel Sabbatum eſſet vel dies Do- 
minicus.) And the Chapter it ſelf (As x.) does 
not ſo much as intimate any ſuch thing. Nor will 


St, 


tion; 5 he followed | 


Nor does he ſo much as 
poſe his gueſs Work on the dt | 


) he reaſoned in the Sy- 


rr — rms» on wg PA RT RR” of 
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St. Ferom's gueſs Work help us, when nd 


on we know not what. 
And the ſame may be ſaid, as to the Day. when 


St. Peter preached to Cornelius, e * 
5. If by (either Philip did it on a Wen 


as we now diſtinguiſh them, and not upon the firſt 


Day of the Week; and ſoit was no Lord's Day 
Duty,) the Doctor means, that it was not ſo a 
Lord's Day Duty, as that it ought to be confined to 
the Lord's Day: He means what no body denies. 


6. How long St. Philip*s Journey _ ſuppo- 


ſing the Day whereon he travelled, to be the 


Lord's-Day : As viii, informs us not. 


Thus far is plain: That he had a . | 


for what he did, from the Angel of the Lord; 
Nor does any body deny the Lord's Authority to 


grant ſuch a Commiſſion :  Or.. diſpute Whether 


the converting and baptizing of one of great Au- 
thority under Candace Queen of the Athiopians, -.. 
who had the Charge of all her Treaſure, and 
came to Feruſalem to worſhip, and was returning 


to his own Country; was ſeaſonable at all times, 
and particularly on the Lord's Day: Whether a 
Diſcourſe about our Saviour, (as St. Philip's was, 
ſee ver. 35 and 37, compared together;) was 


very proper on that Day of the Week whereon 
he lately roſe from the dead, as the Life of all 


good People: Or whether ſuch a Journey, at ſuch 
a time, for ſuch a purpoſe, and by ſuch a op | 
miſſion ; was lawful. 711 

Who chen the Doctor diſputes againſt here, dit 


is not eaſy to tell. 
As to the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, the Doctor 


judiciouſly 1 that his Work was great: And 


the time he had to do it in, was ſhort. 


Now 
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| Now there is no doubt but (upon ſo great an 
'Occaſion) the Apoſtle did beſtir himſelf, and 
take ſuch a Method as was moſt for his Maſter's 
Honour, and the common Intereſt of Religion: 
And was glad of any opportunity of ſerving both. 
But it does not appear how it was neceſſary in 


* 


order to this end, that he ſhould take no more 


Notice of that Day of the Week which was the 
Witneſs and Memotial of our Saviour's riſing 
from the dead, than of thoſe Days which were not ſo. 

And the ſame may be ſaid of all the Apoſtles. 
St. Paul might Pr and Pray, and give the Sa- 
crament of the Lord Supper, as often as he had con- 
venience for it; and yet very well approve of what 


Pliny ſays of the Chriſtians, viz. of their meeting 
together at a ſtated Day, (of which more hereafter,) 


to ſing an Hymn to Chriſt as God; according to 
the laudable a 
and Hymns of Praiſe to on their Sabbath. 


And on that joyful Day, [the Birth-Day of the 


Old and New World,] the Chriftian Aſſemblies 
might be more full, and ſome Divine Offices more 
fixt and certain: And all this without any hin- 
drance to an every Day's Publick Worſhip and 


Service, where, and when, and as long, as it could 


conveniently be had. 

There's no oceaſion therefore, (from the proper 
Buſineſs of the Apoſtles, and. the Authority they 
had for it from God ;). to conclude any thing to 
the diſadvantage of the Day now ih diſpute, Nor 
did our Saviour oblige them to any ſuch thing, by 
his Example. eee 

Indeed Luke viii. 1. informs us, That be went 
u e every city and village (in thoſe Parts) 


preaching and ſbewing the glad tidings of tie kingdom of 


God. 


— — 2 
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— 
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uſtom of the Jetos, in ſinging P/alms 


„ Upon 


Upon whith Dr, Heylin (Hit. $abb. Part II. Chap. 
1. Sect.,.2.). makes this improvement: too t 4 


Task to be performed only on the Subbath-Days.” | 


I Therefore we doubt not bur that all Days were 
equally taken up, for ſo great a Buſineſ ] 
But any body may eaſſſy ſee the weakneſs of this 
Concluſlon, who can ſee a Medium between con- 
fining our Saviour's Preaching to the Sabbath when 
People were moſt at leifure to hear, arid all Days 
- being equally taken up for ſo great a Buſineſs: Be. 
tween fuch ſtrait Terms as the very Sabbatariunt did 
not inſiſt upon, and ſo wide and open as the Work 
it ſelf. did not require. This therefore will do the 
Doctor ad Sri. Sup 
That the Apoſtles did not confine the Exerciſe of 
their Office to one particular Day, we freely grant. 
Nor do I know of any body who denies t. We 
grant the Doctor farther, what's plain from Gal. 
Iv. 10. from the determination of the Council at 
Feruſalem, As xv. from Coloſſ ii. ver. 1, 15, 16. 
and other Places compared together: That the 
Zewiſh Ceremonial Law. is not now in force; and 
chat all the difference. of Days which hath no other 
Bottom, was made void by the Death of Chriſt. 
And (on the other hand) we inſiſt that however 
this may affect the x by. the S-venth Day of the 
Mel, as ſtill of neceſſary obligation, in vertue of 

the Old Law z] it does not reach the-Lord's-Day 
which came after the Ceremonial Lato was made 


void, and derives from another Fountain: And 


that what merely the Ceremonial Law did not give; 
it is impoſſible that merely the aboliſhing of it, 
ſhould take away. Farther, we inſiſt, that the ob- 
ſerving of one Day in Seven, in Memory of the 


Creation ; the Seventh from the Fifft of Labour, 


thougli not the Seventh Day of the Week ;)"isſtill'des 
n | cent 


. 
4 11 


* 


e. 
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cent and fit, (for the Reaſons given before, in theit 
proper Place, and will be ſo, as long as the World 


endures: 1 of the Ceremo- 
nial Law, (which could not alter 


kind of 7 i 
3 ˙ = | 627. | 
, BB'E/T IVE of re 


f off] * 
* — tochetedions tothe Render 2 
therefore (inſtead of now to * 
and Councils, the Laws of the Land, the Rules 
and Orders of the Church, and the Notes which I 
have made on each Head:) will only ſingle out one 
Paſſage more from the 2d Part of Dr. Heylin's Hiſ- 
bee r 7. ann, r 
Mannen TJOr® -. 
9 —— chat du he Raga of 
L William the Conqueror, William: Henry the 
. Firſt, Sie phen, Henry the Second, and Richard the 
Firſt, no Laws were made for the Religious Obſer · 
vation of the Lord Day; but the following Acti- 
ons (all conſiderable in their kind) were done upon 
it: 1. Coronations. 2.  Eccleraftical S$ynods.' 3, | 
Councils of State. 4. Civil Bufineſs. 5. Battles and 
. Aſaults, Which ſhews, that where ſ omething more 
than ordinary was to be taken in Hand: They did 
not look upon the Ceremonial Part of the Sunday 
to be ſo Sacred; but that it might yield to Man's 
uſe and-behoof; To which Tanfwer —— _ 
1/t. If no Laws were made during theſe Reigns, 
for the religious Obſervation: of the Lords-Day ; 
it was, becauſe Laws enough had been made alrea · 
dy about it, which were ſtill N and far S 
— from obſolete; 
2. That Day whereon the Sar of Ri ohteouſneſs 


* healing in 1 * heing's' happy 
* 


Ea his Church: Our PETR might mean 
nao more by theſe conſiderable things done 
it, than hopes of the better luck in nat n 
| done or attempted. 144993 n len” 
3. That the curenpaint Part of the Chriſtian 
' Sabbath ought to your to _— $ uſe and behoof 3 
we freely grant. 770 

The y Queſtion is 3 How ar this - -may be 
carried, 'without breaking i in — Rules. ei. 
ther of Juſtice or Decency ? FN 
4. * Tis natural for Mankind to be on thi Us: wy 
ieQive Side; and make more bold with their Duty {4 
than could be wiſhed, even in things which are 
ſtrictly Moral: Much more, in thoſe which art 
nor: for: Aud chey a are good indeed, who never 
failed in both. For this reaſon, no Point of Du- 
ty is to be runned down by mere And 
whole heaps of Inſtances of thoſe who have made 
- free with the er will enn 1 _— 

f oe 


* * 
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